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Election season gathers momentum in Zimbabwe

Ce3on eubopie y 3imoadee nadupae 0oepmie

Minicmp rocmuyii ma 3axkonooascmea 3imbabee 3. 3iambi nogioomMue HCypHaiicmam, wjo
npe3udeHmcovKi 6ubopu 8i00y0ymuvcs decb midic 26 nunus ma 26 cepnusn 2023 p. Yunnui
npesudenm Kpainu Emmepcon [amb6yozo Muaneazea banomysamumemvbcsi Ha Opyeuti ma
ocmanHit mepMmit, sk moeo sumazae Koncmumyyis. Ocmanni subopu 6 nunui 2018 poxy 6yiu
ockapaceni niciist moeo, sk E. Mnaneazea ompumae nesnauny Oinvuiicms, unepeousuii c6020
cynepruuxa Henvcona Yamicy 3 Anvsancy MDC. Ilepemoca E. Mnaneazeu 3 pesynomamom 50,8 %
Oyna 8i03HAYeHa MIDCHAPOOHUMU cnocmepizadyamu K HeyecHa. Pezynomamu 6ynu 3anepeueni 6
cyoi, ane bespesynomamno. Llvoco pazy, E. Mnaneazeéa npueposus, wjo ne 3anpoutygamume
«80pOJICTY Kpainu 051 cnocmepedsicenns 3a onumysannsamu. Y H. Yamicu 6yoe opyauii wanc
cmamu nPe3udeHmMoM, i, 32I0HO 3 PIZHUMU ONUMYBAHHAMU, 8IiH, AK [ paHiule, 3a1UUAEMbCsl
2onogHum cynepruuxkom E. Muaneazeu. 32i0H0 3 onumysanusamu, npogeoeHum 10HOOHCbKOIO
cmpameziunoro epynoio SABIL, H. Yamica mooce nepemoemu na eubopax, nabpasuiu 53 %
2onocis. [{na tioeo nepemocu maroms Oymu pieHi yMoeu, maki sk Heynepeoxcena suboopua
Komicis 3imbabese, c60600a npecu, 8i0CYmMHICMb 3ANAKY8AHHS 6UOOPYIE YU HACUILCEA, | APMIs
He NOBUHHA OYMU 3alyYyeHa 00 YUBLILHO20 NPOYEC).
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Zimbabwe's legal affairs minister says the election date should be set between 26 July and 26
August.

Zanu PF, CCC and fringe parties are in the process of selecting candidates for the general
elections.

President Mnangagwa threatened not to invite "hostile” international observers.

The general election season is upon Zimbabwe, with both Zanu PF and its biggest challenger,
Citizen's Coalition for Change (CCC), in the process of electing candidates.

The Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), though, wants the elections delayed.

On Sunday, Zimbabwe's Justice and Legal Affairs Minister Ziyambi Ziyambi told journalists the
elections would be sometime between 26 July and 26 August.

"The next step that awaits the electorate is the announcement of the election date, through a
proclamation by His Excellency, President Emmerson Mnangagwa.

Mnangagwa will seek a second, and last, term as the Constitution dictates.

The last elections in July 2018, the first without the late Robert Mugabe on the ballot paper, were
disputed after Mnangagwa secured a slim majority ahead of his rival, Nelson Chamisa, of the
MDC Alliance.

Mnangagwa's 50.8% victory was flagged as not free and fair by international observers.

The results were challenged in court, but failed.
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This time, despite a hot and cold charm offensive for international re-engagement with the West,
Mnangagwa threatened that he would not invite "hostile” countries to observe the polls.

Zimbabwe's main opposition party leader Nelson Cha

Zimbabwe's main opposition party leader Nelson Chamisa of the Citizens Coalition for Change
(CCC).
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"The time will soon come when we will not accept that condescending and even racist view of a
pecking order when it comes to measuring electoral democracy unfolding in our sovereign
countries. We shall be insisting on the principle of reciprocity when it comes to the practice of
international election observation,” he said.

Zanu PF getting ready
The ruling party this week endorsed candidates selected through its primary election cycle.

In some instances, some candidates were disqualified for allegedly having criminal records, or
other party violations, and replaced with handpicked candidates.

Zanu PF traditionally enters elections with a show of deep pockets, although in some cases the
party was accused of using state resources.

A Zanu PF official, speaking to News24 on condition of anonymity, said the party was in the
process of receiving more than 500 twin-cab vehicles to be distributed to party members, who
are campaigning for constituency seats, as well as for the presidency, for Mnangagwa.

The party is also procuring campaign material, such as T-shirts and caps from China.
The brief is clear: "We have to strengthen support in our traditional strongholds because new
voters in these areas belong to us. In areas that belong to the opposition, we have to also wrestle

for votes," said the source.

While the presidential race was a close call in 2018, Zanu PF enjoyed a majority in Parliament,
with 145 seats out of 210.

CCC to select candidates

Chamisa will have a second shot at the presidency and, according to various polls, he's still
Mnangagwa's biggest challenger.

Some of the polls, such as the one by the London-based SABI Strategy Group, say Chamisa
could win the election with 53% of the vote.

For a Chamisa victory, there should be a level playing field, such as an impartial Zimbabwe
Electoral Commission, press freedom, no voter intimidation or violence, and the army should not
be involved in the civilian process.

But growing displeasure about CCC's running of local authorities in cities could contribute to a
decline in support.



Chamisa said the selection of candidates, which is expected to start on Wednesday, will be
"selected on merit, integrity, dignity, suitability and accountability. Citizens prefer
representatives who are visible, accessible and available".

This means CCC will not have a primary election system, like Zanu PF.

Those who get to represent CCC will be chosen by "a rigorous vetting panel”.

CCC might face a hurdle financially after only Zanu PF and the MDC, led by Douglas
Mwonzora, received government funds under the Political Parties Finance Act.

Election delay court challenge

Mwonzora, of the MDC, for the greater part of the term, has been mounting challenges against
Chamisa.

He recalled a majority of the MPs elected under the MDC Alliance ticket, in which Chamisa was
the presidential candidate.

This he did after taking over leadership of the MDC from Thokozani Khupe.

Khupe was initially disgruntled by how Chamisa usurped power in the MDC after the death of
Morgan Tsvangirai. Hence, she filed against Chamisa's legitimacy in court.

But, having lost to Mwonzora, she's since joined the CCC, leaving Mwonzora with the MDC.

With a history of court appeals, Mwonzora's latest is to have elections delayed because of a
disputed delimitation report, which set new boundaries for constituencies.

He said:

This application does not seek to avoid elections. Rather it seeks to make sure that free, fair and
credible elections are held, using the correct delimitation report.

He added that if polls went ahead under the current report, there was room for a court challenge
against the election outcome, which would force a re-run.

Fringe parties

In the last election, there were 23 political parties, including Zanu PF and the CCC, vying for the
presidency.

Most of the parties didn't have much ground support - but, after the polls, they formed the
Political Actors Dialogue (Polad), which Mnangagwa presented as the voice of the opposition.

They were given cars and state perks, such as diplomatic passports and allowances, and others
now have farms.

Critics viewed it as Mnangagwa's ploy to sanitise his legitimacy by appearing as an inclusive
leader.

Chamisa refused to join Polad.



Going into the next elections, if one was to challenge for the presidency, they should be in a
position to pay a non-refundable fee of R360 000.

Many Polad members don't have the capacity to raise this money and are planning on having a
coalition in place.

"We want to pull together. Under the newly formed Zimbabwe Coalition for Peace and
Development, six parties that are in the Polad are in the process of coming up with candidates.
We will select candidates based on consensus and we will select candidates with the best chance
to win.

"We know that, as coalition partners, we can find each other using dialogue to come up with the
best team to represent the coalition,” Trust Chikohora, the outfit's leader, told
Newzimbabwe.com, a local media outlet.

Newcomer Robert Chapman, of the Democratic Union of Zimbabwe, is going around the
country campaigning. He is yet to talk about his candidates.



