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Felix Onuah
Nigeria's labour unions suspend strike after meeting president

Ilpogpcninku Hizepii npuzynunuau cmpaiik nicisa 3ycmpiui 3 npe3udeHmom
Tonosna gpeoepayisn npayi Hicepii nocoounacs nosepHymucs 00 nepe2o8opis 3 ypsaoom
nicnsa 3ycmpidi 3 npeaudenmom bonorw Tinyoy, nogioomunu nioepu npoghcninox, y Oemv,

KOJAU COMHI Hieepilyie UL HA MapuL NPOMU CKACYBAHHS CYOCUOIN HA OEH3UH.
Tpyoosuii konepec Hieepii (NLC) 3asn6us, wo mapwi y eéenuxux micmax Hieepii 6yiu
docmamuvo ycniwnumu, woo smycumu b. Tinyby 3ycmpimucs 3 nidepamu npoghcninok i
noooiysamMu NPUCKOPUMU Y200y Wo00 HOB0I MIHIMANbHOL 3apobimHoi niamu cepeo IHUWUX
obiyanok. I[Ipedcmasnuk npesudenma ckazas, wjo aioepu poodimHuUL020 pyxy no200UIUcCs
NPU3YNUHUMU C8Ill CMPAUK, NOKU MPUBaroms nepe2osopu, oooasuiu, wo b. Tinyoy
noooiYas, Wo GeNuKUull HagmonepepooHUll 34600, AKUL PEKOHCMPYIOEMbCA HA NIBOHI
Hizepii, noune nepepobiamu nanugo 00 epyoHs, wo, UMOGIPHO, 3HUUMb YIHU HA OEH3UH.
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/nigeria-unions-begin-strike-against-fuel-price-
hike-rising-costs-2023-08-02/

Nigeria's main labour federation has agreed to return to talks with the government
following a meeting with President Bola Tinubu on Wednesday, union leaders said, on a day when
hundreds of Nigerians marched against the removal of a petrol subsidy.

The Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC) said the marches across major Nigerian cities were
successful enough to force Tinubu to meet union leaders and vow to expedite an agreement on a
new minimum wage among other promises.

Tinubu's spokesman, Dele Alake, said labour movement leaders had agreed to suspend
their strike while talks continued, adding the president had promised that a major oil refinery under
rehabilitation in southern Nigeria would start processing fuel by December, likely reducing petrol
prices.

Wednesday's strike was the first major test for Tinubu, who scrapped the popular but
expensive petrol subsidy, which cost the government $10 billion last year, and lifted curbs on
foreign exchange trading.
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While Tinubu's reforms have been welcomed by investors, unions say they have led to
soaring costs at a time when Nigerians are already grappling with the highest inflation in nearly
two decades.

Led by union leaders, protesters carrying placards marched in Lagos, the oil-producing
state of Bayelsa and in the northern cities of Kano and Kaduna.

"On the strength of the President's pledge and commitment, we have decided for a return
to a new and reinvigorated dialogue process to allow for full implementation,” the NLC said in a
statement after meeting Tinubu.

In the capital Abuja, marchers broke down a gate to the National Assembly, expecting to
be addressed by the Senate president, witnesses said. There were no reports of other incidents.

Union officials handed petitions to government officials in several states detailing their
grievances.

While Tinubu has said the fuel subsidy benefited the country's elites, unions say ending it
was a hasty decision made without any plan to cushion the impact on the poor.
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