BBC —-09.12.2023

DR Congo President Tshisekedi compares Rwanda counterpart
Kagame to Hitler

IIpe3uoenm /[P Konzo Yicexeodi nopienioe konezy 3 Pyanou Kazame 3 I'imnepom
Jlioep [lemokpamuunoi Pecnybniku Koneo nionsg ceoi pumopuuni Hanaoku Ha c8020
PYaAHOTICbK020 Kole2y Ha IHWUll pigeHsb, nopisusasuiu 1020 3 Aoorvgom I'imnepom. Penikc
Yicekeoi cxazas, wo Ilon Kacame nosoouscs sax I'imnep, i 0ooas: «A 0biysiio, wo 6in
3axinuumo ax 'imnepy. @. Hicexeoi, sikuil 6ede KAMNAHIIO 34 hepeoOPaHHs, BUCMYNAE HA
mimuney 6 bykagy, nenooanik 6i0 kopoony 3 Pyanooro. Bin uacmo 3eunysauyeas Pyanody 6
nIOMpuUMYi NOBCMAHYI8 HA cX00i 1l020 KPaiHu, Wo 60HA 3a8xHCOU 3anepedysana. Peunuk
ypaody Pyanou nazeas komenmapi npezudenma Koneo "2eonocnoro ma wimkorw noepozorn”.
OcKinbKu 00 2010CYBAHHSA 3ATUWUNOCA MeHue 080X mudicHig, D. Hicekedi namazaembcs
3apyuumucs niOmpumkoio Ha opyeuti mepmin. Hessaoicarouu na cnpobu npuoywumu
HACUILCMBO, SKI BKII0UANU V200U NPO NPUNUHEHHS B02HIO MA NPUCYMHICMb PeiOHAIbHUX
siticok 1 giticek OOH, Ha cx00i kpainu éce we nanye nebesneka. Qucnenni 036poeni epynu
CHPUYUHUNIU XAOC, ) MOMY YUCTi ouontosani mymci noscmanyi M23, axux, sa crosamu @.
Yicekeodi, niompumye Pyanoa.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-67669187

The Democratic Republic of Congo's leader has taken his rhetorical attacks on his Rwandan
counterpart to another level by comparing him to Adolf Hitler.

Felix Tshisekedi said Paul Kagame was behaving like Hitler, and added: "I promise he will
end up like Hitler".

Mr Tshisekedi who is campaigning for re-election, was addressing a rally in Bukavu, close
to the Rwandan border.

He has often accused Rwanda of backing rebels in the east of his country, which it has
always denied.

The spokesperson for Rwanda's government described the Congolese president's comments
as "a loud and clear threat".

With the vote less than two weeks away, Mr Tshisekedi is trying to win backing for a
second term. Despite attempts to quell the violence, which has included ceasefire deals and the
presence of regional and UN troops, who are now leaving, insecurity is still rife in the east of the
country.

A multiplicity of armed groups have caused mayhem, including Tutsi-led M23 rebels, who
Mr Tshisekedi has said are supported by Rwanda.

A UN group of experts made a similar observation in a report released earlier this year with
the US backing its findings.

The M23 has been seizing Congolese territory forcing hundreds of thousands of people to
flee their homes.

Speaking on Friday night, Mr Tshisekedi said to supporters that he would tell Mr Kagame
that "since he wanted to behave like Adolf Hitler by having expansionist aims, | promise he will
end up like Adolf Hitler.

"However, he [has] met his match, someone who is determined to stop him and protect his
country."

Hitler, responsible for the deaths of millions, including six million Jewish people in the
Holocaust, ended up taking his own life in a bunker in the German capital, Berlin, in 1945.

His efforts to expand German territory led to World War Two.

Mr Tshisekedi has previously described the Rwandan leader as "the enemy of the
Democratic Republic of Congo™. In a BBC interview last year, he said their relationship was "cold
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for lack of a better word. It is he who unfortunately decided to attack the Democratic Republic of
Congo".

Mr Kagame has always dismissed such talk in the past, accused Mr Tshisekedi of being a
"war monger" and instead focussed on another rebel group in the east of DR Congo - the Hutu-led
FDLR - which Rwanda sees as a threat.

In her message on X, formerly Twitter, responding to the Hitler remarks, Rwandan
government spokesperson Yolande Makolo said it was "a loud and clear threat by the DRC
president, in a context where the FDLR is more armed than ever".

Mr Kagame has been the dominant political figure in Rwanda since the end of the 1994
genocide, in which about 800,000 people were slaughtered by ethnic Hutu extremists targeting the
Tutsi minority.
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