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Nigeria's labour unions suspend strike after meeting president 
 

Профспілки Нігерії призупинили страйк після зустрічі з президентом 
Головна федерація праці Нігерії погодилася повернутися до переговорів з урядом 

після зустрічі з президентом Болою Тінубу, повідомили лідери профспілок, у день, 

коли сотні нігерійців вийшли на марш проти скасування субсидій на бензин. 

Трудовий конгрес Нігерії (NLC) заявив, що марші у великих містах Нігерії були 

достатньо успішними, щоб змусити Б. Тінубу зустрітися з лідерами профспілок і 

пообіцяти прискорити угоду щодо нової мінімальної заробітної плати серед інших 

обіцянок. Представник президента сказав, що лідери робітничого руху погодилися 

призупинити свій страйк, поки тривають переговори, додавши, що Б. Тінубу 

пообіцяв, що великий нафтопереробний завод, який реконструюється на півдні 

Нігерії, почне переробляти паливо до грудня, що, ймовірно, знизить ціни на бензин. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/nigeria-unions-begin-strike-against-fuel-price-

hike-rising-costs-2023-08-02/ 
 

Nigeria's main labour federation has agreed to return to talks with the government 

following a meeting with President Bola Tinubu on Wednesday, union leaders said, on a day when 

hundreds of Nigerians marched against the removal of a petrol subsidy. 

The Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC) said the marches across major Nigerian cities were 

successful enough to force Tinubu to meet union leaders and vow to expedite an agreement on a 

new minimum wage among other promises. 

Tinubu's spokesman, Dele Alake, said labour movement leaders had agreed to suspend 

their strike while talks continued, adding the president had promised that a major oil refinery under 

rehabilitation in southern Nigeria would start processing fuel by December, likely reducing petrol 

prices. 

Wednesday's strike was the first major test for Tinubu, who scrapped the popular but 

expensive petrol subsidy, which cost the government $10 billion last year, and lifted curbs on 

foreign exchange trading. 
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While Tinubu's reforms have been welcomed by investors, unions say they have led to 

soaring costs at a time when Nigerians are already grappling with the highest inflation in nearly 

two decades. 

Led by union leaders, protesters carrying placards marched in Lagos, the oil-producing 

state of Bayelsa and in the northern cities of Kano and Kaduna. 

"On the strength of the President's pledge and commitment, we have decided for a return 

to a new and reinvigorated dialogue process to allow for full implementation," the NLC said in a 

statement after meeting Tinubu. 

In the capital Abuja, marchers broke down a gate to the National Assembly, expecting to 

be addressed by the Senate president, witnesses said. There were no reports of other incidents. 

Union officials handed petitions to government officials in several states detailing their 

grievances. 

While Tinubu has said the fuel subsidy benefited the country's elites, unions say ending it 

was a hasty decision made without any plan to cushion the impact on the poor. 
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