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Iran: CNN cancels interview with Iranian president over headscarf 

demand 

 
Іран: CNN скасовує інтерв'ю з президентом Ірану через вимогу носити 

хустку 
Журналістка CNN Крістіан Аманпур скасувала інтерв’ю з президентом Ірану 

Ібрагімом Райсі після того, як він зажадав від неї одягнути хустку на зустріч у 

Нью-Йорку. К. Аманпур зазначила, що жоден попередній президент не просив 

цього, коли вона брала з ними інтерв’ю за межами Ірану. Вона каже, що помічник 

І. Райсі сказав їй, що це через "ситуацію в Ірані". Смерть жінки, затриманої в 

Ірані за ймовірне порушення правил носіння хустки, спровокувала заворушення. 22-

річна Махса Аміні впала в кому через кілька годин після того, як її арештувала 

поліція. Повідомляється, що поліцейські били жінку кийком по голові та били її 

головою об один із їхніх автомобілів. Поліція заявила, що немає жодних доказів 

будь-якого жорстокого поводження і що у неї "раптова серцева недостатність". 

Протести, які тривають уже сьомий день, охопили 80 інших міст Ісламської 

Республіки. Щонайменше 17 людей були вбиті. Це інтерв’ю було б першим для І. 

Райсі на території США під час його візиту до Генеральної Асамблеї ООН. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-63000854 
 

Veteran CNN journalist Christiane Amanpour cancelled an interview with Iranian 

President Ebrahim Raisi after he demanded she wear a headscarf for their meeting in New York. 

Amanpour pointed out that no previous presidents had requested this when she interviewed 

them outside Iran. 

She says a Raisi aide told her it was because of "the situation in Iran". 

The death of a woman detained in Iran for allegedly breaking headscarf rules has sparked 

violent unrest there. 

Mahsa Amini, 22, fell into a coma last week, hours after morality police arrested her. 

Officers reportedly beat Ms Amini's head with a baton and banged her head against one of 

their vehicles. The police have said there is no evidence of any mistreatment and that she suffered 

"sudden heart failure". 

The protests, now in their seventh day, have reached 80 other cities and towns in the Islamic 

Republic. At least 17 people have been killed. 

The interview would have been Mr Raisi's first on US soil, during his visit to the UN 

General Assembly. 

Amanpour said she had been ready to conduct it when one of the president's aides insisted 

she covered her hair at Mr Raisi's request. 

"We are in New York, where there is no law or tradition regarding headscarves," she said 

later on Twitter. 

Amanpour said Mr Raisi's aide had made it clear an interview would not happen if she did 

not wear a headscarf, saying it was "a matter of respect". 

Her team walked away from the interview refusing what she called the "unprecedented and 

unexpected condition". 

The US anchor later posted a picture of herself without a headscarf in front of an empty 

chair where Mr Raisi would have sat for their interview. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-63000854
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-62994003
https://twitter.com/amanpour/status/1572928513375670274?s=20&t=1S25Zd84wIyudSFomhy2Ng
https://twitter.com/amanpour/status/1572928513375670274?s=20&t=1S25Zd84wIyudSFomhy2Ng


Mr Raisi was elected last year and signed an order in August to enforce a new list of 

restrictions. 

These included the introduction of surveillance cameras to monitor and fine unveiled 

women or refer them for "counselling", and a mandatory prison sentence for any Iranian who 

questioned or posted content against the hijab (headscarf) rules online. 

The restrictions led to an increase in arrests but also sparked a surge in women posting 

photos and videos of themselves without headscarves on social media - something that has only 

intensified in the days following Ms Amini's death. 


