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Biden imposes sanctions against Belarus’ Lukashenko regime

/1. batioen 6600umu Ho8i canxyii npomu pexcumy Jlykawenko 8 binopyci

Ipeszuoenm CILA J[oico Bauiden 3aasue, o Cnonyueni [lImamu 6600sims Hosi cankyii npomu binopyci,
8i03Hauaouu piunuyro obpanns Onekcanopa JIykauienka npe3udeHmom Ha aubopax, ki, sax s3aasuiu CLIA ma
MIJICHAPOOHA ChitbHOMA, Nos'a3ani 3 nopyuterHamu. Ozonowyouu cankyii, binui 0im maxooic 6i03HAYUUE BUMYUIEHY
nOCAOKY €6PONENCHK020 asianatinepa, KUl no00podicyeas nosimpanum npocmopom Binopyci, wob 3aapewmysamu
Ha bopmy gidomozo onozuyitinozo sxcypuanicma. Ceped mux, koeo Minicmepcmao ¢inancie HagoOums y HOBUX
cankyiiunux cnuckax,-BAT "Binopycexaniu", sxe € 00num 3 HAUOLIbUWUX Oeporcagrux nionpuemcms binopyci ma
Ooicepenom bazamemaa 05 pexcumy; binopycokuii nayionaneruil onimniticokuti komimem; i 15 npueammnux
KOMRAaHit, exmouaroyu eioomutl oinopycekutl 6anx "Abcomombanx", axi maroms 36'a3xu 3 pesxcumom O. Jlykawenka.
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-europe-belarus-6adf187862771cb7869cd3bb777fd92a

President Joe Biden leaves St. Joseph dn the Brandywine Catholic Church in Wilmington, Del., after attending a
Mass, Saturday, Aug. 7, 2021. Biden is spending the weekend at his home in Delaware. (AP Photo/Manuel
BalceCeneta)

WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) — President Joe Biden on Monday said the United States is levying
new sanctions against Belarus, marking the one-year anniversary of Alexander
Lukashenko’selection as president in an election that the U.S. and international community have
said was fraught with irregularities.

In announcing the sanctions, the White House also noted the forced landing of a European
airliner traveling through Belarus’ airspace in order to arrest a prominent opposition journalist
aboard.

Among those the Treasury Department cites in the new sanctions are Belaruskali OAO, which is
one of Belarus’s largest state-owned enterprises and a source of wealth for the regime; the
Belarusian National Olympic Committee; and 15 private companies, including the prominent
Belarusian bank Absolutbank, that have ties to the Lukashenko regime.
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The Belarus Olympic committee has been accused of facilitating money laundering, sanctions
evasion and the circumvention of visa bans. The International Olympic Committee has also
reprimanded it for its failure to protect Belarusian athletes from political discrimination and
repression.

“It is the responsibility of all those who care about human rights, free and fair elections and
freedom of expression to stand against this oppression,” Biden said in a statement. “The United
States will continue to stand up for human rights and free expression, while holding the
Lukashenka regime accountable, in concert with our allies and partners.”

The White House sanctions came as Britain announced new measures meant to target trade with
Belarusian state-owned companies, government finance and aviation.

The British sanctions also restrict trade in potash, oil products, interception and monitoring
technology and goods used in cigarette manufacturing. British investors are barred from buying
securities issued by the Belarusian state or providing insurance and reinsurance to Belarusian
state bodies.

Asked about the sanctions during his annual press conference on Monday, Lukashenko replied,
“you in Britain can choke on these sanctions.”

Lukashenko was awarded a sixth term leading the Eastern European nation last year in a vote
that the opposition and many in the West view as fraudulent.

Widespread belief that the vote was stolen triggered mass protests in Belarus that led to
increased repressions by Lukashenko’s regime on protesters, dissidents and independent media.
More than 35,000 people were arrested and thousands were beaten and jailed.

Lukashenko has earned the nickname of “Europe’s last dictator” in the West for his relentless
repression of dissent since taking the helm in Belarus in 1994.

Last week, KrystsinaTsimanouskaya, an Olympic sprinter who feared reprisals at home for
criticizing her coaches, fled from the Tokyo Olympics to Poland.

The Biden administration has called on the Lukashenko regime to allow an independent
international investigation into the Ryanair flight diversion; release all political prisoners; and
begin talks with democratic opposition and civil society figures that results in a free and fair
presidential election under observation by Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe.
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