New York Post.- 06.12.2023
Snejana Farberov

US files first-ever war crime charges accusing russian soldiers of
torturing American in Ukraine
CIIIA gucynyau nepuii @ icmopii 36UHy8aUeHHA POCIUCLKUX CONOAMIE

Y mopmypax amepuxanyie ¢ YKpaini

Tenepanvuuti npoxypop CLLA Meppix Taprano nosioomus npo nioo3py € mopmypax i
HCOPCMOKOMY NOBOONCEHHT 3 AMEPUKAHCOKUM SPOMAOAHUHOM YOMUPLOM, NO8'SA3AHUM I3 POCIEIO,
giticbkogocyacoosysam. Lle nepuuii 6unadox npumseHeHHs 00 8i0N0GIOAIbHOCMI 3 B0OEHHI
3N0YUHU, BYUHEHI IO YAC POCIUCLKOI azpecii, 8 pamKax IpUcoOuKyii iHO3eMHUX KPAiH.
I'enepanvnuii npoxkypop Ha36ae 008UHYBAIbHUL BUCHOBOK 8ANCIUBUM KPOKOM HA WAAXY 00
8I0N0BI0AILHOCMI 3a HE3AKOHH) BIUHY POCIICbK020 pedxcumy 8 Yrpaini. 3asoaxu Memopandymy
npo cnisnpayio, axuti nionucanu I enepanvruii npokypop Yrkpainu Anopit Kocmin i
Tenepanvuuti npoxypop CLLA Meppix Tapnano y éepecui 2022 p., ys cnienpays éutiuia Ha
HO8UIL PIBeHb | NPUHOCUMb GIOYYMHI pe3yibmamu. 36UHY8aAYeH s CMA0 KYIbMIHAYIEIO
poscrioysanus epynu Minicmepcmea iocmuyii' 3 nUManb 60EHHUX 3/I0YUHIB, WO MPUBATLO DIK,
CMBOPeHOI OJisl BUBHEHHS NOBIOOMIEHb NPO 36IPCMEA, CKOEHT POCIUCLKUMU GIUICOKAMU 8 YKpaiHi.
https://nypost.com/2023/12/06/news/us-charges-russian-soldiers-with-war-crimes-in-ukraine/

The US Justice Department took the unprecedented step of charging four Russian soldiers with
war crimes against an American living in Ukraine, who was allegedly savagely beaten, tortured
and subjected to a mock execution.

Attorney General Merrick Garland said Wednesday these were the first charges brought under a
little-known 1996 federal law that allows the US to prosecute people who commit war crimes
against Americans abroad.

“As the world has witnessed the horrors of Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine, so has the United
States Department of Justice,” Garland told a news conference.

The victim, who was not identified, was kidnapped from his home in the village of Mylove in the
Kherson region in southern Ukraine in April 2022 and held captive by the Russians for 10 days,
according to a 9-page indictment unsealed in Virginia federal court and reviewed by The Post.

Attorney General Merrick Garland (C) speaks in front of FBI Director Chris Wray (3-R), US
Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas (3-L) and others; during a news conference at
the Justice Department in Washington, DC

During his ordeal, the American was stripped naked and photographed, pummeled with fists,
kicked and smashed with the butt of a gun.

He was also allegedly forced to endure interrogations and a simulated execution, in which a gun
was put to the back of his head, then moved slightly and fired, with the bullet whizzing just past
his head, according to the indictment.

The detainee was repeatedly threatened with death, and even asked for his last words.

One of his captors also threatened to rape the American and “touched him in a sexual manner”
by kissing him on the cheek and rubbing his ear.

“Again and again, he believed he was going to die,” Garland said.
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Plastic ties for torture and a broken chair are seen inside a basement of an office building, where
prosecutors say 30 people were held two months during a Russian occupation in Kherson
The American, who had lived in Ukraine since 2021, was not fighting in the war against Russia
and was a protected person under the Geneva Convention of 1949, the indictment stated.

The defendants were identified as commanding officers Suren Seiranovich Mkrtchyan, 45, and
Dmitry Budnik, and two lower-level soldiers identified in the indictment only by their the first
names, Valerii and Nazar.

All four Russians were charged with one count of conspiracy to commit war crimes and three
counts of war crimes -unlawful confinement of a protected person, torture and inhuman
treatment.

Prosecutors said the suspects were either members of the Russian army or military units of the
so-called Donetsk People’s Republic, a region in eastern Ukraine that Russia illegally annexed.

The defendants are not in custody and are unlikely to appear in the US to face the charges.

FBI Director Chris Wray (L) speaks in front of US Attorney General Merrick Garland (R), US
Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas (2-R) and others; during a news conference at
the Justice Department in Washington, DC, USA, 06 December 2023. The US Justice
Department announced the unsealing of war crimes charges in connection with Russia's invasion
of Ukraine against four Russia-affiliated military personnel. The Justice Department has filed the
first ever charges under the US war crimes statute against four Russia-affiliated military
personnel for alleged crimes against an American citizen

Garland, however, described the indictment as an “important step toward accountability for the
Russian regime’s illegal war in Ukraine.”

The indictment was the culmination of a year-long investigation by the DOJ’s war crimes team
that was formed to look into reports of atrocities committed by Russian forces in Ukraine.

Federal investigators traveled to Europe in August 2022 to interview the victim, who had been
evacuated from Ukraine after his release from captivity.



