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Liberians protest over economic hardship and president's absence

Jioepiityi npomecmyroms uepe3 eKOHOMIYHI MPYOHOUl ma 6i0CymHICHb
npe3udenma

binvwe mucaui nrodeu npueonanucs 0o demoncmpayii 8 nepeomicmi cmoauyi J1idepii,
npomecmyrouy NPOmu eKOHOMIYHUX MPYOHOWI8 | MPUBanoi 8i0CymHocmi npe3udenma
IDicopooica Bea 6 kpaini. I[lpomseom n’amu pokie npaeninus /l. Bea, enizoouuno
gi0bysanucsa macumaoui akyii npomecmy, ane 2Hig w000 YNPABIIHHI eKOHOMIKOIO 3 OOKY
11020 yps0y 3pOcmas, OCKiIbKU aibepiiyi 60pomvcs 3i 3pOCMAHHAM YiH HA
npo00BOILCIBO MA NAJIbHE, N08 A3AHUM i3 8IUHON 8 YKpaini ma Hacriokamu nanoemii
COVID-19. Ocmanniti mimune 6ys opeanizo8anuti Koauiyicio 1omupbox HauOLIbuux
onosuyitiHux napmiu J1ibepii, ane sHympiwiHi cynepeuku npuzeenu 0o moao, wo 6ci, Kpim
oouiei napmii, Aromepnamusnoco Hayionanvnozo konepecy (AHK), sutiwiu 6 ocmanmio
xeununy. bacamo npomecmysanvruxie 6yau 00seHeHi 8 COPOUKU 3 300PANCEHHAM
Onexkcanopa b. Kammineca-mon., axuil smacamumemucs 3 /{. Bea 3a nocm npesudenma
nio npanopom AHK na eubopax 2023 poxy. /lesxi mpumaniu mpancnapawmu 3 Hanucom
«Mu emomunucs cmpasxcoamuy. /. Bea nepebysac 3a medcamu Kpainu 3 KiHYysl HCOBMHS,
nio yac yoeo 6in 6iosioas Kamap, wo6 noousumucs, sk tioco cun Timomi Bea epace 3a
30ipny CLIA na Yemnionami ceimy 3 pymobony, a maxoonc 8iosioas camim nioepie CILLIA
ma A¢gpuxu y Bawunemoni.
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/liberians-protest-over-economic-hardship-
presidents-absence-2022-12-17/

More than a thousand people joined a demonstration in a suburb of Liberia's capital on
Saturday, protesting over economic hardships and President George Weah's prolonged absence
from the country.

Large protests have taken place sporadically during Weah's five years in office, but anger
over his government's management of the economy has grown as Liberians grapple with rising
food and fuel prices linked to the Ukraine war and fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic.

Saturday's rally in Monrovia's Paynesville district was organized by a coalition of
Liberia's four largest opposition parties, but internal disputes led all but one, the Alternative
National Congress (ANC), to pull out at the last minute.

Many of the protesters wore shirts printed with the face of Alexander Cummings, who is
challenging Weah for the presidency under the ANC flag ahead of a 2023 election. Some held
banners reading "We are tired of suffering".

"(The government) is unable to create jobs, yet the president abandoned his people,” said
Prince Barclay, an electrical engineer who said he was concerned about his children's future
prospects.

Weah has been out of the country since the end of October, during which time he visited
Qatar to watch his son, Timothy Weah, play for the U.S. team in the World Cup and attended a
U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit in Washington. He is expected back on Monday.

"We expected a lot from this government but they have failed us," Barclay added.

Lewis Brown, a prominent Liberian politician who served in the cabinets of former
presidents Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and Charles Taylor, was the event's main organiser.

"Too many people in this country are suffering, cannot pay rent, cannot pay school fees,"
Brown said as she addressed the crowd. "Peoplearetired."


https://www.reuters.com/authors/alphonso-toweh/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/liberians-protest-over-economic-hardship-presidents-absence-2022-12-17/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/liberians-protest-over-economic-hardship-presidents-absence-2022-12-17/

