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U.N. condemns russia's move to annex parts of Ukraine 

ООН засудила спробу росії анексувати частини України 
Генеральна Асамблея ООН переважною більшістю голосів засудила спробу незаконної 

анексії росією чотирьох частково окупованих регіонів України та закликала всі країни не 

визнавати цей крок, посилюючи дипломатичну міжнародну ізоляцію москви. Три чверті 

членів Генеральної Асамблеї  – 143 країни – проголосували за резолюцію, яка також 

підтвердила суверенітет, незалежність, єдність та територіальну цілісність України в 

межах її міжнародно визнаних кордонів. До росії, яка проголосувала проти резолюції, 

приєдналися лише чотири країни — Сирія, Нікарагуа, Північна Корея та Білорусь. 

Утрималися під час голосування 35 країн, зокрема стратегічний партнер росії Китай, 

решта не голосувала. 
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UNITED NATIONS 

The United Nations General Assembly on Wednesday overwhelmingly condemned Russia's 

"attempted illegal annexation" of four partially occupied regions in Ukraine and called on all 

countries not to recognize the move, strengthening a diplomatic international isolation of 

Moscow since it invaded its neighbor. 

 

Three-quarters of the 193-member General Assembly - 143 countries - voted in favor of a 

resolution that also reaffirmed the sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial integrity of 

Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders. 

 

"It's amazing," Ukraine's U.N. Ambassador Sergiy Kyslytsya told reporters after the vote as he 

stood next to U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, who said the 

result showed Russia could not intimidate the world. 

 

Only four countries joined Russia in voting against the resolution - Syria, Nicaragua, North 

Korea and Belarus. Thirty-five countries abstained from the vote, including Russia's strategic 

partner China, while the rest did not vote. 

 

"Today it is Russia invading Ukraine. But tomorrow it could be another nation whose territory is 

violated. It could be you. You could be next. What would you expect from this chamber?" 

Thomas-Greenfield told the General Assembly before the vote. 

 

Moscow in September proclaimed its annexation of four partially occupied regions in Ukraine - 

Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia - after staging what it called referendums. Ukraine 

and allies have denounced the votes as illegal and coercive. 

 

The General Assembly vote followed a veto by Russia last month of a similar resolution in the 

15-member Security Council. 

 

Russia's U.N. Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia told the General Assembly ahead of the vote that 

the resolution was "politicized and openly provocative," adding that it "could destroy any and all 

efforts in favor of a diplomatic solution to the crisis." 

 

'DOUBLE STANDARDS' 
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The moves at the United Nations mirror what happened in 2014 after Russia annexed Ukraine's 

Crimea. The General Assembly then adopted a resolution declaring the referendum invalid with 

100 votes in favor, 11 against and 58 formal abstentions. 

 

China abstained on Wednesday because it did not believe the resolution will be helpful, China's 

Deputy U.N. Ambassador Geng Shuang said. 

 

"Any action taken by the General Assembly should be conducive to the de-escalation of the 

situation, to be conducive to the early resumption of dialogue and should be conducive to the 

promotion of a political solution to this crisis," he said. 

 

The United States and other Western countries lobbied ahead of Wednesday's vote. U.S. 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken convened a virtual meeting on Tuesday with diplomats from 

more than 100 countries. 

 

They won dozens more votes than compared with the 2014 result, and improved on the 141 

countries who voted to denounce Russia and demand it withdraw its troops from Ukraine within 

a week of its Feb. 24 invasion. 

 

Moscow has then been trying to chip away at its international isolation. As Russia and the West 

have vied for diplomatic influence, some states - particularly in the global South - have grown 

concerned about paying the price for being squeezed in the middle of an intense geopolitical 

rivalry. 

 

"We deplore the politics of the double standards of the powerful of this world when it comes to 

Africa," Democratic Republic of Congo U.N. Ambassador Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja told the 

General Assembly on Wednesday. 

 

"We support Ukraine. We want to see the war ended," he said. "But we would like to see the 

international community take similar action against other situations in the world where countries 

are being invaded and occupied." 
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FILE PHOTO: Russian President Vladimir Putin delivers a speech during a ceremony to declare 

the annexation of the Russian-controlled territories of four Ukraine's Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson 

and Zaporizhzhia regions, after holding what Russian authorities called referendums in the 

occupied areas of Ukraine that were condemned by Kyiv and governments worldwide, in the 

Georgievsky Hall of the Great Kremlin Palace in Moscow, Russia, September 30, 2022. 

Sputnik/Grigory Sysoyev/Kremlin via REUTERS/File Photo 


