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Dozens of Kenyan lawyers protest what they say is judicial interference
by President Ruto

Hecamku KeHiliCbKux adokamis npomecmyoms npoOmu mo2o, wo, Ha ixHio OYyMKY,

€ CYO08UM BMPYYAHHAM npe3udenma B. Pymo

Keniiicoki topucmu nposenu mupny demoncmpayito 8 Hatipobi npomu moeo, wo 60HU HA38AMU CYOOBUM
empyuannsam npesudenma Binvsima Pymo, sikuil 3a56u6, wjo ne 8UKOHy8amume yxeauu cyoie 6i0 Hibumo
KOpYMROBanux cy00is, AKi O10KYI0mMb 1020 K1H0408i npoekmu po3sumky. Ocmaunimu OHamu B. Pymo maxoosc
HEOOHOPA3080 NOZPOAHCYBAB YCYHYMU CYO0i8, AKUX BiH 36UHYBAYYE 8 00 EOHAHHI 3 11020 NOMTMUYHUMU
KOHKYpeHmamu, ujod 3ipeamu 11020 cnpobu supiviumu npobiemy despobimms ¢ Kenii ma 3abesnewumu docmynte
HCUMILO [ 3a2abHe MeOuuHe 00Cay208y8aHHs. Ale enaa depaicasu He HA0A8 HCOOHUX 00KA3I6 HA NIOMBEPONCEHHS
CBOIX 34516 NPO KOpyMnosanicms cyooie. Ilpoexmu B. Pymo cmanu HenonyusipHuMy 4acmroso yepes me, wjo ypso
cmszye binvuLe no0amkis 0ist ix IHAHCY8AHHS 6 MO 4ac, KOIU KeHIUYl 6i04Y8aroms 3p0CMAHHS 6aPMOCHii
orcummst. I1ioeuwennss no0amkie Ha naivhe, ke, Ha OymMKy B. Pymo, HeobxiOHe 015t moeo, wjob Kpaina euniamuia
deporcasnutl 6ope, 6yn0 0cobaUB0 HOIOUUM.
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NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Kenyan lawyers Friday demonstrated peacefully in Nairobi against
what they say is judicial interference by President William Ruto, who has said he will disregard
court orders from allegedly corrupt judges blocking his key development projects.

In recent days, Ruto has also repeatedly threatened to remove judges he accuses of teaming up
with his political rivals to frustrate his attempts to address unemployment in Kenya and provide
affordable housing and universal health care. But the head of state has not produced any
evidence to back his claims that some judges are corrupt.

”As lawyers we will stand firm to tell the president that you are not above the law, you must
respect the law,” said lawyer Peter Wanyama, who was among some 200 lawyers who staged the
march, blowing whistles and waving placards through the streets and ending up in the office of
the president.
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Ruto’s projects have become unpopular partly due to the fact the government is levying more
taxes to fund them at a time when Kenyans are experiencing increases in the cost of living. An
increase in fuel taxes that Ruto says is necessary for the country not to default on paying public
debt has been particularly painful.

“We want to tell parliament, the speaker and leader of majority that you can’t pass
unconstitutional laws that burden Kenyans and then you want the judiciary to protect it,”
Wanyama said.

The High Court ruled that a housing fund meant to finance the building of 200,000 affordable
homes a year is unconstitutional and stopped the government from charging 1.5% from each
salaried worker to fund it.

The courts have also put on hold the Social Health Insurance Act the government planned to
fund by taxing salaried employees 2.75%.

Ramadhan Abubakar, vice president of the East Africa Law Society, said Ruto’s remarks about
the credibility of judges have the unintended consequence of eroding confidence in the judicial
system.

On Wednesday, Ruto said that the previous regime of Uhuru Kenyatta, had a budget for bribing
judges and that his government will not spend a single cent bribing judges.

The Law Society of Kenya has told Ruto to provide evidence of corruption on judges and use
proper channels in removing them from office.

Since the institution of the 2010 Constitution, which strengthened its independence, the Kenyan
judiciary has restored a lot of the public trust it had lost in successive governments since
independence in 1963. Since 2010, the courts have settled disputes in three general elections.
That reduced tensions and averted election violence similar to that which left more than 1,100
dead and displaced about 600,000 from their homes in 2007.

Ruto was elected last year after campaigning on a promise to respect the independence of the
judiciary, unlike his predecessor Kenyatta, who reduced the institution’s budget and refused to

swear-in judges after the Supreme Court nullified his re-election in 2017.

Associated Press videojournalist Zelipha Kirobi contributed to this report.
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