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Pro-Russia separatists press forward with their secession from
Ukraine

Ilpopociiiceki cenapamucmu Hano1€21u60 RPAZHYMb 00 8I00KPEMAEHHA 610
Ykpainu

Lliompumyesani Pocicto cenapamucmu npo0oosxcyioms 6yoysamu npuoymMany HUMU HOg)y
deparcasy, 8idipeany 8i0 Ykpainu: 6onu nposeiu «inas2ypayiioy 00tosuxa, Hibumo
00paroeo npem'ep-minicmpom camonpozonouienoi /JJoneybkoi HapoOHoi pecnyoOiKu.
Onekcandp 3axapuenko nepemie Ha CyMHIGHUX 8ubopax, Habpaswiu Oinvw Hixe 70%
20710Ci8, SIK 3a6UNLA BUOOPYA KOMICIS CenapamucmcbKo2o pe2iony, uwo npaytosana oes
peecmpayii 6ubopyis, npoeoOULA ONUMYBAHHSL 8 NPUCYMHOCMI 030POEHUX OOUOBUKIE i
00CMasANa YpHU 018 2010CY8AHHI HCUMENAM CLI, 5IKi, N0OOIIYUCH NOMPAnumu nio
apmuiepiticbKuli 6020Hb, He 3'a8unucs na eubopu. Konuwniti ogiyep paosaucokoi apmii
leop IThomuuykuii ouoaue cycionto Jlyeancvky HapooHy pecnyOniKy, uepe3 OeHb nicJis
mo2o, K 6IH 3aKAUKAG IHULI He3a0080./1eH] pe2ionu YKpainu eiookpemumucs i
npueoHamucs 00 Hosoi oepaicasu — Hosopocii. Hacnioxu cenapamucmcvkux 6ubopie ma
0Y0iBHUYMBA KBA3I0epIHCABU HA OKYNOBAHIU Cenapamucmamuy mepumopii 8iopasy i
cmanu ouesuoni. Ykpaincokuil npesuoenm Ilempo Ilopowenko 3as6us, wo 6in iOKIUKAE
npono3uyiro damu OIILULY ABMOHOMIIO CXIOHUM Pe2iOHaM.
http://touch.latimes.com/#section/-1/article/p2p-81874561/
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Ukrainian secessionist leader Alexander Zakharchenko is sworn in as prime
minister of the so-called People's Republic of Donetsk on Nov. 4.

Russia-backed separatists pressed on Tuesday with the building of their envisioned new
state wrested from Ukrainian territory with the inauguration of a gunman purportedly elected
prime minister of the proclaimed People's Republic of Donetsk.

Alexander Zakharchenko won the dubious election held Sunday with more than 70% of
the vote, according to the breakaway region's election committee, which operated without a voter
registry, conducted polling in the presence of armed fighters and carried ballot boxes to villagers
who were reluctant to brave artillery fire to vote.

The elections for government leaders and local assemblies for the Donetsk and Luhansk
regions were widely condemned as illegal and a threat to an all-but-dead cease-fire that has



tamped down some of the fighting in eastern Ukraine. In the two months since the Sept. 5 truce
was signed by Russia, Ukraine and the separatists, at least 400 people have died, bringing the
death toll from the conflict to at least 4,000 since April.

Zakharchenko was sworn in at the heavily guarded Music and Dance Theater in Donetsk,
Russia's Tass news agency reported from the city once home to a million residents. The
38-year-old normally attired in camouflage wore a sash bearing the red, blue and black colors of
his declared republic draped over a pinstriped suit.

Soviet army veteran Igor Plotnitsky also took office on Tuesday to lead the neighboring
People's Republic of Luhansk, a day after he appealed to other disgruntled regions of Ukraine to
secede and join the emerging new state of Novorossiya. The territory stretching from the Russian
border across the Black Sea coast of southern Ukraine has resurrected the name applied to it
when czarist Russia conquered it in the late 18th century.

"I feel joy for my own people, which finally found, I think, faith," Plotnitsky told
journalists after the inauguration ceremony, Russia's RIA Novosti news agency reported. "It
should not be failed now. We will do everything that we said we would accomplish."

German Chancellor Angela Merkel reiterated her displeasure over the separatists'
defiance in holding the elections, which were denounced as destabilizing by the United Nations,
the European Union, the United States, NATO and the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe.

Merkel said she still held out hope for a negotiated end to the Ukraine crisis. But she said
the separatists' disregard for the international community's judgment that the votes were illegal
showed "how difficult it is even to maintain agreements that have been made" -- a reference to
the battered cease-fire.

The consequences of the separatists' elections and purported state-building in their
occupied territory were immediately clear. Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko said Tuesday
that he was revoking an offer to grant greater autonomy to the eastern regions that would have
allowed them to maintain the social and economic ties with Russia that have prevailed
throughout Ukraine's 23 years of independence because of the close integration of their industry
with that of Russia.



