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Liberia election: Vehicle rams crowd celebrating President-elect
Boakai's victory

Bubopu ¢ Jlioepii: aegmomodine npomapanue Hamoen, AKUIL CAMKY8A8 nePemozy
H06000pano2o npe3udenma boaxas

Lonatimenue mpoe nroodeu 3acunynu, we 28 nepedysaroms y nikapui 6 cmoauyi Jlibepii
nicyisl moeo, sIK A6MoMo0ib 8'ixas y npuUXuIbHUKIE H0800Opano2o npesudenma Jxcosegpa
boaxas, nosioomue nixap. loniyia onucana inyuoenm ax "Hewacnutl unadok”, ane napmis
. boaxas nazeana iioeo "mepopucmuunum axmom”. Lle cmanocs nuwe uepes Kiibka 200Ut
nicist moeo, sk 8ubopuuti opear J1idepii o2onocus 1io2o nepemoxicyem npesuoeHmcbKux
subopis. Y ceoiit npomosi npo nepedauy énadu npezudenm [{ocopoxc Bea 3axnuxas 0o
eonocmi. J[. boakaii 8i0gioasé nocmpaxicoanux y iikapHi ma noooiysae nogHoMAacuimaoHe
poscrioysanns inyudeumy. Tloniyis nogioomuna, wo 600ili MPAHCNOPMHO20 3AC00Y
3amMpuUMaHuil.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-67482651

At least three people have died and 28 others are in hospital in Liberia's capital after a
vehicle rammed into supporters of President-elect Joseph Boakai, a medical officer has said.

The police described the incident as an "accident”, but Mr Boakai's party called it an "act of
terrorism".

It came just hours after Liberia's electoral body declared him the winner of last week's
presidential election.

In his concession speech, President George Weah had called for unity.

The election was closely fought, with just over 20,000 votes separating the two candidates in
the run-off poll.

Mr Boakai visited the injured at the main hospital in Monrovia, and promised a full-scale
investigation into the incident.

Police said the driver of the vehicle has been arrested.

On Monday evening, Mr Boakai's supporters were celebrating the official announcement of
Mr Boakai's victory outside the headquarters of his Unity Party (UP) when the vehicle ploughed
into the crowd.

"[The vehicle] just picked up with speed and ran into the supporters,” UP spokesman
Mohammed Ali told the AFP news agency.

The driver reportedly abandoned the vehicle before fleeing. Angry onlookers set the vehicle
on fire.

Eyewitnesses told the Liberian Observer newspaper that they initially thought the incident
was caused by a brake failure, but the driver's sudden take-off fuelled suspicions of a planned
attack.

"We did not hear anything because the music was playing... | don't really know where the
car came from. | just found myself on the ground,” Bendu Kiadii, one of those injured, told the
Reuters news agency in a hospital trauma ward.

In a statement, the police called what happened "an accident incident” and urged UP
supporters to "remain calm™ while investigations were under way.

Dr Sia Camanor, the chief medical officer at Monrovia's John F. Kennedy Memorial
Hospital, said that three people had died of their injuries.

The number being treated at the hospital had risen to 28 after survivors were brought from
other medical facilities. Some are in a critical condition, she added.

Dr Camanor appealed to the public to come forward to donate blood, as some of the victims
had lost a lot of it.
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In an earlier statement, the UP called what happened a "devastating, wicked and barbaric act
of domestic terrorism, leading to loss of precious lives".

The incident followed an election that was deemed largely peaceful, save for some isolated
violence in four provinces.

The UP said it was cancelling all celebratory gatherings until further notice.
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