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Rwanda accuses Burundi of instigating a youth revolt against Paul 

Kagame 

Руанда звинувачує Бурунді у підбурюванні до молодіжного 

повстання проти Поля Кагаме 
Руанда звинувачує Бурунді у спробі спровокувати молодіжне повстання в Руанді з метою 

повалення режиму президента Поля Кагаме, оскільки відносини між двома країнами 

погіршуються. Стверджується, що президент Бурунді Еварист  Ндаїшиміє, діючи як 

поборник Африканського союзу з питань молоді, миру та безпеки, "висунув кілька 

необґрунтованих та підбурювальних звинувачень, спрямованих на розпалювання розколу 

серед руандійців та подальшу загрозу миру та безпеці в районі Великих озер". Бурунді, 

розташована на півдні країни, закрила сухопутний кордон із Руандою у грудні 2023 року 

після того, як звинуватила її у допомозі повстанцям Червоної Табари. Президент 

Республіки Руанда Поль Кагаме закликав свій народ бути готовим до будь-яких викликів. 

Він зазначив, що Руанда не зацікавлена у створенні конфлікту з нашими сусідами. Ми 

продовжимо працювати з партнерами в регіоні та за його межами, щоб сприяти 

стабільності та подальшому розвитку. 

 

https://www.news24.com/news24/africa/news/rwanda-accuses-burundi-of-instigating-a-youth-

revolt-against-paul-kagame-20240124 

 

Burundi's President Évariste Ndayishimiye is accused of telling Rwandan youths to rise up. 

Rwanda is accused of supporting a Rwandan rebel group, RED Tabara, which operates from the 

eastern DRC. 

Paul Kagame urged Rwandans to be patriotic and ready for any challenge. 

Burundi has been accused of trying to instigate a Rwandan youth revolt to overthrow President 

Paul Kagame's regime, as relations between the two countries continue to deteriorate. 

 

Rwanda said Burundi's President Évariste Ndayishimiye made "inflammatory statements" when 

addressing a youth gathering after the inauguration of Felix Tshisekedi's second term as 

president of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

 

"For anyone to try and undermine this progress by calling on young Rwandans to overthrow 

their government is troubling. But for a leader of a neighbouring country to do so from an 

African Union platform is deeply irresponsible and a flagrant violation of the African Union 

Charter," the Rwandan government said in a statement. 

 

It is alleged that Ndayishimiye, acting in his capacity as the African Union Champion for Youth, 

Peace and Security, "made several baseless and incendiary allegations aimed at inciting division 

among Rwandans and further jeopardising peace and security in the Great Lakes Region". 

 

 

Burundi, on the south, closed its land border with Rwanda in December last year after accusing 

the latter of aiding RED Tabara rebels. 

 

RED Tabara is based in eastern DRC, launching attacks into Burundi. 

 

In December, they claimed responsibility for an attack that left 20 dead in Gatumba, the 

Mutimbuzi district in west Burundi's Bujumbura province, near the border between Burundi and 

the DRC. 
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The rebels have been fighting the Burundi government since 2015. 

 

Rwanda also has strained relations with its eastern neighbour, the DRC, due to the M23 rebels 

causing instability in North Kivu, DRC. 

 

However, Rwanda claimed it was not interested in conflict with its neighbours. 

 

The Rwandan government said: 

 

Rwanda has no interest in creating conflict with our neighbours. We will continue to work with 

partners in the region and beyond to foster stability and continued development. 

 

 

Meanwhile on Tuesday, addressing the Umushykirano gathering which brings Rwandans from 

all walks of life together, Kagame urged his people to be up for any challenge. 

 

"As Rwandans, we cannot be complacent. We have unique challenges. We are a small country, 

with a modest economy. But there are no small people, unless they want and accept to be small. 

In the last 30 years, Rwandans have proven that a country and a people can rise from the ashes of 

a genocide.  

 

"That is why, as Rwandans, we cannot do business as usual, we cannot afford to feel comfortable 

about anything. We don't have that luxury. Where others work for two hours and go to sleep, we 

have to work for 10 more hours; where others can afford to walk, we have to run to catch up. 

That is how Rwanda is and we need to act accordingly. We need to do the right thing to reach 

our shared vision for a bright future," he said. 


