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Kazakhstan crisis: President claims violent protests were ''attempted
coup d'état"

Kpu3sa 6 Kazaxcmani: npe3udenm Ha3eae npomecmu i3

3ACMmMOCyYy6aAHHAM HAcCUibcmea « cnp06010 ()epofcaenozo nepeeopomnty)
Ipesudenm Kazaxcmany Kacum-Komapt Kemervosuu Toxaes 3a36us, wo HewjodasHi
HACUTbHUYbKE 0eMOHCMPAaYii, Wo 8pazuiu Kpainy, OViu «HAMASAHHAM 0EPHCABHO20 NEPesoPOmy»
3 O0KY «030pO€EHUX DOUOBUKIB», 000ABUIU, WO U020 CUIU «HIKOUY He CIPUIAMUMYMb Y MUPHUX
0eMOHCMpaHmie. AeeHmcmeo KOHmMppo38ioku ma 6opomvou 3 mepopusmom Kazaxcmauy
3A56UN0, WO CUMYayis 8 Kpaii «cmaobinizysanacs ma nepedy8ae nio KOHMpoaIemy.
Kaszaxcmancokuii nidep, sixuti 3axiuxas Pocito 0donomoemu npudywiumu npomecmu, ckasas, ujo
«POCIUCHKI BIICbKA, CNPAMOBAHI 8 KpaiHy, Oy0ymu suseoeniy. Komenmapi npezudoenma
NpONYyHAIU nio yac 8ideod3sinka 3 Bonooumupom Ilyminum ma inwumu 2nagamu Co03HUX
depacas.
https.//www.euronews.com/2022/01/10/kazakhstan-crisis-president-claims-violent-protests-were-
attempted-coup-d-etat

The president of Kazakhstan has claimed that the recent violent demonstrations that have shaken the
country were an "attempted coup d'état" by "armed fighters", adding that his forces would "never" fire
on peaceful protesters.

Both President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin have said that
Russian forces sent to the country will be withdrawn.

The Kazakh leader, who called for Russian help to quell the protests last week, said this would happen
"soon". Putin said they would go "when their mission is complete".

The authorities in Kazakhstan said on Monday that nearly 8,000 people were detained by police during
last week's violence, marking the worst unrest the former Soviet nation has faced since gaining
independence 30 years ago.

Kazakhstan’s counterintelligence and anti-terrorism agency said the situation in the country has
"stabilised and is under control".

Monday has been declared a day of mourning for dozens of victims of the unprecedentedly violent
unrest. The country’s Health Ministry said on Sunday that 164 people, including three children, were
killed.

The president's comments came during a video call with Putin and other allied heads of state.

"Groups of armed fighters who were waiting for their moment went into action. Their main objection has
clearly come to light... it amounts to an attempted coup d'état," President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
said.

"Never have we used nor will we use military force against peaceful protesters," he added. On Friday,
he authorised law enforcement to shoot to kill "terrorists" without warning,

According to the president, organised "terrorist" forces included "Islamists" as well as "criminals",
"troublemakers" and '"little hoodlums'. He also said that government forces had regained control.

On Sunday exiled opposition leader Akezhan Kazhegeldin told Euronews that "extremists" were
paid by allies of Kazakhstan's former president Nursultan Nazarbayev to turn the otherwise peaceful
protests violent in Almaty, the country's economic capital.

Nazarbayev let Tokayev replace him as president in 2019 but continued to wield considerable power.
But last week Nazarbayev was replaced as head of the National Security Council after a reported rift
between the current president and his predecessor.

The former head of Kazakhstan's anti-terror agency was arrested on charges of attempting to
overthrow the government, officials said on Saturday.



The demonstrations began over rising fuel protests and snowballed mto wider dissatisfaction with the
regime, including poor living conditions as well as 30 years under one-party rule. Dissent was targeted
against Nazarbayev in particular, with people chanting "Old man out!"



