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Biden calls for China review during first Pentagon visit

baiioen saxnuxae nepeznsinymu cmpameziio wjooo Kumaro nio yac nepuioco

6i3umy 00 Heﬂmaeony

Ipesuoenm CLLA /]co Baiiden oeonocus npo nianu nepeenady Ilenmazonom cmpamezii HayionanvHoi Oe3nexu
w000 Kumato 6 pamkax 11020 3ycuns wooo kaniopysauns nioxooy CILLUA oo Ilexiny. /I. baiiden 3axiuxkae cmeopumu
HO8Y pobouy epyny 0Jis nepeaisdy cmpamezii, OCKIIbKU HO8A AOMIHICMpayisi 0eMOHCmpye 0edai Oinbule GU3HAHHS
moeo, wo CLIA cmukaiomocs i3 3p0CmarouumMu BUKIUKAMU MOOEPHI306anol ma binbw Hanone2nueoi apmii Kumaro.
Ipesuoenm oz2onocus npo nepezisio nio 4ac c8020 hepuito2o izumy 0o Ilenmazomny sx 20108HOKOMAHOYIOUUIL.
Ipeocmaenuxu Minicmepcmea 06oponu onucanu cmpameziio ax "cnpunmepcobki” 3ycuiiis, sKi 36a2Cy8amuMyn
possioky CILIIA, pisens siticok y pecioni, 06oponni corozu 3 Kumaem mowo. J]. baiioen ckasas, wo yintboea epyna
dasamume pexomenoayii minicmpy oboponu Jlnotidy Ocminy, "wob mu moenu npoxracmu NOMYICHUL WLIAX ynepeo
w000 numanvw, nos'snzanux 3 Kumaem”.
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-biden-cabinet-lloyd-austin-coronavirus-pandemic-
43210adc097451c97a400cfe6d35bel5

President Joe Biden speaks as Secretary of Defense LIod Austin and Vice President Kamala Harris accompany him
at the Pentagon, Wednesday, Feb. 10, 2021, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, Pool)

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden on Wednesday announced plans for a Pentagon
review of national security strategy on China as part of his push to recalibrate the U.S. approach
with Beijing.

Biden’s call for a new task force to review strategy comes as the new administration shows
growing recognition that the U.S. faces increasing challenges posed by China’s modernized and
more assertive military.

The president announced the review during his first visit to the Pentagon as commander in chief.
Defense Department officials described the review as a “sprint” effort that would weigh U.S.
intelligence, troops levels in the region, defense alliances with China and more.
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Biden said the task force would make recommendations to Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin “so
that we can chart a strong path forward on China-related matters.” He announced the task force
in an address to the Pentagon workforce after he and Vice President Kamala Harris met with
Defense Department brass Wednesday afternoon.

Biden is determined to depart from President Donald Trump’s approach to China —a
relationship that placed economic and trade concerns above all else and then hit a wall after the
coronavirus pandemic.

The task force is to present its findings to Austin within four months. No final public report is
anticipated, but Pentagon officials will discuss recommendations with Congress and others.

At his Senate confirmation hearing last month, Austin said he agreed with a recent Pentagon

report that said China’s ambition is to develop a military that is equal to, and in some respects
superior to, that of the United States by 2050.

“While that may be their goal, I would ... intend to make sure that never happens,” Austin said.

Last week, Austin also announced a “global posture review” that he said will make sure that the
military’s presence around the world “aligns with our national interests” and ensure “we have the
right capabilities in the right places.” The Pentagon also does an annual report on the state of
China’s military.

Austin has tapped Ely Ratner, a top Pentagon adviser, to lead the review. Ratner served as
deputy national security adviser to Biden as vice president and also served as a China specialist
during the Obama administration.

Biden is taking early stock of the military as it pivots from the turmoil of the Trump years and
focuses to an unusual degree on domestic and internal issues.

As defense leaders await direction from Biden on possible new approaches to overseas security
threats, Austin is treating the coronavirus pandemic as a top priority and ordering fresh
assessments of how to root out sexual assault and extremism in the military’s ranks.
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On his first day in office, Austin issued a message to the force that emphasized his commitment
to finding ways the military can help the government move “further and faster” to fight the
pandemic. Already there are more than 24,000 National Guard members providing logistical
support for the vaccine program and giving as many as 50,000 shots per day.
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Last week, the Pentagon announced it will deploy more than 1,100 troops to five vaccination
centers at the request of the Federal Emergency Management Agency. This marks the first wave
of increased military support for the national vaccination campaign.

The military is preparing to deploy the first team of about 222 service members to a vaccination
center in California, and it says it is ready to deploy four similar teams to other centers when
FEMA is ready. FEMA has asked the Pentagon to supply as many as 10,000 troops to staff 100
centers, but Austin is approving the teams incrementally as the locations are identified.



Biden, in a brief exchange with reporters after his remarks, declined to say whether he would
seek to take action against China for its handling of the pandemic. The virus first emerged in the
country’s Wuhan province, and Trump blamed China for its rapid spread.

The World Health Organization in a report released this week said it was “extremely unlikely”
that the coronavirus leaked from a lab in Wuhan. State Department spokesman Ned Price said
Tuesday that the Biden administration would hold off on commenting on the WHO report until it
has time to review the findings.

“I’m interested in getting all the facts,” Biden said.

The president, while at the Pentagon, also took a tour of the African Americans in Service
Corridor, an exhibit honoring Black service members.

The new defense secretary, Austin, is the first African American Pentagon chief.

AP Writer Jonathan Lemire contributed to this report.



