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Ramaphosa criticises US for alleging SA supplied Russia with arms
without giving evidence
Pamaghoca kpumuxye CILIA 3a 36unysauennsn ¢ momy, wio IlIAP

nocmauana 30poro pocii, He HaA0aguiu 00Ka3ie

Iocon CIIA 6 Iligoennitni Agppuyi P. Bpicemi 3as6us, wjo Amepurxa nepexonana, wo Iliedenna
Agpura nocmauana 36poro apmii onooumupa nymina. I ye Hezgadxcarouu Ha 316U nPo
HEeNnpUEOHany no3uyiro wooo emopeHerHs pocii 8 Ykpainy. Lli meeposicenns 3a2poxicyroms
BUKIUKAMU OUNTOMAMUYHI CYRepeuKU nicis mozo, ax oeski 3akonooasyi CLLIA esice sucrnosunu
no6OoBaHHS 3 NPUBODY MICHUX 38'513Ki6 KPAIHU 3 POCIEI0, 0COONUBO Y 368'A3KY I3 CRITbHUMU
BILICLKOBO-MOPCOKUMU HABYAHHAMU, 8 AKUX Opana yyacmo lliedenna Agpuka 3 pocicro ma
Kumaem y 6ooax I1AP, saxi 36ienucs 3 poKo8UHAMU POCIICbKO20 8MOPSHEHHSL 8 YKpaiHy.
IIpezuoenm Ilieoenno-Appukancoroi Pecnyoniku Mamamena Cupin Pamagoca po3xpumukysas
nocna CIIA 3a onpuntoonenms meepodicenb 6e3 Ha0anHs 00KA3i6 i onyo.iKyeas 3as8y, 6 AKii
8UCNI08UB PO34aAPYB8AHHSA 3 NPUody mozo, wjo CILIIA onpunioOnunu 36uHysayerHs: «3ayeaxcenns
nocaa niopuearoms 0yxX CRi@pOOIMHUYMBEA Ma NAPMHEPCMEA, AKULU XAPaKmMepu3yeads Heuo0asHi
sycmpiui mixe ypsaoosyamu CLIIA ma ogiyitinoro denezayicto Ilisoennoi Agppuxu na voni 3i
cneyianbHUM paoHUKoOM npe3uoenma 3 Hayionanvroi besnexu ookmopom Cioneem Mygymaoin.
https://www.news24.com/citypress/politics/ramaphosa-criticises-us-for-alleging-sa-supplied-
russia-with-arms-without-producing-evidence-20230511

President Cyril Ramaphosa has criticised the US ambassador to South Africa for going public
with allegations that South Africa supplied arms to Russia without supplying evidence.

On Thursday morning, US ambassador to South Africa Reuben Brigety said America was
convinced that South Africa had supplied arms to Vladimir Putin’s army.

This despite claiming it was taking a non-aligned stance on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Brigety had said South Africa provided ammunition to Russia through a Russian ship that
docked at the Simon's Town naval base in Cape Town in December.

These claims threaten to cause a diplomatic tiff after some of the US legislators had already
expressed misgivings about the country's close ties to Russia.

They specifically raised concern about the joint naval exercises that South Africa participated in
with Russia and China in SA waters that coincided with the anniversary of the Russian invasion
of Ukraine.

The presidency said it was public knowledge that a Russian vessel known as Lady R docked in
South Africa. It said in a statement:

Allegations have since been made about the purpose of the voyage. While no evidence has been
provided to date to support these allegations, the government has undertaken to institute an
independent inquiry to be led by a retired judge.

During the president’s question-and-answer session in the National Assembly on Thursday
afternoon, DA leader John Steenhuisen asked Ramaphosa to confirm the news reports about the
arms supply.
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Steenhuisen said it would be inconceivable to think that the president was not briefed about the
matter. Ramaphosa responded that the allegations were still fresh and the matter was still being
looked into.

Later on Thursday, the presidency issued a statement in which Ramaphosa expressed his
disappointment at the US going public with the allegations: “The presidency has noted with
concern remarks attributed to the United States Ambassador to South Africa, Reuben E Brigety,
alleging the supply by South Africa of weapons to Russia.

The ambassador’s remarks undermine the spirit of cooperation and partnership that characterised
the recent engagements between US government officials and a South African official delegation
led by National Security Special Adviser to the President Dr Sydney Mufumadi.”

The presidency said in recent engagements between the South African delegation and US
officials, the Lady R matter was discussed and there was agreement that an investigation would
be allowed to run its course and that the US intelligence services would provide whatever
evidence in its possession.

It is, therefore, disappointing that the US ambassador has adopted a counter-productive public
posture that undermines the understanding reached on the matter and the very positive and
constructive engagements between the two delegations.

South Africa is currently embroiled in a dilemma after it said it was taking a neutral stance on
the war in Ukraine but has been seen to be largely supportive of Russia.

The country currently has to decide whether it will allow Russian president Vladimir Putin to
visit the country as part of the BRICS summit after the International Criminal Court (ICC)
released a warrant for his arrest.

In an interview last week, Justice Minister Ronald Lamola said South Africa was doing its best
to handle Putin’s visit, which was being complicated by the ICC’s warrant for his arrest for war
crimes emanating from Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

“We need to manage the process with caution and care because if you look closely, that will put
us in deep trouble either way. The US and the EU are our biggest investors — contributing almost
60% to the economy — while both China’s and Russia’s contributions are not at the point where
we can say dumping the Western world could help [us]. The issue is a delicate one.”

He said it would be difficult to arrest Putin, a sitting president, without straining relations and
putting the country in danger: “If Putin does come for the BRICS summit in August, we don’t
expect him to arrive with a normal plane with a few protection [details].

He would be accompanied by more military forces than before. So, where would we start to
arrest him?”



