News24.- 05.12.2023
Despite SA anger, Botswana to extend and expand fresh-produce
import restrictions

He3zearncarouu na znie CA, bomceana po3uiuprosamume 00MeHceHHs

Ha IMRopm CEidCUX NPOOYKMIE.

bomceana 3assuna, wo pozwuprogamume obmedceHHss HA IMROPM OESIKUX CBIHCUX NPOOYKMIE,
OCKINbKU 80HA HAMALAEMbCS CMAMU CAMOOOCMAMHBLOIO Y NPOO0BOILCMEI MA CKOPOMUMU
sumpamu Ha imnopm. Minicmepcmeo cilbCbKo2o 20Cno0apcmea nogiooMuI0, wo 3a00poHa Ha
iMnopm nomioopis, Kapmon.ii, yubyii ma iHWUxX NPOOYKmMIs, sIKa UKIUKALA 00VpeHHs (hepmepis
v cycioniu Iligoenniu Agppuyi i mana 3axinyumucs nanpuxinyi epyons 2023 p., menep oismume
0o kinys 2025 poky. Kinbxicms 3a60poneHux npeomemis maxoxtc noogoimscs 00 aunusa 2024
poky. V 36epuenni 0o nayii npesudenm bomceanu Moxesimci Macici 3as6us, wjo 3abopona
iMnopmy ckopomuia sumpamu Kpainu Ha imMmnopm ceixcux npooykmie na 71 %. bomceana
3AA6TAE, WO 3AXUWAE 2ATY3] NPOMUCTIOB0CTI, Alle NIBOEHHOADPUKAHCLKI hepmepu
CMBepoAHCYIomb, o 3a60poHa nopyutye 200y Mummnoeo cor3y Iliedennoi Agppuxu.
https://www.news24.com/fin24/international/despite-sa-anger-botswana-to-extend-and-expand-
fresh-produce-import-restrictions-20231205

Botswana said on Monday it would extend and expand restrictions on imports of some fresh
produce as it tries to become self-sufficient in food and cut its import bill.

The ban on imports of tomatoes, potatoes, onions and other produce - which has angered farmers
in neighbouring South Africa and was due to expire at the end of December - would now run
until the end of 2025, the agriculture ministry said.

The number of restricted items would also double to 32 from July next year, the ministry added.

The wait until July would act as a grace period to give Botswana's "farmers some time to plant so
that local produce can be ready," it said.

The drought-prone country's agricultural sector is relatively small, accounting for about 5% of
economic output, with local farmers squeezed by cheaper imports from South Africa.

South Africa supplied about 80% of the country's food before a two-year ban was initially
implemented from January 2022.
In a state of the nation address last month, Botswana's President Mokgweetsi Masisi said the

import ban had slashed the country's fresh-produce import bill by 71%.

Botswana says it is protecting nascent industries, but South African farmers have said the ban
violates the Southern Africa Customs Union agreement.
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