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Mexican president suggests US talks on migration and drugs may suffer

after drug money allegations
IIpe3udenm Mexcuku npunyckae, wo nepezosopu 3 CLIIA wooo miepayii ma

HdeOI’I’lMKiG MOIHCYMb nocmpamcdamu nicis 36UHYBAYEHDb Y npodaofci HClpKOI’I’lMKiB
Ipesudenm Mexcurxu Anopec Manyens Jlonec Obpadop 3anpononysas ogiyitinum ocobam CIIA subauumucs 3a
me, Wo 8iH HA3646 OE3NIOCMABHUMU 36UHYBAUEHHAMU, | CKA3A8, Wo OyOe 8adicKo cicmu 1l 002080pumu 0esKi 3
HAUHALANBHIWUX RUMAHb Y 080CMOPOHHIX 8IOHOCUHAX, OOKU Yb020 He cmanembcst. TIpesudenm Mexcuxu
npunycmus, wo nepe2ogopu 3 ypsioom CLLUA wooo micpayii ma mop2iéni HapKOMuKamu MONCYnb HOCMPAdNCOamu
nicasa nogioomnenv 3MI npo poscnioysanus 6 CLLA timogipnux noscepmeysans epouieli 8i0 mopeieni HapKOMuKamu
ons tioeo kamnaHii 2006 poxy.
https://apnews.com/article/mexico-president-us-accusations-drug-campaign-donations-41a026b2de9ab45f6f10b44
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FILE - President Joe Biden meets with Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador at the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperative summit, Nov. 17, 2023, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexico’s president suggested Thursday that talks with the U.S.
government on migration and drug trafficking could suffer after media reports of'a U.S.
investigation into alleged drug money donations for his 2006 campaign.

President Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador suggested U.S. officials should apologize for what he
called baseless allegations, and said it would be hard to sit down and talk about some of the most
pressing issues in bilateral relations until that happens.

“I don’t accept this, what I want is for the U.S. government to take a stand,” Lopez Obrador said
at his daily morning press briefing. “If they have no proof, they have to apologize.”

“President (Joe) Biden has to find out about this,” Lopez Obrador said. “How are we going to sit
down at a table and talk about fighting drugs if one of their agencies is leaking information and
damaging me? How are we going to talk about migration, how are we going to talk about
fighting drugs or fentanyl?”

The Biden administration has relied for some time on Mexico’s willingness to accept the return
of migrants from third countries as a way of quickly returning migrants and asylum seekers at the
U.S. southwest border.

It would be a political problem for Biden if Mexico refuses to continue doing so, or loosens up
on its already weak efforts to control the flow of deadly opioids made in Mexico and smuggled
into the United States.
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Loépez Obrador — who pointedly called former president Donald Trump “my friend” later in the
briefing — did not specify who he wanted to apologize, but suggested that the U.S. State
Department should say something.

“Don’t the state department, the justice department, have any information?”” he said, calling the
media reports “interventionism” in Mexico’s domestic affairs.

Lopez Obrador has denied old allegations that drug traffickers may have given about $2 million
to his first, failed bid for the presidency — he lost in 2012 and finally won in 2018 — and called
the reports a U.S. attack on his government and his Morena party before Mexico’s June 2
presidential election.

Claudia Sheinbaum, the presidential candidate for Lopez Obrador’s Morena party, holds a
commanding lead in opinion polls for the June 2 election. But Mexico’s continued high rates of
violence — and Sheinbaum’s pledge to continue Lopez Obrador’s policy of not confronting drug
cartels — are one of the governing party’s most vulnerable flanks.

According to reports by ProPublica, Insight Crime and Germany’s Deutsche Welle, in 2010 the
DEA investigated claims by a cooperating drug trafficker and a former campaign adviser that
leaders of the Beltran Leyva drug cartel gave the money to close confidants of Lopez Obrador in
2006.

But a wiretap of a conversation between the DEA informants and one of Lopez Obrador’s top
aides didn’t really confirm the donations, and U.S. officials later ordered the politically sensitive
case closed.

Mike Vigil, former head of international operations for the DEA, feared that the latest dispute
could damage U.S.-Mexico cooperation on fighting drug trafficking, in much the same way as
the 2020 U.S. arrest of a former Mexican defense secretary, Gen. Salvador Cienfuegos.

Lopez Obrador has long complained about the actions of U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration
agents in Mexico, and following the arrest of Cienfuegos, he imposed restrictions on U.S. agents
in Mexico.

“It’s just terrible, it’s going to mean more drugs heading to the United States and more violence
in Mexico,” Vigil said. “It’s worse than when Cienfuegos was arrested.”

“This is a direct attack against him. Secondly, he views it as an impact on the presidential
campaign or the presidential elections that are coming up,” Vigil said. “Now, if we thought the
relations with Mexico were bad, they are going to go from worse to almost nonexistent.”

Lopez Obrador has long been angry at perceived American interference. He claimed that the U.S.
arrest of Cienfuegos, the former defense secretary, was part of a DEA plot to weaken Mexico’s
armed forces and allow U.S. agents free reign in Mexico.

Cienfuegos was arrested at a Los Angeles airport in 2020, accused of participating in an
international drug trafficking and money laundering network.

Mexico demanded Cienfuegos’ release, reportedly threatening to expel U.S. agents unless he was
returned. The United States dropped the charges and returned him. Mexico quickly absolved
Cienfuegos of any wrongdoing and later held up visas for U.S. agents and restricted the work
they could do in Mexico.
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