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putin says Western sanctions pushing russia-Belarus unification
NYmIiH 3a:16U6, W0 3aXIOHI CAHKYII RIOWMOEXYIOmb 00 00'cOnanns
pocii ma Binopyci
IIpe3uoenm pocii 6onooumup nymiu 3aa6us, wo «be3npeyedeHmuull NOJIMUYHUN Mma COYiaIbHULL
muck» 3 60Ky 3axo0y ma HU3Ka cankyiil, 66e0eHUx Nic/isi BMOPEHeHHs 8 YKpainy,
niowmosxytoms binopyce 0o binvbu weuoxoi inmezpayii 3 pocicio. Lle 6yoe 3podneno ons
«MIHIMI3ayii 30UmKi6 610 He3AKOHHUX CAHKYIU, CNPOWEHHS OC80EHHS BUNYCKY HEOOXIOHOT
NPOOYKYIL, po3uupeHts CnigpoOimHuymaea iz OpyICHIMuU Kpainamuy, — ckazas 6in. Y moii uac
K enmysiazm 6inopycvkoeo npesuoenma Onexcanopa Jlyxawenka no gionoutennro 0o Mocksu
Mo NOCUNII0BABCSL, MO 32acas, GiH 30au3uscs 3 nyminum y 2020 p., Koau pociticbKuii npe3udernm
niompumas npuoyuwients Mincbkom aHmuypsaoosux npomecmis nicjisi 0CNOPO8aHUx suOopis. 24
aromoeo 2022 p. O. Jlykauwienko 003601u8 pocii sukopucmosysamu binopycsy sk cmapmoeuti

MAUOAHYUK, KOJIU MOCKBA PO3NOYANLA CBOE BMOPSHEHHS 8 YKpain) .
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/7/1/russia-belarus-unification-ukraine-war

The two countries signed a treaty in support of integration in 1997, and have sped up that process
in recent years.

President Vladimir Putin has said that “unprecedented political and social pressure” from the
West, and a raft of sanctions imposed following the invasion of Ukraine, are pushing Belarus to
integrate more quickly with Russia.

The 69-year-old Russian leader on Friday told a forum that the pressure was “pushing us to
speed up the unification process”.

That would be done to “minimise the damage from the illegal sanctions, to make it simpler to
master the output of required products, to develop new competencies, to expand cooperation
with friendly countries,” he said.

The neighbouring allies, which both share borders with Ukraine, have been moving to integrate
on and off since signing a 1997 treaty meant to strengthen ties strained following the dissolution
of the Soviet Union.

Under the Union Treaty, each state remains sovereign, but grants the other’s citizens residency
and citizenship rights.

While enthusiasm from Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko towards Moscow has
waxed and waned, he was driven closer to Putin in 2020, when the Russian president lent
support to Minsk’s crackdown on anti-government protests following contested elections.

On February 24 this year, Lukashenko allowed Russia to use Belarus as a launching pad when
Moscow launched its invasion of Ukraine.

Earlier this week, leaders of the Group of Seven (G7) and North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO), singled Belarus out in back-to-back summits, with NATO decrying Moscow’s
“military integration with Belarus” in a new strategic framework that labelled Russia a “direct
threat” to peace and stability in the region.
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Last week, Russian Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu said Russia and Belarus must take urgent
joint measures to improve their defence capabilities and their troops’ combat readiness.

On Sunday, as Lukashenko visited Saint Petersburg, Putin said Russia would soon station
missiles capable of carrying nuclear warheads in Belarus.

On Thursday, during a meeting in Minsk between Lukashenko and top Russian diplomat Sergey

Lavrov, the Belarusian president said Russia “must be ready” to respond to perceived nuclear
threats from Western powers.



