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Tunisia: Striking judges, lawyers protest president’s action

Tynic: cmpaiikyroui cyooi ma a08okamu npomecmyoms npomu Oill npe3udeHma
Biocmoponenus npezuoenmom Tynicy Kaicom Caidom 57 cy0die cmano ocmanHboio 03HAKOK 3p0CMaioi020
8MpPYUAHHI 8 CYO08Y cucmemy Ha oHi nocunenns enaou npesudenmom. Kpumuxu zeunysamuau K. Caioa 6
opeanizayii oeporcasrnozo nepegopomy 6 naunui 2021 poky nicia moeo, Ak 6iH 368i1bHUE YPAO | NPULHAG HA cebe
BUKOHABYT NOBHOBAVICEHHA. [lecamKu ropucmie ma akmusicmie 3iopanucs na cxodax Ianayy rocmuyii 6 Tywici, wo6
sacyoumu 0ii K. Caioa. Ooui kpuuanu «I ems nepegopomy, a inwi ckandysanu: « Cyooea 61aoa, HiAKUX HAKA3i6
noaiyiiy. Kinoka opucmie nosioomunu Associated Press, uwjo 6oHu npo0ooexicysamumyms eUCmynamu npomu oi
npesudenma, siKi sKouaome giomosy 6io koncmumyyii Tynicy 2014 poxy, wo6 3amicms ybo2o ynpasisamu
yKazamu.

https://apnews.com/article/tunis-tunisia-africa-judiciary-government-and-politics-
b721a7cc9a9e48a8c4ebb064b00dc791

FILE - Tunisia's President Kais Saied speaks during a media conference at an EU Africa summit in Brussels,
Friday, Feb. 18, 2022. Tunisia's President Kais Saied dismissed 57 judges, accusing them of "obstructing the
functioning of justice™ as he strengthened his grip on the judiciary. The judge's dismissal was formalized by decree
Wednesday night June 1, 2022. (Johanna Geron, Pool Photo via AP, File)

TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) — Tunisian lawyers and judges held a small protest outside the capital’s
courts Wednesday as part of their weeklong strike following the president’s dismissal of 57
judges.

President Kais Saied’s removal of the judges was the latest sign of growing interference in the
judiciary as he tightens his grip on power. Critics accused Saied of staging a coup in July 2021
after he sacked the government and took on executive powers.

Dozens of lawyers and activists gathered on the steps of the Palace of Justice in Tunis to
denounce Saied’s actions. Some shouted “Down with the coup,” and others chanted, “Judicial
authority, no police orders.”
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Several lawyers told The Associated Press they would continue their opposition to the
president’s actions, which include ditching Tunisia’s 2014 constitution to rule instead by decree.

Saied’s dismissal of the judges was “illegal and false,” lawyer Amel Miladi said. The firings
didn’t follow the laws “made to protect citizens... laws that are anchored in Tunisian
constitutional law,” she said.

Miladi said she thinks the strike has been successful, and would continue. Another lawyer,
Nawel Toumi said that they intended to “continue this movement and continue to say no”.

Last week, Saied justified his actions by listing a long series of accusations with scant evidence
against dozens of judges, ranging from alleged corruption and the illegal amassing of wealth to
protecting terrorists and sexual harassment.

Hundreds of judges unanimously voted over the weekend to hold a sit-in and strike. They
accused the president of ignoring the constitution and removing judges without “recourse to
disciplinary procedure.”

Courtrooms across the North African country have been closed since Monday. Anas Hamadi,
president of the Association of Tunisian Magistrates, said 99% of judges participated on the first
day of the strike. The protest will continue until the dismissed jurists are reinstated, Hamadi said.

In response, Saied ordered judges’ salaries to be reduced in accordance with the number of strike
days.

Constitutional law professor and opposition figure Jawher Ben Mbarek told the AP that he had
attended Wednesday’s protest to support the judiciary’s independence in the wake of Saied’s
“attacks on the justice system and the judiciary body”.

“(Saied) has regularly harassed judges and the justice system... he has given himself the right to
unilaterally fire judges, without a motive or an official investigation. This is an apprentice
dictator that is trying to restore the dictatorial system that Tunisians got rid of in 2011” said Ben
Mbarek.

Ben Mbarek added that for the first time since 25 July, when Saied first froze Parliament, the
political crisis had extended to include state institutions.

“The judiciary is an sovereign institution of the Tunisian state, and now it is in conflict with the
President of the Republic. It’s a new fact -- for the first time, the state itself is resisting Kais
Saied. This is new and I think this will be fatal for him.”

Saied conferred on himself sweeping powers last year, measures the president claimed were
needed to “save the country from imminent peril” and to fight widespread corruption.

Earlier this year, he replaced Tunisia’s Supreme Judicial Council. The council had been a key
guarantor of judicial independence since the country’s 2011 revolution, which deposed a
longtime autocratic leader and introduced democratic reforms.

Under pressure from Tunisia’s allies, who are concerned about democratic backsliding in the
country, Saied laid out a roadmap that foresees organizing a July 25 referendum on political
reforms and a Dec. 17 parliamentary election.



