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Macron said the European Commission "did a remarkable job" in coming up with a proposal to
reform the bloc's enlargement process | Cristof Stache/AFP via Getty Images
By Rym Momtaz
Macron gives Albania and North Macedonia hope on EU talks
French president praises revamped enlargement plan.
Maxkpon oae naoiro Anbanii ma Ilieniuniti Makeoouii na nepecogopu 3
cC

lIpezuoenm Opanyii 6uxeansic oHOBNeHUL NIAAH POSULUD eHHS
Ilpesuoenm @panyii Emmanioens Makpon 0as Ha cb0200HI HAUACHIWUL 3HAK, WO 8iH 20MOBUT
8I0MOBUMUCH 810 CBOIX 3anepeuenb nouamxy nepezosopis 3 Ilisniunow Maxedonieto ma Anbaniero
npo unencmeo 6 €C. E. Maxkpon 3as6us, wo €sponeiicoka komicis "3pobuna wyoogy pobomy" y
POo3pobyi npono3uyii w000 peopmysanis npoyecy po3uupenns 010Ky 3 ypaxy8auHusm 1o2o
e1acHux noborweans. Hacmynnum xpokom 6yoe nepeanao oyinku Komiciero npoepecy 08ox kpain y
00no08i0aAx, AKi Mmaromv Oymu onyonikogani Hacmynnozo micays. "Mu nosunni nobavumu, uo
cxaoice Komicisi npo cman agancie, axi mu ouikyemo mamu 6 Anbanii ma Ilisniuniit Maxedonii”, -
cxasae Maxkpou nio uac cecii s3anumans i 8ionosioei Ha Mionxencokitl Kongepenyii 3 numans
Oesnexu, wopiuHomy 300pi NOJLIMUKIB, BiliICLKOBUX 1i0epie ma Ouniomamis 3 ycoboeo ceimy. "Axuo
pesyabmamu 6y0yms nO3UMUSHUMU | Oy0e 6CMAH081eHO 008IPY, MU NOBUHHI MAMU MONCIUBICHb
siokpumu nepezosopu’, - 0ooae gin. Komicia ésce HeoOHOPA3060 3aa6151d, WO 061 KpaiHu
BUKOHANU KpUmepii 01 NoYamKy nepe2ogopis npo wiencmeo. Ane @panyis ma inwi wienu €C
paniute He n0200ACYBATUCS 3 MAKUMU OYIHKAMU.
https.://www.politico.eu/article/macron-gives-albania-and-north-macedonia-hope-on-eu-talks/
MUNICH — French President Emmanuel Macron on Saturday gave the clearest sign to date that he is
ready to drop his objections to North Macedonia and Albania starting EU membership talks.
Macron said the European Commission "did a remarkable job" in coming up with a proposal to reform
the bloc's enlargement process, taking into account his own misgivings. The next step would be to look
at the Commission's assessment of the two countries' progress in reports due to be released next month,

he said.




"We must see what the Commission will say on the state of the advances we expect to take place in
Albania and North Macedonia," Macron said in a question-and-answer session at the Munich Security
Conference, an annual gathering of politicians, military leaders and diplomats from around the world.
"If the results are positive and trust is established we should be in a position to open, afterward,
negotiations," he added.

The Commission has already said on multiple occasions that the two countries have met the criteria to
begin membership talks. But France and other EU members have previously taken issue with such
assessments.

North Macedonia's Foreign Minister Nikola Dimitrov welcomed Macron's statement but said the
country would still try to do more to press its case for the start of membership talks.

"I think it's a positive signal, a signal in the right direction," Dimitrov told POLITICO on the sidelines of
the conference.

He said the country still aims to pass a law, supported by the EU, that would strengthen the powers and
remit of the public prosecutor's office.

"It's important for us to adopt that. This was not a formal precondition, but I think we don't have the
luxury of not having a completely clean plate, a perfect candidacy, in order to finally get this
breakthrough," Dimitrov said.

He said Macron's comments made him "cautiously optimistic, but I don't think I can allow myself'to be
too happy at this stage."

In his remarks to the conference, Macron also accused other EU governments of "great hypocrisy" in
their attitude to would-be members from the Western Balkans. He said those governments publicly
encouraged the start of membership talks while declaring privately that the prospective members would
not meet EU standards for many years to come.

"I prefer realpolitik here. To anchor the Balkans [to the EU] we have to invest there. .. instead of saying
we are opening negotiations, with a lot of hypocrisy because all those who say we need to open
negotiations with Albania and North Macedonia then say, ‘But be careful, they're not suitable for
membership for another 10 or 15 years.” We’re not reasonable," Macron said.

Andrew Gray contributed reporting.



