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Erdogan, Putin remotely start nuclear reactor construction 

Ердоган і Путін віддалено розпочинають будівництво ядерного реактора 
Президенти Туреччини та Росії віддалено відкрили будівництво третього ядерного реактора на 

електростанції "Аккую" на півдні Туреччини, пообіцявши продовжувати тісну співпрацю. Президент 

Туреччини Реджеп Тайїп Ердоган заявив, що реактор введе Туреччину в "лігу країн з атомною енергетикою" 

і назвав його "символом турецько-російського співробітництва". Росія будує першу в Туреччині атомну 

електростанцію на узбережжі Середземного моря в провінції Мерсін. Дві країни підписали угоду про 

співпрацю в 2010 році, а розпочали будівництво в 2018 році. Туреччина - виробництво електроенергії якої 

базується на газових установках та гідроелектростанціях - значною мірою залежить від імпорту 

електроенергії, купуючи, зокрема, природний газ в Азербайджані, Ірані та Росії. Ядерна енергетика є 

"стратегічним кроком" для енергетичної безпеки, сказав Р. Т. Ердоган. Виступаючи з Москви, президент 

Росії Володимир Путін назвав атомну станцію "справді флагманським проектом". 

https://apnews.com/article/turkey-russia-recep-tayyip-erdogan-2b8c3b55c2a8ce9f07ae6adb1b60a158 

 
Russian President Vladimir Putin shows a thumbs-up as he takes part in a ceremony with his Turkish counterpart 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan via video conference of remotely inaugurating the construction of a third nuclear reactor of 

Akkuyu power plant in southern Turkey, in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, March 10, 2021. The presidents of Turkey 

and Russia have remotely inaugurated the construction of a third nuclear reactor of Akkuyu power plant in southern 

Turkey, vowing to continue their close cooperation. (Alexei Druzhinin, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP) 

 

ISTANBUL (AP) — The presidents of Turkey and Russia remotely inaugurated the construction 

of a third nuclear reactor at the Akkuyu power plant in southern Turkey Wednesday, vowing to 

continue their close cooperation. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said the plant would launch Turkey into the ”league of 

nuclear energy countries” and called it a “symbol of Turkish-Russian cooperation.” 

Russia is building Turkey’s first nuclear power plant on the Mediterranean coast in Mersin 

province. The two countries signed a cooperation agreement in 2010 and began construction in 

2018. 

https://apnews.com/article/turkey-russia-recep-tayyip-erdogan-2b8c3b55c2a8ce9f07ae6adb1b60a158


Turkey — whose electricity production is based on gas-burning plants and hydroelectric units — 

is largely dependent on power imports, buying natural gas from Azerbaijan, Iran, Russia, among 

others. 

Nuclear power is a “strategic step” for energy security, Erdogan said.  

Last summer, Turkey announced that it had discovered 405 billion cubic meters of natural gas in 

the Black Sea, and is prospecting for hydrocarbon resources in the Eastern Mediterranean amid 

tensions with Greece and Cyprus over maritime rights.  

Energy Minister Fatih Donmez, said the Akkuyu plant would fulfill about 10% of domestic 

electricity needs. Erdogan said the share of locally produced and renewable energy resources has 

reached 63.7% in established power networks. 

Erdogan said the first reactor would become operational in 2023, to coincide with the centennial 

of the modern Turkish state. A total of four reactors are planned.  

Russia’s Rosatom State Corporation holds a 99.2% stake in the project, whose total cost is 

estimated at 20 billion U.S. dollars, according to the plant’s website. 

The Turkish president also said cooperation between Ankara and Moscow played a “key role” in 

regional stability. 

“We have had the opportunity to see the results of Turkish-Russian dialogue in many fields, 

including in Libya, in Nagorno-Karabakh, in Syria,” Erdogan said. The two countries back 

opposing sides in these conflicts. 

Erdogan and Russian President Vladimir Putin spoke at the event via video-conference 

Wednesday. 

Speaking from Moscow, Putin called the nuclear plant a “truly flagship project.” 

Turkey’s projects for nuclear power in the earthquake-prone region have triggered concern from 

neighboring Greece and Cyprus — where both Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot 

environmental groups have voiced strong opposition. 


