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Macron in Hungary: No rule of law progress until April
E. Makpou 6 Yeopwuni: eepxosencmeo npasa e 06yoe npozpecysamu 00
keimus 2022 p.

Veopwuna ne nocmynumuocs y npomucmosinui 3 €C uepesz 6epxo6eHcmseo npasa nepeo
3azanbHumu subopamu y keimui 2022 p., seasxcae npesudenm Ppanyii Emmanioens Maxpon
nicns 3ycmpiui 3 npem'ep-minicmpom B. Opbanom. "V yux numannsx € 0ysice He3HAYHULL
npoepec, € YimKka yeopcbKa 60711 He 00CsAemu npocpecy 8 Yux NUMaHHsx 00 Keimuesux eubopis”, -
ckazas E. Maxpon nio uac c6o2o 00HoO0ennoz2o gizumy 0o byoanewma. E. Maxpon 06iui niymas
Yeopwuny 3 Ionvwero y ceoiil 8i0nosiodi Ha 3anUmMarHsL HCYPHALICMIB, ajle ICHO, WO GIH NPAMO
062060p108a8 NUMAHHS, NO8 A3AHI 3 6EPXOBEHCMBOM NPABA, NPABAMU MEHUWIUH, BKAIOYAIOYUU
npasa JITBTK+, i kopynyieto 6 Yeopwuni nio uac 3ycmpiui 3 B. Opoarnom ooun na ooun."y nac
€ po3bixchocmi, sKi 5 0yoice yimko niomeepous”, - zassus E. Makpon. B. Opban noodinuscs yiero
OYIHKOI0 HA 3aKIH0YHIL npecKoHpepenyii camimy Buwespadcvkoi epynu, nio wac sKoi obudsa
Ji0epu UAGIANU MENIy HaNaumosaHicms 00UH 00 00OH020, 4acmo 3yCMpiianyuct, 00Ul 3
OOHUM N0 Yac po3MOBU, HABIMb AKUIO OHU OYIU HA CYEHI 3i CBOIMU NOIbCOKUMU, YECLKUMU MA
cnosayvbkumu koaecamu. B. Opoan cxazas, wjo migxe num i E. Maxponom uacmo 6iodysaiomucs
«ceplio3Hi 0ebamuy, a iHoOI Ul «kcocmpi Oebamuy, aie tomy no0odaromsvcsa apeymenmu. «/Jebamu
noeawi iuute mooi, KOIU 8 HUX HEMAE AKOCMI, AKWOo 0ebamu Marms Kicmo, ye 0oopey.
https://'www.politico.eu/article/emmanuel-macron-hungary-rule-of-law-progress/
Hungary won’t budge in its standoffs with the EU over the rule of law before a general election
in April, French President Emmanuel Macron said after meeting Prime Minister Viktor Orban in
Budapest on Monday.
“There is very little progress on these issues, there is a clear Hungarian will not to make progress
on these questions before the April elections,” Macron told a group of reporters, including
POLITICO, during his one-day visit to Budapest.
Macron twice confused Hungary with Poland in his response to questions by reporters but was
clear he had explicitly discussed issues related to rule of law, minority rights — including
LGBTQ+ rights — and corruption in Hungary in his one-on-one meeting with Orban.
“We have disagreements that I reaffirmed very clearly,” Macron asserted.
Orban shared that assessment at the final press conference of the Visegrad Group summit, during
which both leaders showed a warm disposition toward each other, often facing one another when
they spoke, even though they were on stage with their Polish, Czech and Slovak counterparts.
Orban said there are often “serious debates” and occasionally “sharp debates” between himself
and Macron but that he likes the arguments.
“Debate is only bad if there is no quality in it; if a debate has quality that’s good.”
At the press conference, Orban claimed Hungary’s allocation from the EU’s coronavirus
recovery fund was being withheld due to the country’s controversial anti-LGBTQ+ law, at which
point Macron jumped in to clarify that in fact, it was because of issues related to corruption and
public procurement.
Macron’s main objective in coming to Budapest to meet with Orban and take part in the Visegrad
Group summit was to secure the support of the Central European countries for the main themes
of an ambitious agenda he set for the upcoming French presidency of the Council of the EU, such
as moving forward on an EU migration pact, climate action, the so-called “Strategic Compass”
plan meant to bolster the bloc’s military capabilities, as well as “strategic autonomy” for both the
EU’s economy and its defense.
It also allowed Macron to keep a promise to visit all 26 EU member states before the end of his
presidential term.
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“I’d like to make clear that Hungary’s relationship with President Macron is that of respect,”
Orban said during joint statements to the press earlier in the day. “We are political opponents and
also European partners.”

Far-right French presidential candidates Marine Le Pen and Eric Zemmour have rushed to
Budapest in recent weeks to meet with the Hungarian prime minister, looking to burnish their
Euroskeptic, ultra-nationalist street cred ahead of France’s own election in April.

Macron has not yet officially declared his run for reelection and was careful to frame his visit as
part of his consultations ahead of his presidency of the Council of the EU.

Opposites attract

Orban and Macron formally belong to polar opposite ends of the political spectrum.
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The Hungarian leader has aspirations to create a new, pan-European alliance of nationalist and
Euroskeptic parties. Macron’s La République En Marche, meanwhile, stands at the center of a
progressive movement, Renew Europe, and is allied with some of Orban’s most vocal domestic
opponents.

But the two leaders have largely avoided public spats, working together behind the scenes when
their interests converge on the European stage.

“Macron formed an axis with the Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban in the Council,”
European People’s Party group leader Manfred Weber complained in 2019, following his failed
bid to become president of the European Commission.

And while he has repeatedly criticized the French leader over migration policy, Orban has over
the years also sought to highlight what they have in common.

On Monday, Orban said he and Macron agree on three things: that they love their homelands;
that both are working to strengthen Europe; and that Europe needs strategic autonomy. For
Hungary, according to Orban, strategic autonomy means a European defense industry, nuclear
energy and a strong agriculture sector.

The French president also met with a group of Orban’s political rivals, including Péter
Marki-Zay, a conservative mayor who is the opposition’s candidate for Hungarian prime minister
in next year’s parliamentary election.

Macron “very firmly said there is no compromise on rule-of-law questions,” MEP Klara Dobrev,
a member of the left-liberal Democratic Coalition — part of the Socialists and Democrats group
in the European Parliament — who attended the meeting, told POLITICO.

At his press conference with the Visegrad leaders, Macron, standing next to Orban, was careful
to justify that meeting by saying they were part of the Renew group in the European Parliament,
which is now presided over by his former political adviser Stéphane Sé¢journé, and that as such it
was “legitimate.”

He also started his visit to Hungary by visiting the tomb of Hungarian philosopher Agnes Heller,
who was an outspoken critic of Orban.



