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EDITORIAL.: Mr. Putin, stop sabotaging the Black Sea Grain
Initiative

PEJIAKIIA: Ilane nymin, npununimo cadomyeamu YopHomopcoKy 3epHogy
iniyiamuaey

16 nunus pocist 6 00HOCMOPOHHLOMY NOPAOKY 020]I0CUNLA NPO NPU3YNUHEHHS]
Yopromopcokoi 3epHo60i iHiyiamusu, MiXCHaApPoOOHOI y2o0u npo besneune
MPAHCNOPmMY8aHHs NPOO0BOILCMEA 3 YKpaiHcvkux nopmis. Cumyayis He3MiHHO
nO2IpuLy8amumMemsbcs i3 NPUNUHEHHAM eKCNOpmy Npo008oIbCMea 3 YKpainu, 0OHIEL 3
20I0BHUX HCUMHUYDL C8IMY. Amopu pedakyitiHoi cmammi 3aKIUKarwms pocito He2aiHo
BIOKIUKAMU CBOI0 3A58). POCisA 0esAKUll 4ac 3aa61s1a, wo inancosi cankyii 3axooy
He2amueHo 6NIUHYIU HA T 6IACHULI eKCNOpm 3epHa ma 00bpus. Ane, Ha OYMKY asmopis,
pocii nompiono nam 'smamu, wio yi caHkyii 6yau 88edeni uepes il 61acHe He3aKOHHe
emopenenus 6 Ykpainy. I came ys gitina 3poouna Yopre mope menws 6e3neunum ons
CYOeH, Wo npu3eeno 00 3ampumoK y NOCMAYAHHI pOCICbKO20 eKCnopmy 3epHa. Aemopu
HA20JIOWYIOMb, WO HE MONCHA 00380auUmMU POCii ieHopysamu yi ¢hakmu i diamu K
arcepmea. HAxuo pocia nnanye 3mycumu 3axio nom aKuwumu cankyii ¢ 0OMiH Ha
oompumants Yopromopcwvkoi 3eprooi iniyiamueu, ye 6yno 6 pieHOZHAUHO 83MMIO
8paznusux arooei ceimy 6 3apyuHuku. Lle 6yno 6 6e3co8icHUM akmom HenOaHOCHI.
Aemopu 3a8epuiyromes cmammio 8UCHOBKOM, WO YUM 008ULe POCIS 3ATUUAMUMEMbCS
271YX010 00 O11a2ansb Kpain, wo po3susaomscs, mum 2nubuioio oyoe ii i301ayis 6io
MINHCHAPOOHOI CHIILHOMU.

https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/14960218

Russia on July 16 unilaterally announced the suspension of the Black Sea Grain Initiative,
an international accord on the safe transportation of foodstuffs from Ukrainian ports.

Russia’s February 2022 invasion of Ukraine led to a complete halt of maritime grain
shipments from Ukraine, causing world food prices to soar and energy prices to skyrocket,
dramatically increasing the threat of famine in poor nations.

The situation will invariably worsen with the end of food exports from Ukraine, one of the
world’s major granaries. We call on Russia to retract its announcement at once.

The main pillars of the Black Sea Grain Initiative, brokered by the United Nations and
Turkey in July last year, are to ensure the safety of ships in the Black Sea carrying food export
from Ukraine, and to inspect those ships’ cargoes.

Russia has asserted for some time that its own grain and fertilizer exports have been
negatively impacted by the West’s financial sanctions.

But Russia needs to remember that those sanctions were imposed because of its own illegal
invasion of Ukraine. And it is this war that has rendered the Black Sea less safe for ships,
consequently causing delays in the shipment of Russian grain exports.

Russia must not be allowed to ignore these facts and act like a victim.

If Russia is scheming to get the West to relax the sanctions in exchange for honoring the
Black Sea Grain Initiative, that would be tantamount to taking the world’s vulnerable people
hostage. That would be an unconscionable act of inhumanity.

Moreover, it is doubtful that Russia has always honored the initiative in good faith.

The accord was initially meant to last for 120 days but the duration was extended three
times, while Russia continued to sabotage it with temporary suspensions and shorter extensions.
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It has also been pointed out that Russia has intentionally delayed cargo inspections to obstruct the
shipment of Ukrainian exports.

In Poland and Hungary, where some of that delayed Ukrainian grain eventually got there
by an overland route, local farmers reacted by forcing their governments to impose a temporary
import ban.

Russia must welcome this sort of chaos in Europe, thinking it serves its own interest.

The leaders of seven African nations visited Russia last month to convey to President
Vladimir Putin the dire economic problems their countries are facing and to demand an end to the
war in Ukraine.

But Putin countered with the argument that the food crisis had nothing to do with Russia’s
military campaigns in Ukraine, and insisted that the availability of grain exports from Ukraine will
not make the problem go away.

The longer Russia remains deaf to the pleas from developing nations, the deeper its
isolation from the international community will grow.

We hope the United Nations and Turkey will persist in negotiating with Russia over the
continuation of grain exports from Ukraine. We call on Russia to respond sincerely to global
humanitarian efforts.

After nearly 18 months of war, much of Ukraine’s farm belt lies devastated. This year’s
wheat production is expected to shrink drastically, as it did last year.

Some farmland areas were sewn with landmines while others were flooded after the willful
destruction of a major dam. There is no avoiding the long-term damage to the nation’s farming
industry.

The only solution lies in Russia’s total withdrawal from Ukraine.



