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Edgar Lungu — ex-Zambian president makes political comeback

Eoczap Jlynzy — excnpezudenm 3amoii nogepmaemnbcs ¢ nOAimuKy

Konuwmnin npezuoenm 3amoii Eoeap Jlyney nio 6ypxausi eueyku c80ix npuxuibHUKi6
020710CUB NPO CBOE NONIMu4He nogepHents. Bin niwos 3 nonimuxu y 2021 poyi nicis
HUWIBHOI NOpA3KU Ha npe3udeHmcvkux subopax. Ilicis wecmu pokie nepebyeanus Ha
nocadi 8ix 3a1UWUE KPAIHY 8 bopaax i 3 HecmabilbHOW eKoHOoMIKo. Ane 3apa3 E. Jlyney
npazxe ompumamu 6u200y 6i0 3p0Cmar4020 He800BONEHHS CB0IM HACMYNHUKOM
Xaxainoe Xiuinemoro. Hozo nosepnenns ouikysanu oagro, aie ye 6yno nepuie oQiyiiine
oconoulents. «A comoeguti bopomucs 3 poHmy, a He 3 Muy, 01 3axXUcmy 0emMoKpamii.
Ti, xmo eomosei 0o yiei bopomvoOU, 6YOb 1ACKA, UMb 31 MHOO, 51 20MOBULL HA 8CE», —
ckaszag E. JIynzy c60im npuxuibHuKam Ha yepemouii nam smi KOIUuHb020 npe3uoeHma
ma nioepa tioco napmii [lampiomuunuti pponm Maiikna Cama, sakuil nomep Ha nocaodi 6
2014 poyi.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-67254347

To the full-throated cheers of his supporters, Zambia's former President Edgar Lungu has
announced that he is making a political comeback.

He retired from politics in 2021 after suffering a crushing defeat in a presidential election.

After six years in office he left the country heavily in debt and with a precarious economy.

But Mr Lungu is now aiming to capitalise on growing dissatisfaction with his successor,
Hakainde Hichilema.

His return had long been anticipated but this was the first formal announcement.

"I am ready to fight from the front, not from the rear, in defence of democracy. Those who
are ready for this fight, please come along with me, | am ready for anything," Mr Lungu told his
backers on Saturday. He was speaking at a commemoration service for former president and leader
of his Patriotic Front (PF) party, Michael Sata, who died in office in 2014.

Since Mr Lungu lost power two years ago, there has been a wrangle within the PF over
who should lead the party that has ended up in court.

The entrance of Mr Lungu could well heighten tensions and prolong the legal battle, as
there is currently another person, Miles Sampa, who says he was elected as PF president at a recent
meeting.

Some, including the former president, have accused the government of stoking divisions,
which it denies.

Mr Lungu "enjoys a constitutional and democratic right to be able to participate in the
political sphere of our country and if he so wishes he is welcome back in the political arena”,
Information Minister Cornelius Mweetwa told Zambian public broadcaster ZNBC.

Mr Hichilema won the 2021 election, his sixth run at the presidency, with 59% of the vote
on the hope that he would tackle the country's economic problems.

But those high expectations are taking a long time to be met and patience is running thin.

The president has succeeded in negotiating a bailout agreement for the copper-rich country
with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). He has also been able to restructure loan agreements
with Chinese and other creditors.

Mr Hichilema argues that he inherited a country in deep economic trouble in which the all-
important mining sector was struggling.

But the ordinary consumer is facing very high prices for staple foods and fuel, making life
difficult for many and leading to frustration with the political leadership.
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The government was also criticised this week for a "growing intolerance for dissent™ by 13
leading civil society organisations. In a joint statement, they said there was a "shrinking space for
freedom of expression and assembly in the country”.

The presidency has argued in the past that it respects human rights and does not interfere
in the operations of the police.

Last month, Mr Lungu was warned against jogging in public, with police describing his
weekly workouts as "political activism™.

His Saturday runs with ordinary members of the public and PF supporters had been
attracting a lot of attention. The former president was told to seek police approval for future
jogging events.
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