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Bulgaria moves closer to early election as talks fail

EOJZZCZpi}Z HAOIUNCAEMBCSL 00 ()ocmpOKoeux 6u50pi6 yepes npoeai nepeeoeopie
boneapcora nibepanvha napmis « Mu npo0o8xicyemo 3miHuy He 3M021a 3HAUMU Oiibwicmy Y napaameHmi 0is
dopmyeanns ypaoy, i ii nidep, npusnauenutl npem €p-minicmp Acen Bacunveg noseprys manoam npesudenmy
boneapii Pymeny Padegy, Habauzuguiu Kpainy 00 HOBUX 8ubOPI6 — uemsepmux 3a mpoxu Oiibuie Hidc PiK.

A. Bacunveg noschus, wo 1020 napmis He 3Hatuwiia HeooXionoi niompumxu, wob 3adesneyumu oirvuicmo y 121
Micye 6 napnamenmi 015 00panus kabinemy. P. Padeg oconocus, wo nepeoacnms Manoam Ha nocaoy ypsoy
npasoyenmpucmcwkiu napmii ' EPB xonuwinvoeo npem'ep-minicmpa boiiko Bopucosa, axa eice 3as8una, wjo
He2alHo nosepue manoam. Y ybomy eunaoxy mpemiil i OCMAanHiti Manoam npe3udenm 3anpononye 0Opauitl Hum
NnapaamMeHmcobKit napmii.

https://apnews.com/article/nato-russia-ukraine-elections-bulgaria-european-union-
bb7e4e62fe34dc60061e77980fc3deSh

SOFIA, Bulgaria (AP) — A Bulgarian liberal party failed to find a majority in parliament to
form a government, and its leader on Friday returned the mandate to President Rumen Radev,
bringing the country closer to a new election — the fourth in little more than a year.

Prime Minister-designate Assen Vassilev, who is co-chair of the reformist We Continue the
Change party, had a week to try to end the European Union and NATO member’s latest political
crisis amid soaring tensions with Russia.

Before returning the mandate, Vassilev explained that his party didn’t find the necessary support
to secure a 121-seat majority in Parliament to elect a Cabinet.

“We could not get the support needed to rid Bulgaria of corruption and make the state work for
the people, instead of channeling taxpayers’ money into a few select companies that can use it to
corrupt the political class,” the prime minister designate said.

He explained that his party had managed to secure the support of 117 lawmakers — not enough
for a parliamentary majority — and hoped to gather at least four more seats in an upcoming
election.

The Harvard-educated Vassilev served as finance minister in the previous pro-Western
government that was toppled in a no-confidence vote on June 22.

The ouster of the government, which took office last December pledging zero tolerance for
corruption, opens the way to a new election. That could bring a stronger presence of nationalist
and pro-Russia groups in parliament.

On Friday, Radev announced that next week he will hand the government mandate to the center-
right GERB party of former Prime Minister Boyko Borissov, which has already said that it
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would return the mandate immediately. In this case, a third and last mandate will be offered by
the president to a parliamentary party of his choice.

Political analyst Daniel Smilov said that the failure to form a new government means that the
chances of an early parliamentary election had risen sharply.



