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Business groups set to petition Ramaphosa not to sign NHI Bill into
law
biznec-epynu maromo namip nooamu nemuuiro Pamadgpocy 3
npoxannam ne nionucyeamu 3akon npo NHI

inosi opeanizayii kpainu 3axnuxaromo npesudenma Cupina Pamaghocy ne nionucysamu
CRIPHULL 3AKOHONPOEKM Npo HayloHabHe Meduune cmpaxysanns (NHI), cmeeposcyrouu, wo
3AKOHONPOEKM Y 1020 HUHIUWHbOMY 8UTAOL € HEKOHCMUMYYIUHUM ma Hepeanizosanum. Bicim i3
0eg'smu nposiHYill NPO20NOCYBANU 30 CXBANEHHS 3AKOHONPoeKkmy, modi sk 3axiono-Kancbka
NPOGIHYIsl, KEPOBAHA OKPYHCHUM NPOKYPOPOM, NPO2OJIOCY8ANA NPOMU Hb020. X0Ud OKPYIHCHULL
NPOKYPOP 3as6U8, WO OCKapacums 3akononpoexm y cyoi, sxkuo C. Pamagoca nionuwe tiozo,
Business Unity SA (Busa) ma Business4SA (B4SA) 3aaensaioms, wo nooadyme ogiyitiny
nemuyiro npe3udeHmosi 3 NPOXanHaM nosepHymu 3akononpoekm npo NHI nazao oo
Hayionanvnux 360pis 011 6Hecenns nonpagox. bisnec-epynu sascaiome, wo 3aKOHONPOEKm y
11020 HUHIWHbLOMY popmami He Tuuie Henpaye30amHull, Hepeanizo8aHull i HeOOCMynHul 3a
YIiHOI0, a Ul HEKOHCMUMYYIUHUL SIK HA MAMepialbHO-NPABO8UX, MAK i Ha NPOYEOYPHUX
niocmasax. bisnec-epynu eucnosunu enuboke 3aHeNOKOEHH MUM, WO, HE38AHCAI0YU HA GHECEHHS]
3AKOHONPOEKMY 00 NAPIAMEHMY YOMUPU POKU MOMY, He OVI0 BHECEHO HCOOHOI 3MIHU,
HEe36aXCa4u Ha KPUMUYHI 8I102YKU MEOUYHUX NPAYIBHUKIB, NPUBAMHUX NOCMAYATIbLHUKIG
MeOUYHUX NOCTye MAd NPO2PaAM MeOUYHOT O0ONOMO2U.
https://www.news24.com/citypress/news/business-groups-set-to-petition-ramaphosa-not-to-sign-
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Business organisations in the country are urging President Cyril Ramaphosa not to sign the
controversial National Health Insurance (NHI) Bill into law, arguing that the bill in its current
form is unconstitutional and unimplementable.

This comes after the National Council of Provinces (NCOP) on Wednesday voted in favour of
the NHI system, which strives to create universal health coverage in South Africa.

Eight of the nine provinces voted to approve the bill, while the DA-governed Western Cape
voted against it.
READ: NHI one step closer after NCOP votes in favour of bill

While the DA has indicated that it will challenge the bill in court should Ramaphosa sign it into
law, Business Unity SA (Busa) and Business4SA (B4SA) say they will submit a formal petition
to the president, requesting that he refer the NHI Bill back to the National Assembly for
amendment.

The business groups believe that the bill, in its current format, is not only unworkable,
unimplementable, and unaffordable, but it is also unconstitutional, both on substantive and
procedural grounds.

Martin Kingston, B4SA steering committee chair, said Busa and B4SA have, throughout the
entire NHI Bill legislative process, highlighted the deficiencies in the bill, including those
unconstitutional provisions that required clarification and amendment.
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Deep concerns have been raised by the business groups that, despite the bill’s introduction in
Parliament four years ago, not a single change has been made despite critical feedback from
medical professionals, private healthcare providers and medical aid schemes.

READ: Mondli Makhanya | NHI: Mzansi, let’s not #@%& this up asseblief!

They have also warned that should the NHI be passed into law, the country would require an
additional R200 billion in taxes to implement it.

In a statement released on Wednesday, Kingston said:

Our concerns, recommendations, research, data and inputs, as well as those made by a wide
range of experts and affected stakeholders, have been summarily ignored by the Parliamentary
Portfolio Committee on Health and the NCOP, which are legally mandated to ensure that the
NHI Bill passes constitutional muster and is properly configured to give healthcare the best
possible chance of success.

“No amendments were made at all, including those suggested by the department of health itself,
which is deeply concerning for our country and democracy.”

Kingston said the consequences of passing this bill, unamended, would be devastating for the
country.

It will materially delay access to universal health coverage, lead to disinvestment in the
healthcare sector, further damage our already fragile economy and create significant risks for the
country in terms of the quality, management and governance of healthcare.

He said Busa and B4SA would, in their petition to Ramaphosa, specifically raise flaws in areas
of the legislative process and substance of the bill that they believed were unconstitutional.

Regarding the procedural constitutional aspects, the organisations argue that Parliament's
evaluation of the socioeconomic impact of the NHI Bill was insufficient. They believe that the
National Economic Development and Labour Council process related to the bill was not adhered
to, public participation inputs were not adequately taken into account and numerous valuable
suggestions from businesses and other stakeholders were disregarded.

READ: Billions needed for NHI — but what about maintaining it?

In terms of the substantive constitutional flaws in the NHI bill, they raised concerns over section
33, which gives the health minister unfettered power to determine the restricted role for medical
schemes.

This is damaging to the private health sector as a whole, and there is no rational basis for this
approach. This clearly introduces significant concentration risk due to the single fund model and
adverse impacts both on people’s ability to seek care in the private sector and on the overloading
of the public sector.

“The proposed amendments only seek to allow for the role of medical schemes to be determined
in a consultative process in measured phases in a manner that is consistent with the policy
objectives. It is bewildering that this constructive and supportive approach has been rebuffed.”






