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Lebanon lawmakers fail to elect president at 12th attempt

Jlenymamu Jlisany ne 3moenu oopamu npezudenma 3 12-i cnpoou

Jisancoki 3akonooasyi 8 12-ii paz we 3moenu 0dpamu H08020 Npe3udeHma, OCKLIbKU 3aneKi
po36ixcrocmi midc niompumysaroro Ipanom "Xizoannorw" i it npomusHuxamu pusuxyoms
3amASHYmMu Kpainy 6 6akyym eaaou, wjo samsaeHyscs. Oxonnenuti kpusoio Jliean edxce nonao cim
Mmicayie nepebysae be3 enasu 0epircasu. AHANIMUKU KAXHCYMb, WO 20J10CY8AHHS PUSUKYE We
OinbUe NOCUTUMU NOTITMUYHY 0e36UXI0b, 3AMbMAPUBUU HAOIT HA NOPAMYHOK eKOHOMIKU NICs
Oinbw Hidie mpupiunoi kpusu. MixchapoOona cninbHoma 3aKiuKaila noAimuKie oopamu
KOHCEHCYCHO20 KAHOUOama y npe3udeHmu, KUl Moxce 00NOMo2mu Kpaiti nposecmu pegopmu,
HeoOX IOHI 071 pO3010KY8AHHA MITbAPOI68 001apI8 V 8U2iA0i NO3UK 3-3a KOPOOoHY. OKpim
giocymuocmi npezudenma, Jlisanom yoice Oinbuie poKy Kkepye mumuacosuil Kabinem 3
oomedcenumu nognogaxcennsmu. 31 scoemus 2016 poky 3a niocymxamu 080x mypis eubopie y
napaamenmi Miwenv Haima Ayna obpanu npesudenmom Jlisany.
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A 12th attempt to elect Lebanon's new president failed on Wednesday.

The country has been without a head of state for more than seven months.

Bitter divisions between the Iran-backed Hezbollah and its opponents risk sinking the country into a
protracted power vacuum.

Lebanese lawmakers on Wednesday failed for a 12th time to elect a new president, as bitter divisions
between the Iran-backed Hezbollah and its opponents risk miring the country in a protracted power
vacuum.

Crisis-hit Lebanon has already been without a head of state for more than seven months, and the
previous attempt to elect a president was held on 19 January.

The vote for the presidency, reserved for a Maronite Christian under Lebanon's delicate sectarian
power-sharing system, pitted the Hezbollah-backed Sleiman Frangieh against financial official Jihad
Azour, who has mamnly been endorsed by Christian and independent legislators.

But neither had enough support to get the required two-thirds majority, with Azour garnering 59 votes
and Frangieh 51.

All 128 lawmakers showed up for the election, but many left the chamber after placing their ballots in
the box and quorum was lost before a second round of voting - where the winner only requires 65
ballots - was able to go ahead.

"Enough passing the buck... for prolonging the vacuum," parliament speaker Nabih Berri said in a
statement after the session.



"Only consensus and dialogue" will speed up the election of a president, he added, without immmediately
scheduling a new ballot.

Analysts said the vote risked further entrenching a political stalemate, dimming hopes of saving the
economy after more than three years of meltdown.

"At this stage, the most likely scenario is a prolonged vacuum," analyst Karim Bitar said.
Threats

The international community has urged politicians to elect a consensus presidential candidate who can
help the country enact reforms required to unlock billions of dollars in loans from abroad.

On top of lacking a president, Lebanon has been governed by a caretaker cabinet with limited powers
for more than a year.

By convention, the premiership is reserved for a Sunni Muslim and the post of parliament speaker goes
to a Shiite Mushm.

In past sessions, Hezbollah and its allies repeatedly posted spoilt ballots to disrupt the vote, then left so
quorum was lost and a second round could not take place.

They adopted a similar tactic in the last presidential vote, a move that left Lebanon without a president
for more than two years, until Michel Aoun's 2016 win.

Samy Gemayel, head of the Christian Kataeb party, called Wednesday's support for Azour an
"uprising" against "diktats and threats", in reference to accusations Hezbollah is seeking to impose its
preferred candidate.

The Shite movement has described Azour as the "defiance and confrontation candidate", and
pro-Hezbollah daily Al-Akhbar's front page on Wednesday featured just one word: vacuum.

Hezbollah lawmaker Hassan Fadlallah said that "the country cannot be led by... confrontation".

He said:

Dialogue is essential for electing a president
Third-man solution?

Frangieh, a former lawmaker and minister who is a friend of Syrian President Bashar al- Assad, hails
from a storied dynasty, like many of Lebanon's prominent political figures.

On Sunday, he promised to be "the president of all Lebanese" despite his polarising alliances.
Azour was finance minister from 2005 to 2008 and has stepped aside from his role as the director of

the Middle East and Central Asia department at the International Monetary Fund in view of the
presidential contest.



On Monday, as he announced his bid for the post, he said he wanted to "contribute to a solution" not a
crisis, adding that he was "not defying anyone".

The analyst Bitar said Wednesday's vote, like the previous 11 attempts, was likely "a way for political
forces to gauge their respective electoral weight" and see how many votes they could get.

A stalemate could pave the way for protracted negotiations "that would ultimately reach a third-man
solution", he told AFP before the ballot.

The United States and France on Tuesday renewed calls for Lebanese lawmakers to cooperate and
elect a new president.

French foreign ministry spokeswoman Anne-Claire Legendre had urged MPs to "take this date
seriously" and "not to waste another opportunity".



