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Joint Chiefs Chairman to Meet With Russian Counterpart in
Azerbaijan

T'onosa O6'eonanozo komimemy navanvnukie wumaoie CILIA 3ycmpinemuca 3
pociiicokum Konez2on ¢ Azepoaiidxicani

Buwuii giticoxosa yunosnux CLLIA cnpobye ioHosumu 8ilicbKo8uil 0ianoe 3i ceoim
POCICOKUM KOle2010, Ha MLl HanpyaceHocmi yepes 0okyuusi 0ii Pocii wjooo
AMEPUKAHCLKUX OOTL0BUX KOPAOD.Ii8, HAPOCMAHHA O0U08UX Oill Ha cx00i Yxpainu i
36UHYBaAUeHb 8 MOMY, Wo Mockea nopywuna Kio4osy Y200y npo KOHmMpOJib 030pOEHD.
3ycmpiu eenepana [owcozegpa @ [angopoa-mn., ['onosu O6'eonanozo komimemy
Hauanonukie wmaoise CILIIA, 3 cenepanom Banepiem B. I'epacumosum, HauanbHUKOM
pociticbkoeo I enepanvruozo wmaoy, 6i0oydemvcsi 6 cmoauyi Azepoaiidacany baxy. Lle
O6y0e nepuia ocooucma 3ycmpiu komauoysauis 3 Bawunemona i Mockeu 3 2014 poky. Ha
opeanizayiio 3ycmpiui 60€HAYAILHUKIB NIWUI0 Oa2amo Micayie, i ii 3HaueHHs — npeomem
cnopy 6a2amvox iliCbKo8UX excnepmis. /{esKi 8i0CcmasHi YUusiIbHI YUHOBHUKU
epoicoenapmamenmy 6xazysanu, ujo 3yCmpiy 080X eeHepanié 0acms Hebazamo, NoKU
nonimuka Tpamna wooo Mockeu 3anuwaemvca Hescnoro. OpeaHizysamu yio 3ycmpiy
Oy10 HelleeKo, adaice pociiicbka CMopoHa Hanoaseala Ha npuizo JJangopoy é Mockey abo
binopycir, a [lenmazon naoaeas nepesazy 3ycmpimucs 6 3axiouiti €gponi. Oonax
I'epacumos ne mie npubymu 6 3axiony €epony, max K 3HaAX00UMbCA N0 CAHKYIAMU 3d
KepieHUYMBO POCILCbKUM BILICbKOBUM 6mpyyaHHam 8 Ykpaini. B pe3yiomami baxy 6ye
00paHull sIK HelMPAlbHA MEPUMOPIAL.
https.://'www.nytimes.com/2017/02/15/world/europe/russia-azerbaijan-general-dunford.
html

The nation’s top military officer will try to reopen a military dialogue with his Russian
counterpart on Thursday amid tensions over Russia’s harassment of American warships, stepped-up
fighting in eastern Ukraine and accusations that Moscow has violated a landmark arms control accord.

The meeting between Gen. Joseph F. Dunford Jr., the chairman of theJoint Chiefs of Staff, and
Gen. Valery V. Gerasimov, chief of the Russian general staff, will take place in Baku, the capital
of Azerbajjan.

It will be the first face-to-face meeting between military chiefs from Washington and Moscow
since 2014. A Pentagon statement said that discussions would center on “the current state of
U.S.-Russian military relations and the importance of consistent and clear military-to-military
communication to prevent miscalculation and potential crisis.”

The state of military relations between the two sides certainly has not been good. Last week,
Russian warplanes flew at an usually low altitude over an American guided missile destroyer in the
Black Sea, according to a spokesman for the United States European Command. It was a pattern of
harassment that Western officials say has been increasingly common as NATO works to strengthen its
defenses against a resurgent Russian military.

Relations also have been strained by the Russian deployment of a ground-launched cruise
missile in what American officials say is a violation of the 1987 treaty banning ntermediate-range
American and Russian missiles based on land. The Russians have denied the complaint.



The meeting between the military chiefs took many months to arrange, and its utility is a matter
of debate among military experts. Some former civilian Defense Department officials have argued there
is little that a meeting between the two generals can accomplish while the Trump administration’s policy
toward Moscow remains unclear.

“T think the American people need to understand what this administration’s strategy is vis-a-vis
Russia before we go intensifying the relationship,” said Elissa Slotkin, who was an acting assistant
secretary of defense in the Obama admnistration. “Engagement just for engagement’s sake, without
clear goals, simply plays into Russian hands.”

But other experts say it is important to strengthen communication between the American and
Russian militaries, given the proximity with which they operate in Syria, the Black Sea and the Baltic
region, among other potential flash points.

Celeste Wallander, the top Russian expert on the staff of the National Security Council during
the Obama administration, said that the White House in 2016 had directed the opening of a high-level
military channel “to avoid incidents, if possible, and prevent escalation.”

“I am fully supportive that it is finally happening,” she added.

The meeting follows years in which the Obama administration initially sought to isolate
President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia because of Moscow’s annexation of Crimea — only to try later
to cooperate with the Kremlin to bring an end to the fighting in Syria. That diplomacy collapsed when
Russia backed the assault by the government of Bashar al- Assad on Aleppo and arranged a meeting in
Moscow that included Iran and Turkey but not the United States.

General Dunford has spoken with General Gerasimov by phone, but this will be his first meeting.

Arranging that meeting has not been easy. The Russians suggested that General Dunford come
to Moscow or to Belarus for the meeting, American officials said. The Pentagon preferred a location in
Western Europe. That, however, was complicated by the fact that the European Union imposed a travel
ban on General Gerasimov for his role in orchestrating the Russian military intervention in Ukraine.

Eventually Baku was selected as a neutral location.

General Gerasimov is a controversial figure. In 2013, he published an article that detailed the
conceptual basis for Russia’s cyberattacks and other forms of what has become known as “hybrid”
warfare.

Called the Gerasimov Doctrine, it held that the boundary between war and peace was
increasingly hard to discern and that the use of proxies and covert tactics would increase in “nonlinear
war.”

Military officials would not provide details of what General Dunford planned to discuss. The
meeting will take place against the backdrop of Mr. Trump’s repeated suggestions that Moscow might
be a useful ally in the campaign against the Islamic State, even as other tensions remain, or are
increasing, in the bilateral relationship.

During his confirmation hearings to become chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in July
2015, General Dunford described Russia in far more worrisome terms than has Mr. Trump. “My
assessment today is that Russia poses the greatest threat to our national security,” he said. “If you look
at their behavior, it’s nothing short of alarming,”

But he also appears to be calculating that his meeting can prove useful in reducing the risks of
confrontation and perhaps in laying the groundwork to eventually overcome some policy differences.
The results may also determmne how influential a voice General Dunford becomes as the White House
tries to sort out its Russia strategy.



