Reuters — 15.05.2022

World leaders pay respects in UAE after death of pro-West
president

Ceéimogi nioepu iooaromos wiany nicia cmepmi npo3axionoz2o npe3uoenma OAE
Csimosi nidepu sucnosunu cnigyymms Hosomy nioepy OAE weiixy Myxammady 6in 3aioy
Anv Hazasamy y 36°a3Ky 31 cmepmio 11020 36e0eH020 bpama npe3udenma wetixa Xanighu
0in 3aioa Ane Haxasana na 3Hak niOmpumKu KIi0408020 pe2ioHANbHO20 2PABYsl.
IIpe3uoenm Dpanyii Emmanroens Maxpown, uus kpaina mac npubdymrogi 0inosi ma
siticbkosi 38'3xu 3 OAE, ckaszas Lleiixy Myxammaoy 6 A6y-/labi, wo OAE moocymo
"po3paxosysamu Ha Opyocoy Ppanyii”, i 062c060pus 3 HuM KOHDIKM 8 YVKpaiHi.
IIpe3uoenm I3painto lyxak I'epyor cxazas, wo ecmanosnenns 36 a3kie misic OAE ma
I3painem 0sa poku momy 6y10 HAOOAHHAM 01 8CbO2O PecioHY, NOOYO0BAHO20
«CMITUBUMU MA HOBAMOPCLKUMU Tlioepamuy, exnoyarouu [lletixa Xanigy. Ilpezudoenma
CILIA JIxco Baiioena, wusa aominicmpayis mana eaxcki 36 a3ku 3 OAE ma Cayodiscbkoro
Apasietro, Ha noxoponax 6yoe npeocmasnamu giyenpezudenmrka Kamana Xappic, sixka
siogioae OAE.
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/world-leaders-pay-respects-uae-after-death-
pro-west-president-2022-05-15/

World leaders descended on the United Arab Emirates on Sunday to offer condolences to
new leader Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan on the death of his half-brother President
Khalifa bin Zayed in a show of support to a key regional player.

Sheikh Mohammed, now ruler of wealthy Abu Dhabi emirate, steered the Western-allied
Gulf state, an OPEC oil producer and regional business hub, for years before being named the
UAE's third president by a federal supreme council on Saturday.

French President Emmanuel Macron, whose country holds lucrative business and military
ties with the UAE, told Sheikh Mohammed in Abu Dhabi that the UAE could “count on France's
friendship™ and discussed the Ukraine conflict, the Elysee said.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog said before heading to the Emirati capital that the
establishment of ties between the UAE and Israel two years ago was an asset for the whole region
built by "bold and groundbreaking leaders", including Khalifa.

The UAE, along with Bahrain, upended decades of Arab consensus by forging relations
with Israel, creating a new anti-Iran axis in the region and drawing Palestinian ire.

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas traveled to the UAE to offer his condolences while
Britain's Prime Minister Boris Johnson was due later on Sunday in Abu Dhabi.

Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani also visited and met with Sheikh
Mohammed, the Qatari Amiri Diwan said, in a first such a visit since 2017 when the UAE and
Saudi Arabia imposed a boycott on Doha.

Doha and Abu Dhabi had been for years locked in a bitter rivalry over the role of political
Islam in the Muslim world. The rift was partially resolved last year.

U.S. President Joe Biden, whose administration has had fraught ties with the UAE and
Saudi Arabia, will be represented by Vice President Kamala Harris, due to visit on Monday.

Several Arab leaders paid respects on Saturday. Saudi Arabia's crown prince, whose father
King Salman entered hospital a week ago, sent a delegation.

Sheikh Mohammed, known as MbZ, has been a driving force in Middle East politics,
championing Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in the West as he rose to power and
combating political Islam, seen as a threat to Gulf dynastic rule, around the region.
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MbZ deepened ties with Russia and China as Gulf states increasingly questioned the
regional commitment of traditional security guarantor the United States. Strains in U.S.-Emirati
ties were highlighted by the Ukraine conflict as Gulf states refused to side with Western allies in
isolating Russia.

After years of enmity Abu Dhabi has also moved to engage with Iran and Turkey as the
UAE doubles down on economic growth amid rising regional competition and a global push away
from hydrocarbons, the lifeblood of Gulf economies.
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