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An analyst's take on the russia-Africa forum in st petersburg

Iloznao ananimuxa na gpopym pocia-Agpuka y cankm-nemepoyp3i
Jloseoouikysanuii Exonomixo-eymanimapnuii popym pocis-Appuxa 3a6epuiuscs cymiwiutio
2CONONIMUYHUX 34518 MA piuleHb. AHANTMUK NOTTMUYHUX MA eKOHOMIYHUX PUSUKIB Y
agpuxancokux cnpasax M. Jloypenco 6 inmeps 1o «News24» egagicae, wo camim Hacnpasoi
MAo wo o3Hayae K 0 pocii, max i ons Agppuxu. Ha tioco 0ymxy, 00iysnka 6e3K0umosHo2o
3epua ons bypkina-®aco, 3imbabse, Mani, Comani, Llenmpanvnoappurancekoi Pecnyoniku ma
Epumpei simanocs 6, apaxogyrouu macuumadu 8iocymHocmi npo0o8ovbyoi Oe3nexu 6 yux
Kpainax, maxk camo 5K i 00iysHKa CRUCAHHs 60p2i8 3 02150V HA WUPOKY MAKPOEKOHOMIUHY
HecmaobibHicmyb ) pecioni. Ane ye 6yna npocmo 0biyanka npe3udeHma pocii 60100uMupa
nymina, a He meepoe 30008'a3aHHA. YV 6Y0b-2KOMY 8UNAOKY, Ye MOMCe He MAMmU 8eIUKO20
3HauenHs O OLTbULOCMI APYPUKAHCLKUX KPATH 3 BUCOKUM OOP208UM HABAHMANCEHHAM,
8PAX08YIOUU, WO POCis He € OOHUM 3 OCHOBHUX KPEOUMOPIB. POCIS HAMA2AEMbCS 3aPYYUMUCS
NIOMPUMKOIO APPUKAHCLKUX KPAIH, HAYINIOWYUCH HA IXHI CIAOKT Micys — 8i0CYMHICMb
npo0080NLYOI be3neKku ma 8uUcoke OOpP2o8e HaABAHMANCEHHS.
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in-st-petersburg-20230731

Putin promises grains, debt write-off as Russia seeks Africa allies

An analyst said it was more of a talk shop between Russia and its African allies.

The summit was a chance for Africans to make it clear they wanted the war in Ukraine to end.
To include the AU in the G20 is a mutually beneficial decision for China, Russia, the EU and
us.

The highly anticipated Russia-Africa Economic and Humanitarian Forum in St Petersburg ended
on Friday with a mixture of geopolitical statements and decisions.

News24 spoke to Marisa Lourenco, a political and economic risk analyst on African affairs, who
is of the view that the summit did not really amount to much for both Russia and Africa.

New24: Did Russia get what it needed from the summit?

Lourenco: Neither Russia nor African governments got much out of the summit. Certainly, the
promise of free grain for Burkina Faso, Zimbabwe, Mali, Somalia, Central African Republic and
Eritrea would have been welcomed, given the extent of food insecurity in these countries, as
would have the promise of debt write-offs, given the broad macroeconomic instability in the
region.

But these are promises and not firm commitments.

It isn't yet clear how they will work and, more importantly, what African countries will have to
promise in return.

Looking more closely, besides imports of armaments, which Russia has been supplying to
several African countries for decades, the former Soviet power does not have as much reach or
influence in Africa compared to other foreign powers like the US, China and France.
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I think it is also clear that most African leaders would prefer to see an end to the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, because its global impact is hitting the continent particularly hard, with rising costs of
living the most damaging effect of all of this.

News24: For African countries, was it worthwhile to be in St Petersburg?

Lourenco: On the one hand, yes. It is important that African leaders make it clear to other
foreign powers that they are willing to consider all sides, and blind loyalty or allegiance to one
power is no longer the order of the day.

We are living in a multipolar world, and not the bipolar one of the Cold War, where African
governments don't have to choose a side in order to survive.
What can Russia offer to Africa?

They need to be able to bargain for deals that benefit them. But, on the other hand, Russia does
not have as much to offer Africa as it would like, and I am not sure all of the promises mentioned
above will be realised fully.

If we consider the last Russia-Africa summit in 2019 in Sochi, not much came out of that, and |
think we can expect the same here.

News24: Where does it place the United States (US) and the European Union (EU) in terms of
wanting to lure African countries, especially through a seat at the G20?

Lourenco: The US and the EU have more sway in Africa, more broadly, especially with their
increasing involvement in countries' energy and infrastructure sectors - to secure their own
carbon-neutral futures, of course - and especially as China is no longer on the same infrastructure
drive in the region as it was before.

Of course, many African countries' refusal to condemn the Russia-Ukraine conflict presents a
conundrum for the US and the EU.

But they may soon realise that including the African Union (AU) in the G20 is a mutually
beneficial decision.

News24: How about Zimbabwe's Emmerson Mnangagwa openly saying he supports Russia's
invasion of Ukraine. Was that wise?

Lourenco: President Mnangagwa's statement in support of Russia follows a long pattern of
erratic decision-making on the part of his administration.

Just a few months ago, he was working with the African Development Bank and former
Mozambican president Joaquim Chissano to pardon some of Zimbabwe's US$ 8 billion debt,
some of which is owed to the World Bank and European countries, which would help the
country unlock support from the IMF.

This statement is certainly going to bring an end to that.



I could speculate that his statement of support coincides with the possible interest of Russian
mining firms in Zimbabwe's lithium sector.

It may also be because Zimbabwe is looking for political allies, as it remains isolated from the
West.

News24: What are the reflections on Africa-Ukraine relations going forward?

Lourenco: | expect they will remain the same, with most African governments remaining neutral
on the conflict, though we may see Ukraine's President VVolodymyr Zelensky make a greater
effort to engage African heads of state.

Days before the summit, he stated that meetings with African leaders should be on African soil.
This was likely intended to put down Russia for not holding its Russia-Africa summit in an

African country, but perhaps Zelensky will increase his engagement with the global south to gain
more sympathy.

It won't be at the top of his agenda, but given his recent frustrations at being unable to have
Ukraine accepted into NATO, he may begin to look elsewhere.

Admittedly, African governments do not hold much sway in the matter.

But, as debates grow around Africa's possible representation on the G20, an African country
potentially getting a permanent seat at the UN Security Council, it may not be a bad idea for
Zelenskyy to see if he can get additional countries on his side.

News24: Did the summit have a bearing on BRICS?

Lourenco: | don't believe so, no. There are other African countries that would like to be BRICS
members - but, within the current grouping, Brazil and China have the most sway over the
(BRICS) evolution.

News24: The debt write-off by Russia to African countries, what message does it send?

Lourenco: Russia is trying to get support from African countries by targeting their weak spots —
food insecurity and high debt loads.

It certainly would be appealing for countries to have their debt to Russia pardoned or reduced,
especially since we have seen that the West and China are not fans of that approach. They prefer
to defer repayments down the line, which one could argue keeps debt-ridden countries in a debt
trap, sometimes through irresponsible lending.

It is, therefore, a way for Russia to gain influence and perhaps become the preferred partner.
But whether or not Russia has the room to do this is not clear.
It was simply a pledge by President Vladimir Putin, not a firm commitment. In any case, it may

not make a major difference to most African countries with high debt loads, given that Russia is
generally not one of their main creditors.






