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TOTALITARIANISM AS A SOCIO-CULTURAL 
PHENOMENON IN THE INFORMATION EPOCH

The theoretic-methodological problems of understanding of totalitarianism as a socio-cultural 
phenomenon are considered in the article. Special attention is paid to the differentiation of 
categories «totality» and «totalitarian» in the socio-cultural field of West European and non-
western types of societies. Not only the practical forms of the totalitarian regimes are analyzed 
but also their possible modern mutations, totalitarian tendencies, connected to becoming of 
informative civilization. The nature of power shows a high level of static nature, while instruments 
of power, its explication in social structures, and institutions are dynamically acquiring new 
qualities. It is determined that the modern stage of human development is characterized by a high 
level of conflict, an increase in crisis contradictions as a specific feature of the transitional era. The 
main challenge consists of a dynamic formation of the new quality of the entire system of social 
relations, which could be stable. The author considers power primarily through the ability to 
produce and control axiological meanings (cultural and value codes) in society. 
Keywords: totality, totalitarian, power, political regime, socio-cultural phenomenon, information 
epoch. 
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