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Nicaragua authorizes entry of Russian troops, planes, ships 

Нікарагуа дозволяє в'їзд російських військ, літаків, кораблів 
Уряд президента Нікарагуа Даніеля Ортеги дозволив російським військам, літакам і кораблям заходити в 

Нікарагуа з метою навчання правоохоронних органів або реагування на надзвичайні ситуації. В 

опублікованому указі Д. Ортега дозволив російським військам виконувати обов’язки правоохоронних 

органів, «гуманітарну допомогу, рятувальні та пошукові місії в надзвичайних ситуаціях або у випадку 

стихійних лих». Уряд Нікарагуа також санкціонував присутність невеликих контингентів російських військ 

для «обміну досвідом і навчання».  

https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-politics-caribbean-nicaragua-mexico-

b424de6b64611ba1202fb9e2b634f130 

 
In this Sept. 5, 2018 file photo, Nicaragua's President Daniel Ortega and his wife and Vice President Rosario 

Murillo, lead a rally in Managua, Nicaragua. Nicaragua’s Sandinista-controlled congress has cancelled nearly 200 

nongovernmental organizations this last week of May 2022, ranging from a local equestrian center to the 94-year-

old Nicaraguan Academy of Letters, in what critics say is President Daniel Ortega’s attempt to eliminate the 

country’s civil society. (AP Photo/Alfredo Zuniga, File) 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The government of Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega has authorized 

Russian troops, planes and ships to deploy to Nicaragua for purposes of training, law 

enforcement or emergency response.  

In a decree published this week, and confirmed by Russia on Thursday, Ortega will allow 

Russian troops to carry out law enforcement duties, “humanitarian aid, rescue and search 

missions in emergencies or natural disasters.”  

The Nicaraguan government also authorized the presence of small contingents of Russian troops 

for “exchange of experiences and training.”  

Russia’s foreign ministry spokeswoman, Maria Zakharova, told the Russian news outlet Sputnik 

that the measure was “routine.” 
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“We are talking about a routine — twice a year — procedure for the adoption of a Nicaraguan 

law on the temporary admission of foreign military personnel to its territory in order to develop 

cooperation in various areas, including humanitarian and emergency responses, combatting 

organized crime and drug trafficking,” Zakharova said. 

She noted the law also authorizes troops from the United States, Mexico and other Central 

American countries for such purposes.  

Ortega has been a staunch ally of Russia since his days in the leadership of the 1979 revolution 

that ousted dictator Anastasio Somoza. Ortega served as president from 1985 to 1990, before 

being re-elected to power in 2007. 
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Ortega’s government arrested dozens of political opposition leaders, including most of the 

potential presidential candidates, in the months before his re-election to a fourth consecutive 

term last year. His government has shut down dozens of nongovernmental groups that he accuses 

of working on behalf of foreign interests to destabilize his government. Tens of thousands of 

Nicaraguans have been chased into exile. 

___ 

This story, which originally moved on June 9, corrects the spelling of Nicaragua in the headline. 
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