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So, is Donetsk the next Crimea?

Отже, Донецьк наступний після Криму?
Надія на те, що після втечі екс-президента Віктора Януковича почнться деескалація

кризи в Україні не виправдалася. Крим зараз де-факто є частиною Росії. Події, які
відбуваються в країні пригнічують, у Донецьку проросійські демонстранти штурмують

обласну адміністрацію і, згідно з повідомленнями в російських ЗМІ, оголошено про
створення "Донецької Народної Республіки". Протестуючі вимагають референдуму про

приєднання до Росії і закликають «миротворців» з Росії втрутитися в ситуацію.
Звичайно , все це виглядає подібно до того, що трапилося з Кримом. Проросійські акції

протесту проходять також у Харкові і Луганську.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2014/04/07/so-is-donetsk-the-next-crimea/

For anyone who thought the crisis in Ukraine might start to de-escalate with Viktor Yanukovych
gone and Crimea now a de facto part of Russia, the events of the weekend are depressing.

In Donetsk, a large industrial city in Ukraine's east, pro-Russian protesters stormed the regional
legislature and, according to reports in Russian media, declared the city "Donetsk People’s Republic"
on Monday. The protesters are now demanding a referendum on joining Russia, with May 11 touted as
the day of the vote, and calling for "peacekeepers" from Russia to intervene.

Of course, this all looks a little Crimea 2.0. And that's especially worrying, as there have been a
number of other reports of pro-Russian protests in other Ukrainian cities like Kharkiv and Luhansk. If
Donetsk is following a pattern established by Crimea, it seems these regions might, too.

Crimea is a different place, however. It was, after all, a part of Russia for hundreds of years,
only joining Ukraine in 1954. More than 50 percent of its inhabitants spoke Russian, and it had a
majority of almost 60 percent ethnic Russians, according to the most recent census (admittedly
conducted back in 2001, but still). The region had a long-standing, if not necessarily very effective,
pro-Russian independence movement long before Ukraine's current political crisis exploded.

Meanwhile, Donetsk was founded by a Welsh businessman in 1869, a bit of trivia that has
prompted a satirical campaign for the region to join the United Kingdom, according to the BBC. It
briefly declared itself the Donetsk–Krivoy Rog Soviet Republic in 1918 after the Russian civil war (as
referenced by a number of flags seen at protests), but has been a part of Ukraine ever since. While the
city does have a slim Russian plurality (48.15 percent vs. 46.65 percent Ukrainians, according to the
2001 census), it's at the center of an oblast with a clear Ukrainian majority (56.9 percent Ukrainians to
38.2 percent Russians, according to the same census).

The different circumstances here may well prompt a different response from Kiev, which offered
little more than stern words when Crimea voted for annexation by Russia. (It could certainly be argued
that the anger over Crimea's referendum wasn't so much due to Crimea joining Russia, but rather the
flawed way the referendum was held.) The Ukrainian government has so far refused to contemplate
letting Ukraine's fifth-largest city and a major economic hub secede.

"Yesterday, a second wave of the Russian Federation's special operation against Ukraine
started. The goal is to destabilize the situation in the country, topple Ukrainian authorities, disrupt the
elections and to tear our country apart," Oleksandr Turchynov, Ukraine's acting president, said in a
televised address on Monday. "Enemies of Ukraine are trying to repeat the Crimean scenario but we
will not let them do it."


