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Belgium’s De Croo: Europe needs to boost its defense industry

/e Kpoo 3 benveii: €8poni neo6xiono pozeuseamu c6010 060poHHY
nPOMUCTI08iCHIb

lpem'ep-minicmp Benveii Anexcandep doe Kpoo 3assus, wo €spona mae
CMBOPUMU CUNBHIULY BILICbKOBY NPOMUCTIOBICIb, W00 BKAACMU HO8T HAYIOHAIbHI
iHgecmuyii' y mauku, 1imaxku ma pakemu nicis emopeuenHs pocii 6 Yxpainy. I1io
yac sucmyny Ha bepriHcoKit niowi Kanoapmenmapkm npo me, sk €8poni ciio
nepeopienmysamucs uepes giliny pocii 6 Ykpaini, A. oe Kpoo cxazas, wo
3a0e3neuenHs eHepeemutHol He3anNeHCHOCMI ma nepezisio 8020 nioxody 00
DPO3WUPEHHs Malomy upiuiaibHe snavents, ane kpainu €C makooc maioms
NepeKoHamucs, wo 60HU He CNPAMOBYIOMb MIIbAPOU HA HOBI BillCbKOBI IHgeCmuyii
mam. 3a ioeo crosamu, ye 3poouno 6 €6pony «MiyHUM BiliCbKOBUM OIOKOM» Mda
cunvHoro wacmunoro HATO nopso 3i Cnonyuenumu [lImamamu.

https://www.politico.eu/article/belgium-alexander-de-croo-europe-defense-
industry-investment-russia-war-ukraine/

Europe should build a stronger arms industry to soak up fresh national
investment in tanks, planes and missiles following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
Belgium’s Prime Minister Alexander De Croo said Monday.

During a speech in Berlin’s Gendarmenmarkt on how Europe
should refocus because of the war, De Croo said securing energy independence and
reconsidering its approach to enlargement were critical but that EU countries also
need to make sure they don’t funnel billions into new military investment abroad.

“We must build a stronger European defense industry, able to compete with
other global players,” De Croo said. “If we increase our defense budgets and
investments in military technology, let it be European technology. Developed in
Europe, built in Europe. With European return on investment.”

Doing so would make Europe a “solid military bloc” and a strong part of
NATO alongside the United States, he said. “We cannot make ourselves dependent
on who would be the next occupant of the White House.”

Following Russia’s invasion, Germany announced it would finally meet
NATO’s 2 percent of GDP military spending target, while Sweden and Finland
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weigh plans to join the transatlantic defense alliance and other countries consider
increases to their own arms investments.

In response, De Croo called for more coordination inside Europe’s defense
industry. “The U.S. has four types of warships; Europe has 30,” he said. “The same
for tanks and aircrafts. This fragmentation weakens our defense budgets, so we
have to turn this around.”

He also said military partnerships between both EU and NATO member
countries should be expanded, citing the example of the close integration between
Dutch and Belgian navies and air forces.

In recent years, the European Commission has pushed industrial alliances for
strategically critical products such as battery cellsand semiconductors,
coordinating such initiatives to fill gaps in the supply chain while also leveraging
billions in public finances. Such an approach could also be used for ramping up
production of military hardware.

“This war in Ukraine has pushed us Europeans on a historic crossroad,” De
Croo added. “The choice in front of us is a simple one: Either we stick to old
recipes and old structures and Europe will unravel, or we renew Europe, become
stronger and more resilient as a bloc.”
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