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The article systematized and uni  ed the main 
categories applied to the analysis of Civil society. The 
author delimited the concept of «citizens», «public», 
«Civil society» and «Civil society institution», and also 
de  ned the categories «political actor» in the context of 
the role, played by Civil society institutions in relation to 
some domestic and foreign policy changes in Ukraine. 
It is revealed that the concept of citizens and Civil society 
institutions is endowed with legal personality and is a 
functional component of the State policy’s mechanism 
formation and implementation. While the “public” does not 
have a clearly de  ned legal personality. It is emphasized that 
the category «Civil society» has a the most general character. 
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