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Snubbed by most regional leaders, Emmerson Mnangagwa parties
on with ex-adversaries instead
Emmepcon Muanzazea, ako2o nexmye 0iibuiicmo peZioHAIbHUX

Ji0epie, HAaMOMICIb MYCYEMbCA 3 KOJTUWHIMU RPOMUBHUKAMU
IIpe3uoenma 3imbabee Emmepcona Muaneazee npusedeno 0o npucseu na opyeuil mepmin. Jluuwe
mpoe i3 16 enas depoicas Cnismosapucmasa pozeumxy nieous Agppuxu (CALK) 6yau npucymni na

inaseypayii. Ilopso i3 npesudenmom I[IAP Cupinom Pamaghocoro, y Xapap 30itichuniu noizoxky
Qinine Hvroci 3 Mozambixy ma Denixc Hicexeoi 3 /lemoxpamuunoi Pecnyoniku Koneo. Inwi
kpainu CAJ[K nanpasunu minicmpie 3akopOoHHUX cnpas ma nocianyis y 3imbabee. Habpasuwiu
52,6 % eonocis, E. Muaneaeea npomseom HacmynHux n'asmu pokie Kepysamume KpaiHoro, uo
3IUMOBXHYNACA 3 OOHUM I3 HAUBUWUX Y CBIMI PIBHI8 IHPIAYIT, CIAOKOI eKOHOMIKOI Ma KPU3oio.
xkopynyis. Ane onsa E. Muaneazeu 3imbabee nepebysac na niotiomi. «3imbabse, beznepeuo,
3Haxooumscs Ha niouomi. Hawa ginocoghis nayionanvnozo po3eumky — «Kpaina 6yo0yemucsi
8IIACHUM HAPOOOM» — I HAOAT 3ANULUATMUMEMbCS MASIKOM HAWOT NOITMUKY, OPIEHMOBAHOI HA
iHmepecu n100eti, 3aCHO8AHOI HA NAHAPPUKAHCHKUX YIHHOCMAX MA HOPMAX», - 3A3HAYUSE
npe3udexm.
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Only three out of 16 Southern African Development Community (SADC) heads of state attended
Zimbabwe President Emmerson Mnangagwa's inauguration in Harare on Monday, but that did
not stop the party.

Along with South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, those who made the trip to Harare were
Mozambique's Filipe Nyusi and the Democratic Republic of the Congo's Felix Tshisekedi.

Other SADC countries sent foreign affairs ministers and envoys stationed in Zimbabwe.
Deemed hostile, Zambia's president, Hakainde Hichilema, dispatched his foreign affairs minister,

Stanley Kakubo.

Former Zambian president Edgar Lungu also attended the ceremony alongside China's vice
president, Han Zheng and former Mozambican president Joaquim Chissano and Belarus' deputy
prime minister, Petr Parkhomchyk.

Botswana's Mokgweetsi Masisi did not attend. Instead, he chose to travel to the Africa Down
Under (ADU) conference in Australia.

At the inauguration, he was represented by his envoy stationed in Harare.
Mnangagwa won an election flagged as a flawed process by the SADC Election Observer

Mission, the African Union, and other international missions such as the European Union and
Carter Center.
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With 52.6% of the vote against main rival Nelson Chamisa's, of the Citizens Coalition for
Change, 44%, Mnangagwa will for the next five years be in charge of a country faced with one
of the world's highest inflation rates, a failing economy, and corruption.

But for Mnangagwa, Zimbabwe is on the rise.

"Zimbabwe is surely on the rise. Our national development philosophy, 'a country is built by its
own people' shall continue to be the beacon of our pro-people policies anchored on pan-African
values and norms.

"This philosophy sums up our sovereignty as well as the collective duty and obligation we have
to develop the country and the African continent,” he said in his inauguration speech.

ALSO READ | Zimbabwe opposition calls for protests — a day after Mnangagwa threatens jail
for ‘chaos' spreaders

Despite relatively few regional and international guests, in his speech, Mnangagwa said he
would like to work with those who accepted his friendship.

"We stand ready to welcome those nations who want to work with the new Zanu-PF government
to build lasting partnerships to make the world a better place.

"We look forward to joining both traditional and emerging global institutions that accept our
hand of friendship."

Old school reunion

Having been the late president Robert Mugabe's personal aid since the late 1970s, Mnangagwa is
the only one in government who has been a Cabinet minister since independence in 1980.

But in November 2017, he took over through a coup and cemented his first term with a disputed
victory in July 2018.

During that time, the late Mugabe and his family were not pleased with the Mnangagwa
administration.

But with Mnangagwa entering his second and last constitutional term, the Mugabes were on
hand to congratulate him.
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President Cyril Ramaphosa looks on during Zimbabwean President Emmerson Mnangagwa's
inauguration ceremony in Harare on 4 September 2023. (Photo by Zinyange Auntony / AFP)
Former first lady Grace Mugabe made her first public appearance since her husband's funeral in
September 2019. She was accompanied by her daughter, Bona, and son Robert Tinotenda Junior.

Conspicuous by his absence was Chatunga Bellarmine, who many say is the apple that fell
closest to the tree.

They were not the only Zimbabweans from the former aristocracy at the ceremony. There were
also former vice presidents Joyce Mujuru and Phelekezela Mphoko.



Mujuru was fired by Mugabe and replaced by Mnangagwa. Prior to that, they were fierce rivals
in the succession race.

Mphoko, then a co-vice president with Mnangagwa, was retired by the coup that catapulted the
latter to the presidency.

In Gabon, a different script
Also on Monday, the military in Gabon inaugurated General Brice Nguema.

He took over soon after President Alian Bongo was announced as the winner of the presidential
polls.

Like Mnangagwa in Zimbabwe, Nguema has always been close to power.

He is reportedly Bongo's cousin, and his rise to become the head of the elite Republican Guard
was through family ties.

His proximity made it easier to assume power and the swearing-in ceremony was a military
affair.

Unlike in Zimbabwe, where it is known the next elections will not have Mnangagwa, who will
have finished his second constitutional term in five years, it is unknown when Gabon will return
to civilian rule.

There would, said Nguema, be no rush.

This despite unified voices from opposition parties urging the junta to restore democracy.

Like Mnangagwa, Nguema's civilian supporters were on display in celebration.

The BBC reported that, unlike in Zimbabwe, where the opposition did not attend, in Gabon,
some ministers from Bongo's administration attended the ceremony.

However, they were booed by civilians who supported the coup.

As the former colonial power France battles to maintain its sway on the continent, Gabon is the
sixth country in Francophone Africa to fall to military rule in the last three years.



