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First lady Jill Biden visits Panama on Latin America tour 

Перша леді Джилл Байден відвідала Панаму з туром Латинською 

Америкою 

Перша леді США Джилл Байден прибула до Панами, що стало її 

другою зупинкою у рамках візиту до трьох країн Латинської Америки перед 

тим, як наступного місяця у Лос-Анджелесі у Сполучених Штатах пройде 

саміт країн Америки. Адміністрація Байдена намагалася набрати обертів у 

регіоні напередодні Саміту Америк наступного місяця, але зіткнулася з 

опором через своє небажання запросити Кубу, Венесуелу та Нікарагуа для 

участі. Президент Мексики Андрес Мануель Лопес Обрадор заявив минулого 

тижня, що не буде присутнім, якщо країни будуть виключені. 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/world/first-lady-jill-biden-visits-panama-on-latin-

america-tour-1.5913353 

 

U.S. first lady Jill Biden arrived in Panama Friday, her second stop on a 

three-country Latin America visit before the United States hosts the Summit of the 

Americas next month in Los Angeles. 

Biden landed in Panama City around midday and went directly to the 

presidential palace for a meeting with Yasmin Colon, Panama's first lady. 

The two first ladies later visited a nearby school to learn about Colon's "See 

and Hear to Learn" program, which provides eye and hearing exams -- and 

eyeglasses and hearing aids, as needed -- to students. 

Children waved Panamanian and U.S. flags in greeting at the Childhood 

Home School. Colon showed Biden classrooms where children's hearing and sight 

was being tested. The women spoke with children receiving new eyeglasses and 

hearing aids. 

Biden arrived from Ecuador, where she emphasized the close relationship 

between nations of the Americas and how the economic or political situation in one 

can affect the others. 

The Biden administration has been trying to build momentum in the region 

ahead of next month's Summit of the Americas, but has faced pushback over its 

unwillingness to invite Cuba, Venezuela and Nicaragua to participate. 

Mexico President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador said last week he would 

not attend if countries were excluded. 
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Biden has said he wants to sign a regional declaration on migration and 

protection at the summit. The U.S. has been talking to governments throughout the 

region about controlling migration flows and encouraging some countries to host 

more asylum seekers to lessen the pressure at the U.S. border. 

Panama is a critical transit country for migrants traveling from South 

America toward the U.S. They pass through the dense jungle of the Darien Gap 

that divides Panama and Colombia. 

 


