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Zelenskyy: Ukraine grain blockade will spark famine, migration

B. 3enencokuii: 3eprosa bnokada Ykpainu cnposokye 20100, Miepayio
«Mopcobka 6rokaoa Yrpainu pociero cnpuyunsae kamacmpogiune 3p0CmanHs Yin Ha npooyKmu
XapuyeauHs. ma 0CHOBHI MOBAPU, W0 Npu3eede 00 NPOMecmie, 20100y ma miepayii 8 ycbomy
ceimiy, - 3asaeus IIpezudenm Ykpainu Bonooumup 3enencokui. «Ceim 3apa3 b6anancye Ha
nopo3i Kpu3u npoo08onbyoi besnekuy, — ckazas B. 3enencvruti neped ayoumopiero no
8i0e036 513Ky Ha nowamky kougepenyii Globsec y bpamucnasi. « Biobysaemucsi...
Kamacmpoghiyne 3p0CmManHs Yin Ha OCHOBHI NPOOYKMuU 8 pizHux Kpainaxy. OCKilbKu pocis
nouana emopeHenus 6 Yrpainy matisce 100 Onig momy, docmyn 00 YKpaiHCbKUx MOPCbKUX
nopmie 3aKpumo, wo YHeMONCIUBTIOE MPAHCNOPMYBAHHSL 3ePHA MA THULUX NPOOYKMIE
XapuyeauHs Ha c8imogull puHok mopem. Lle o3nauae, wo MinbliloHu MOHH NUEeHUYi Mma 3epHa
3anUUArOmsbcst 3a010K08AHUMY 8 YKPAiHi, CMBOPIOIYY MUCK HA 3A1eXHCHI 810 IMnOpmy Kpainu
Higniunoi Agppuxu ma Bnuzvrkoeo Cxo0y, sKi 3a38uuail 3a1exicamsv 6i0 YKPAIHCbKO20 8POACAIO.
«Axwo mu ne 3anobiocumo [npobremu 3 NOCMAYAHHAM], MU NOOAYUMO NOLTMUUHUL XAOC 8
Appuyi ma A3zii, a maxooc miepayitiny kpusy 6 €eponi, Koau 100U, SKi Cmpaxicoaroms 8io
201100y, 6y0ymb wiykamu npumynky oeinoey», — ckazas B. 3enencoruii npucymuin na
KOHepeHyii.
hitps://www.politico.eu/article/zelenskyy-ukraine-grain-russia-blockade-spark-famine-
migration/
Russia's maritime blockade of Ukraine is causing a "catastrophic" rise in the price of food and
basic goods, which will lead to protests, famine and migration around the world, Ukraine's
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Thursday.
"The world is now teetering on the cusp of a food security crisis," Zelenskyy told an audience via
video link at the start of the Globsec conference in Bratislava. "There is a ... catastrophic rise in
prices of basic products in various countries."
Since Russia launched its invasion of Ukraine nearly 100 days ago, access to Ukraine's maritime
ports have been closed off, which makes it impossible to shift grain and other food products out
onto the global market by sea.
That means millions of tons of wheat and grain remain locked inside Ukraine, putting pressure on
import-dependent states in North Africa and the Middle East that are usually reliant on the
Ukrainian harvest.
"If we do not avert [the supply problems] we will see political chaos in Africa and Asia, and an
ensuing migration crisis in Europe when people suffering from famine will seek refuge elsewhere,"
Zelenskyy told the conference audience.
The European Commission wants to help authorities in Kyiv shift food exports to road and
railways but it's clear that overland routes cannot replace shipping when it comes to the volume of
goods.
"The food security crisis will inevitably lead to large-scale protests in European countries,"
Zelenskyy told leaders in the audience, including Commission President Ursula von der Leyen.
"Many governments will have to explain to protestors why our Continent is held hostage by one
country and one person in Moscow that gave the order to put a maritime blockade on Ukraine."
Russia has offered to relieve the blockade in return for sanctions relief but with the country's brutal
invasion ongoing any deal remains unlikely. On Friday, the leader of the African Union will meet
Putin in Moscow to discuss the food supply crunch.
During his speech, the Ukrainian leader also warned of a looming pollution crisis caused by the
destruction of industrial and power plant facilities throughout the country by invading Russian
forces.
"The pollutants can contaminate not only the rivers of Ukraine but also the Black and Azov Seas,"
Zelenskyy told the Globsec audience.




He also urged countries to help make sure the Danube River, which runs through Germany,
Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Serbia, Croatia, Moldova, Bulgaria and Romania, along with Ukraine,
remains "clean and safe" for shipping.



