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Biden defends inaction against Saudi crown prince in killing
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Ipesuoenm /[ico Baiiden 3axucmug c80€ piuients giOMOSUMUCH 8i0 0)0b-AK020 NOKAPAHHS 0I5l KOPOLIBCbKO20
npunya Cayoigcokoi Apasii 3a 60U8CMBOM AMEPUKAHCOKO20 HCYPHATICMA, CMEEPO*CYIOUU, WO Ol NpOmu
cay0igcvko20 Kopos byna 6 ouniomamuyro besnpeyedenmuoro oasi CLIA. /[. Baiioen ¢ inmeps'to ABC News
NOACHUB piieHHs. aOMinicmpayii 36inbHumMu cnaokogozo npunya Myxammeoa ion Caimana 8i0 OyOb-aKuUX CaHKyill
3a 86uBcmeo caydiscokoeo xcypraricma Jcamana Xawozzi. Amepuxancoka po3gioka Oitiuaa UCHOBKY, WO
CRAOKOBULL NPUHY YNOBHOBANCUB KOMAHOY CAYOIBCbKUX CyHcO08Yi6 be3neku ma po3gioku, sKi eounu [. Xauiozei.
«Mu npumsienynu 0o 8ionosioanvHocmi 6cix ooetl 8 Yill opeanizayii, - aie He Cnadkoso2o NPUHYA, MOMY WO MU
HIKOU, KOIU MU MAEMO COI03 3 KPAIHOI0, He 36ePMANUCs 3 NPeMeH3IAMU 00 8UKOHYIOH020 0008 A3KU 21A8U 0epircasu
i He kapanu yio ocoOy», - ckazas []. Bailden y c60ix nepuux wupoxux nyoaiuHux KOMeHmapsx 00 piuleHHst c80€l
aominicmpayii.
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In this Feb. 4, 2021, file photo, President Joe Biden speaks about foreign policy, at the State Department in
Washington. As a presidential candidate, Joe Biden promised to make a pariah out of Saudi Arabia over the 2018
murder of dissident Saudi writer Jamal Khashoggi. But when it came time to actually penalize Saudi Arabia’s crown
prince, America’s strategic interests prevailed. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)

President Joe Biden defended his decision to waive any punishment for Saudi Arabia’s crown
prince in the killing of a U.S.-based journalist, claiming that acting against the Saudi royal would
have been diplomatically unprecedented for the United States.

Biden, in an ABC News interview that aired Wednesday, discussed his administration’s decision
to exempt Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman from any penalties for the Oct. 2, 2018, killing
of Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi. U.S. intelligence, in a report released Feb. 26, concluded
that the crown prince authorized the team of Saudi security and intelligence officials that killed
Khashoggi.
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“We held accountable all the people in that organization — but not the crown prince, because we
have never that I’'m aware of, when we have an alliance with a country, gone to the acting head
of state and punished that person and ostracized him,” Biden said in his first extended public
comments on his administration’s decision.

Biden was overstating the U.S. relationship with Saudi Arabia, however.

The United States has no treaty binding itself with Saudi Arabia, and the kingdom is not one of
the Arab countries designated as a major non-NATO ally. The U.S. often refers to the kingdom
as a strategic partner because of its oil production, its status as a regional counterbalance to Iran
and its counterterrorism cooperation.

Biden administration’s last month released the U.S. intelligence report concluding the prince’s
approval of the killing of Khashoggi, who at the time of his killing was living in the United
States and writing critically for The Washington Post about the prince’s rights abuses as he
consolidated power.

The U.S. has imposed visa restrictions and penalties on the Saudi agents who killed and
dismembered Khashoggi inside the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul.

Biden’s inaction against the prince was a turnabout from his campaign, when Biden spoke
scathingly of the royal family and said he wanted to make Saudi Arabia a “pariah” for the killing
and other abuses.

Rights groups and some journalists organizations criticized the decision not to punish the crown
prince, saying it signaled impunity for the royal and other authoritarian leaders in the future.

Biden noted that he had approved releasing the intelligence report and also said he had “made it

clear” to Saudi Arabia’s aging king “that things were going to change.” King Salman, who is in
his mid-80s, has allowed his son broad governing authority.

Diplomatic Writer Matthew Lee contributed to this report.
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