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Zambia president's supporters attack journalists for ‘collaborating
to take down government'
IpuxuibHUKH npe3naeHTa 3aMO0il HANAJIM HA )KYPHAJIICTIB 32

«CHPUAHHA NOBAIEHHIO YPAOY»

Ipuxunvruxu npe3udenma 3amoii Xaxainoe Xiuinemu Hananu Ha HCYpHALICMIB, AKUX GOHU
36UHYBAUYIOMb Y HE2AMUBHOMY 8UCBImMAeHHI npasaayoi napmii. I ye nonpu me, wo X. Xiuinema
3akauxae 00 co6oou 3MI y 3ambii. 3a oanumu Komimemy 3axucmy sxcypuanicmis (K3K) na
JrcypHanicmie 6yno cKoeno 06a okpemi nanaou. Koopounamop npoepamu K3K 6 Agppuyi A.
Kesinman 3axnuxana enaoy poszcnioyeamu yi cnpasu, 60 He MOA*CHA 0ONYCcKamu Oe3kapHocmi 3a
3N0YUHU NPOMU JHCYPHALICMIB Y KPAiti, npe3udenm sKoi 30008'13a6cs 3abe3neuumu c60600y
npecu. X. Xiuinema noobiysae, wjo 1io2o yps0 He 30upacmucsi Rpuoyuysamu c60000y BUPAIHCEHHS.
oymox ma acoyiayiti. MixcHapoOona Hedepicasna opeanizayis 3axucmy npas 1r0o0uHU, Ka
obepicae c60000y cnosa 8 ycbomy ceimi « Penopmepu 6e3 KopOoHie» nogioomuia, wo nicis
oopanns X. Xiuinemu npezudenmom y cepnui 2021 poky ceobooa 3MI noxpawunacs nicas
KLIbKOX eaxckux pokie. OOHaK 3akoHo0asya 6asa, sk i pauiue, nompeoye 600CKOHANIEHHS, A
EeKOHOMIYHI NPoOIeMU KpaiHu, 5K i pauiule, CMpUMyrOms HCYPHAICMCbKY HE3ANEeHCHICb.
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Three journalists were attacked by supporters of Zambia's ruling party.

The journalists were accused of collaborating to take down the government.

Zambian President Hakainde Hichilema promised a free media when he came to power.
Supporters of Zambian President Hakainde Hichilema have attacked journalists they accuse of
giving the ruling party negative publicity.

This is despite Hichilema having called for media freedom in Zambia.

According to the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), there were two separate attacks on
journalists on 8 April.

In the eastern district of Petauke, six supporters of the ruling United Party for National
Development (UPND) went to the offices of Radio Explorer, an independent broadcaster.
When they got there, they assaulted reporter Charles Chimwemwe Banda.

He said they accused him of "collaborating to take down the government”, and kicked him in the
face and head and punched him.

"They started beating me up with their fists all over the body, my face, and head,” Banda said.
He didn't report the matter to the police after the local leadership of the UPND said they would
address the matter internally and promised to issue a public apology. However, they had not

done so by Tuesday.

READ | Zambians say their country is a functioning democracy - Afrobarometer
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Male Kapema, the station manager at the privately owned broadcaster Serenje Radio, reporter
Sheila Kalunga and accountant Enoch Kile Champo were also beaten up by at least 20 ruling
party supporters.

The journalists had earlier recorded a standoff between an estimated 40 UPND and Socialist
Party members. This was after allegations that a Socialist Party leader had shot a UPND
member.

“I sought medical attention... but I'm still in pain. My back was hurt from the kicks they
unleashed on me,” Kalunga told CPJ.

Angela Quintal, CPJ’s Africa programme coordinator, challenged authorities to investigate the
matters, especially after Hichilema publicly spoke about media and press freedom.

Quintal said:

Politically motivated violence against journalists in Zambia is a serious concern, and United
Party for National Development leaders must condemn the recent attacks on three members of
the press by the party’s supporters. Authorities must thoroughly investigate these attacks.
Impunity for crimes against journalists should not be tolerated in a country whose president has
committed to ensuring press freedom.

Speaking in March at the Lusaka leg of the Democracy Summit, Hichilema promised that his
government was not going to oppress freedom of expression and association.

"On our part as Zambia, we are committed to ensuring a free media, protecting freedom of
assembly and association, as well as ensuring an independent electoral commission,™ he said.

Reporters Without Borders say since Hichilema’s election as president in August 2021, media
freedom has improved after some difficult years.

However, the legislative framework still needs improving and the country's economic problems
continue to hold back journalistic independence.



