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No Black Sea grain deal ships inspected as russian deadline looms
Cyona, aki mopzyomso 3epuom y Yopruomy mopi, ne nepegiparomacs

yepe3 HaONUIHCEHHA KIHUEB020 MEPMIHY

Opeanizayis O6'conanux Hayiii 3aa6una, wo 61uzvko 30 MinbliloHie MempuduHUX moHH 3epHa ma
npooyKmie xapuysants 0y10 ekcnopmosao 3 Yxkpainu 6 pamkax YopHomopcvkoi 3epHosoi
iniyiamusu, y momy wucii matixce 600 muc. moun 3epua Ha cyounax Bceceimnvoi npodogonvuoi
npoepamu 0Jis1 onepayiti 3 Ha0auHs oonomoau 8 Agpeanicmani, E¢hionii ma Kenii, Comani ma
Emeni. OOHak 3apasz ekcnopm 30ixcoHcst 3 Ykpainu cnoginbHUuscs uepe3 HabIUudCeHHs KiHYe8020
mepminy 0ii "3epnoeoi yeoou". B npeccayacoi eencexa OOH 3as3nauunu, wo ocmauHi OHi cyoHa
He IHcnekmylombcs 8 pamkax Yopromopcvkoi 3epro6oi iHiyiamueu, sKka 00380.75€ be3neuHull
eKcnopm YKpaincvkozo 3epra Yoprum mopem, 8i0 axoi mockea npueposzuia eiomosumucs 18
MpasHs yepes nepeukoou 0Jisl 81ACHO20 eKCnopmy 3epHa ma 00opus. llepecosopu w000
npooosicents "3epnosoi yeoou" marome 8iooymucsa 6 Cmamoyii.
https://nationalpost.com/pmn/news-pmn/no-ships-inspected-sunday-monday-under-black-sea-

grain-deal-un

UNITED NATIONS — The United Nations said no ships were inspected on Sunday or Monday
under a deal allowing the safe Black Sea export of Ukraine grain, which Moscow has threatened
to quit on May 18 over obstacles to its own grain and fertilizer exports.

No Black Sea grain deal ships inspected as Russian deadline looms
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The U.N. and Turkey brokered the Black Sea export agreement in July last year to help tackle a
global food crisis that has been worsened by Moscow’s war in Ukraine. Officials from Russia,
Ukraine, Turkey and the U.N. make up a Joint Coordination Centre (JCC) in Istanbul, which
implements the deal.

The United Nations said on Monday that so far nearly 30 million metric tonnes of grain and
foodstuffs had been exported from Ukraine under the Black Sea deal, including nearly 600,000
metric tonnes of grain in World Food Programme vessels for aid operations in Afghanistan,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, and Yemen.

“In 2022, Ukraine supplied more than half of WFP’s global wheat grain procurement, as it was
the case in 2021,” the U.N. said in a statement.

Ukraine had been putting forward daily a list of ships to be authorized by the JCC. Once
approved, ships are inspected by JCC officials near Turkey before traveling to a Ukrainian Black
Sea port via a maritime humanitarian corridor to collect their cargo and return to Turkish waters
for a final inspection.

“The JCC conducted no inspections yesterday and today,” the U.N. said on Monday, adding that
the U.N. and Turkey were “working closely with all sides with the aim to facilitate movements
and inspections of inbound and outbound vessels ... while discussions for the future of the
Initiative continue.”

SHIPS WAITING

Senior officials from the four parties are due to meet in Istanbul later this week for talks. Russia
has said it will not extend the pact beyond May 18 unless a list of demands is met to remove
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obstacles to its own grain and fertilizer exports. To help convince Russia to allow Ukraine to
resume Black Sea grain exports, a three-year pact was also struck in July 2022 in which the U.N.
agreed to help Moscow facilitate those shipments.

While those Russian exports are not subject to Western sanctions imposed following the
February 2022 invasion of Ukraine, Moscow says restrictions on payments, logistics and
insurance are a barrier to shipments.

In an excerpt of a letter seen by Reuters last month, Russia told its JCC counterparts it will not
approve any new vessels to take part in the Black Sea deal unless the transits will be done by
May 18 — “the expected date of ... closure.”

Ukraine has said that 62 vessels are waiting to travel to its ports, of which eight have been put
forward for JCC authorization, the U.N. said on Monday. The JCC has not agreed to any new
authorizations for the past several days.

When it comes to inspections of already authorized ships, the U.N. said there were currently 26
outbound vessels loaded with more than 1.1 million metric tonnes of grain and foodstuffs
waiting in Turkish waters.

There were 14 vessels in the Ukrainian ports loading some 600,000 metric tonnes of grain and
foodstuffs, the U.N. said, while another three ships — two outbound and one inbound — were in
transit. Those 17 ships would also need to be inspected when they returned to Turkish waters.

The Black Sea export deal also provided for the export of fertilizer, including ammonia, but there
had been no such exports so far, the United Nations said. (Reporting by Michlle Nichols; editing
by Richard Chang and Stephen Coates)



