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SA targets 'brightest young minds' as Ramaphosa launches
Presidential PhD Initiative
SA nayinena na «nauisackpasiuwii mo100i ymuy»; Pamaghoca 3anyckae
Ilpe3uoenmcuoKy iniyiamuegy PhD

Ipezuoenm Cupin Pamaghoca sanycmue [Ipesudenmcwoiy iniyiamusy PhD, axa ompumana
novamkoge inancyeanus y posmipi 1 minvapoa panois 6io Hayionanvrnoeo ¢honoy npoghecitinux
HABUYOK, W0O CIBOPUMU MONCIUBOCTI OJ151 KHAUACKPAGIUUX MOL0OUX ymiey ITiedennoi A¢ppuxu

V NPOBIOHUX C8IMOBUX YHigepcumemax ma docrionuyvkux incmumymax. C. Pamaghoca 3pooué
Yio 348y HA NEPULOMY NPE3UOEHMCLKOMY NIEHAPHOMY 3ACIOAHHT 3 HAYKU, MEXHON02IU ma
IHHOBAYIl, HA AKOMY 3I0pPANUC NPEOCMABHUKU 0EPHCABHO20 MA NPUBAMHO20 CEKMOPIs, Wob
06208opumu, sax npocysamu innogayii y Iliedennii Agppuyi. [Ipesudenm 3a16u8, ujo UCOKUL
pisens 0ocaioacenv ma po3podok (HIAIKP) mae supiwanvhe 3Havents 0Jisi LeUOUO20
3pocmanns exonomixu Ilisdennoi Agppuxu. Bin ckazas, wo Ilisoenna Agppuxa sumpauae
ouzvko 0,6 % ceozo eanosozo enympiunvo2o npooykmy na H/[/IKP, wo nabazamo menuie, Hidxc

y bacamvox inwux pecionax, maxux sik CLLIA, Kumaii ma Iliedenna Kopes. C. Pamaghoca

CKA3Aa8, W0 Mema noasieae 8 momy, wob npayroeamu 3 NPUSAMHUMU 2PABYAMU A
MIICHAPOOHOIO 811A00I0, WO 30inbluumu ingecmuyii y ¢hono 00 5 minbsapdie pandie 0o 2030
DOKY.
https://www.news24.com/news24/tech-and-trends/news/sa-targets-brightest-young-minds-as-
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President Ramaphosa announced the launch of the Presidential PhD Initiative fund on Tuesday.
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Cyril Ramaphosa launched the Presidential PhD Initiative on Tuesday.

The initiative aims to build skills in areas such as artificial intelligence and battery storage.

The National Skills Fund pledged R1 billion to the initiative.

For more stories, visit the Tech and Trends homepage.

President Cyril Ramaphosa launched the Presidential PhD Initiative, which received R1 billion
in initial funding from the National Skills Fund, to create opportunities for South Africa's
"brightest young minds" at world-leading universities and research institutions.

Ramaphosa made the announcement on Tuesday at the inaugural presidential plenary on science,
technology and innovation, which brought together role-players from the public and private
sectors to discuss how to drive innovation forward in South Africa.

The president said high levels of research and development (R&D) were crucial to growing the
South African economy at a faster rate.

He said South Africa dedicated around 0.6% of its gross domestic product to R&D, which was
much less than in many other regions, such as the United States, China and South Korea.

Higher Education, Science and Technology Minister Blade Nzimande had previously affirmed
the government's commitment to increasing spending on R&D to 1.5% of GDP.

Many South African children still have to walk long distances to school
"It is clear that we are certainly progressing, but we are not doing so at [the] pace that is required.
We need to add more speed.
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"For science, technology and innovation to serve our economy and to serve our people
effectively, we need to aggressively and strategically invest more in education and skills
development,” he said.

He announced the launch of the initiative at the conference, which was kicked off with the R1
billion investment from the National Skills Fund.

"The aim of the first phase is to expose our country's brightest young minds to cutting-edge
thinking and research by negotiating opportunities at world-leading universities and research
centres,” he said.

He said studies would be linked to well-established research programmes in public bodies and in
industry.

Some of the skills targeted by the programme are artificial intelligence research, advanced
biotechnology, fuel cell development, batteries and other storage, and next-generation mining.

Ramaphosa said the goal was to work with private actors and international authorities to grow
the investment for the fund to R5 billion by 2030.



