Reuters — 10.05.2022
Leonid Kravchuk, independent Ukraine's first president, dies at 88

Y 6iuyi 88 poxie nomep Jleonio Kpasuyk, nepuwiuii npe3udenm He3an1eHcHOT
Ykpainu

Jleonio Kpasuyk, konuwniti KOMyHicm, AKUti 00nomie niOnucamu cCMepmHuil BUPOK
Paosncokomy Corozy, a nomim 6ye nepuium npe3udeHmom He3anexncHoi Ykpainu, nomep
v 8iyi 88 poxis, nosidomue sucoxonocmasnenuti YuHoeHux. "lle cymua nosuna i eenuxa
empama”, - ckazae Auopiu €pmax, xepisnux Ogicy npezudenma Borooumupa
3enencvkoeo. «Bin 6y6 myopum nampiomom Ykpainu, cnpasodi icmopuunoro ¢hicyporo y
3000ymmi HAUWLOI He3ANeHCHOCMI», — HANUcae 6in y 0onuci 6 coymepedxci. J1. Kpaguyk
Ccmae 8i00MULL SIK «XUMPULL TUCY», KOIU BIH NIOHABCSA 8 1A8AX KOMYHICMUYHOI napmii
Yrpainu, obitinaswu nocady 2o1068u napiamenmy mooiunboi paoaHcokoi pecnyoiku 6
1990 poyi. Ane 6in 3anuwius napmiro HEBO0B3i NiCIsL CNPOOU 0EPIAHCABHO20 NEPeBoPoOmy
npomu paosaucvkoeo aioepa Muxaiina I'opoauosa 6 cepnni 1991 poxy. Toeo s micays
VKPAIHCLKUL napaamenm yxeanue [leknapayiro He3aiedcHocmi.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/leonid-kravchuk-independent-ukraines-first-
president-dies-88-2022-05-10/

Leonid Kravchuk, a former communist who helped signed the Soviet Union's death warrant
and then served as the first president of independent Ukraine, has died at the age of 88, a senior
official said on Tuesday.

"It is sad news and a great loss," said Andriy Yermak, chief of staff to President VVolodymyr
Zelenskiy.

"He was a wise patriot of Ukraine, a truly historical figure in gaining our independence,”
he wrote in an online post.

Kravchuk became known as the "wily fox" as he rose through the ranks of Ukraine's
communist party, taking over as head of parliament in what was then a Soviet republic in 1990.

But he quit the party soon after an attempted coup against Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev
in August 1991. Ukraine's parliament adopted a declaration of independence the same month.

After being temporarily handed presidential powers, Kravchuk was elected president on
Dec. 1, 1991, the same day as Ukrainian voters supported secession from the Soviet Union.

Days later, he signed the Belovezha accords with Russian leader Boris Yeltsin and
Belarusian leader Stanislav Shushkevich which effectively triggered the Soviet Union's collapse.

"I understood Ukraine could never be really independent if the USSR (Soviet Union) still
existed,” Kravchuk said. "I came there knowing Ukrainians' aspirations to be independent. | was
fulfilling their will."

Yeltsin died in 2007 while Shushkevich died last week.

In 1994, with Ukraine mired in economic crisis and corruption and Kravchuk facing
accusations of "plundering” the country, he was defeated at the polls by former missile factory
boss Leonid Kuchma. He remained in parliament until 2006.

In 2020, by then a white-haired elder statesman, Kravchuk was appointed to represent
Ukraine in efforts to end the conflict that broke out in 2014 between Russian-backed separatists
and pro-government forces in eastern Ukraine.

Taking a tough stance against Moscow, he said it was not worth expecting anything from
Russia because its objective was "to destroy Ukraine."

In January 1994, he signed an agreement with U.S. President Bill Clinton and Yeltsin,
securing $1 billion in compensation in exchange for Ukraine giving up its post-Soviet nuclear
arsenal - the world's third largest.
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As president, he also signed a cooperation accord with the European Union.
Kravchuk was born near Rivne in western Ukraine on Jan. 10, 1934.



