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Jailed former president of ex-Soviet Georgia faces court

Ve'aznenoco exc-npesudenma nocm-paosncovkoi I pysii uexae cyo

V6 siznenuii exc-npesudenm I pysii Mixein Caaxawsini nocmas neped cyooMm 3a 36UHY8AUEHHIM ) 3/108HCUBAHHI
CYAHCOOBUM CIMAHOBUYEM, SIKE CAPUHUHULO CYMUYKU MIJIC 11020 npuxuibHukamu ma noniyicto. M. Caaxawgini, skuti
obitimas nocady npesudenma y 2008-13 poxax, nicasn 3axinyenns opy2o2o mepminy suixas 3 I pysii 6 Yrpainy, a
nizHiwe 6y6 3a04HO 3aCYOHCEHUL 30 3N0BHCUBAHNSL 610010 00 WleCmu PoKie nozbasnents eoi. Bin 6ys
saapewmosganuil 1 scoemusi nicis nogeprenns: 00 1 pysii, wob cnpobysamu niompumamu ono3uUYiiuHi CUiu nepeo
3a2aNbHOHAYIOHATbHUMU MYHIyunanvuumu eubopamu. Ilicis apewmy M. Caaxawusini 02010cu8 cemumudicHege
20100Y8aHH, NPpUNUHUSUIU 1i020 19 rucmonada nicis moeo, K 8140a NO20OULACS NePesecmiL 11020 3 MIOPEMHOL
nikapui 00 iticbko6o20 wnumanio. Hozo adeoxamu ma nikapi cmeepoicyioms, wo 20100V6aHHs CHPUIUHUTO
HEBPONO2IUHI YPAICEHHS.
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Former Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili who was convicted in absentia of abuse of power during his
presidency and arrested upon his return from exile, smiles standing inside a defendant's dock during a court hearing
in Thilisi, Georgia, Monday, Nov. 29, 2021. Saakashvili, who was president from 2008-13, left Georgia after the end
of his second term and was later convicted in absentia of abuse of power. He was arrested on Oct. 1 after returning
to Georgia to try to bolster opposition forces in the run-up to nationwide municipal elections. (Irakli
Gedenidze/Pool Photo via AP)

TBILISI, Georgia (AP) — The imprisoned former president of ex-Soviet republic Georgia
appeared in court Monday on charges of abuse of office, proceedings that triggered scuffles
between his supporters and police.

Mikheil Saakashvili, who served as president in 2008-13, left Georgia for Ukraine after the end
of his second term and was later convicted in absentia of abuse of power and sentenced to six
years in prison. He was arrested on Oct. 1 after returning to Georgia to try to bolster opposition
forces before nationwide municipal elections.
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Saakashvili went on a seven-week hunger strike following his arrest, ending it on Nov. 19 after
authorities agreed to transfer him from a prison clinic to a military hospital. His lawyers and
doctors said it caused him neurological damage.

Monday’s hearings at the Thbilisi City Court on a new case against Saakashvili for the violent
dispersal of a 2007 protest marked Saakashvili’s first public appearance since his arrest.

Speaking in court, Saakashvili said he doesn’t recognize the authority of the prosecutor’s office
and used the hearings to denounce the Georgian authorities.

“The whole world is amazed that I am addressing you through this glass wall instead of walking
freely in the country I have built,” the former president said during the court hearing.

Saakashvili is also facing charges related to the raiding of the Imedi TV company and the seizure
of the property of its owner, the late businessman Badri Patarkatsishvili.

Police detained several people Monday during scuffles between Saakashvili’s supporters and
officers.



