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Ukrainian cow milk has «five times safe level of radioactivity», study finds

Ykpaiucoke kopos'saue monoxko mae «y n'amo pazie npesuuienuii pieeHo
PadioaKxmueHocmi», 32i0H0 3 00CIOHCEHHA

3a pezynbmamamu 0ocniodxcenHs, ke nposoounocs 6 Excemepcvkomy ynigepcumemi ma
Vkpaincokomy incmumymi cinbcbko20cno0apcbKoi padionozii, cmano 8i0omo, wo He36axicanyu
Ha me, Wo piseHb 3a0PYOHEHHS 2PYHMY 8 OOCTIONCYBAHUX PALIOHAX He HAOMO BUCOKULL,
PaodioakmusHuil yesii NPo00BIHCYE HAKONUYYBAMUCS 8 MOJIOYT MA IHUUX NPOOYKMax
xapuysanns. Mumnyno nonao 30 poxis nicis Yoprobunbcokoi kamacmpou, a MOAOKO 8 OesIKUx
pecionax Yxpainu ece we mae pisenv padioakmusHocmi 00 n'smu pazie uuiuil 3a oQiyitiHo
be3neyHull pigeHb, CMeepoA’CcyrOmy HOBI 00CHIONCEeHHS. JJOCTIOHUKU 3AA6IAI0Mb, WO NPOCMI
3aXUCHI 3aX 00U MOHCYMb OYMU 3p06eH] 01 Mo2o, Wod 0onycmumu pigeHsb padiayiliHo2o
ONnpoMiHeHHs1 Hudicue medc eapmicmio meHue 10 e8po na aroouny na pik o 8 300 nodetl, wo

JHCUBYMB Y UIECMU CeNaX 3 HAUOIIbUUM 3A0PYOHEHHSIM.

https.//'www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/milk-radioactive-cow-ukraine-healthy-dair
y-safe-chernobyvl-a8388576.html

More than 30 years after the Chernobyl disaster, milk in some parts of Ukraine
still has radioactivity levels up to five times the official safe limit, new research
suggests.

Scientists sampled cows' milk from private farms and homes in the Rivne region,
about 125 miles from the site of the catastrophic explosion at the Chernobyl
Nuclear Power Plant in 1986.

They found levels of radioactive caesium in milk above Ukraine's safe limit for
adults of 100 Becquerel per litre (Bq/L) at six of 14 settlements studied, and above
the children's limit of 40 Bq/L at eight sites.

The highest levels found were about 500 Bq/L - five times over the limit for
adults and more than 12 times that for children.
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The study was carried out at the University of Exeter and the Ukrainian Institute
of Agricultural Radiology.

“More than 30 years after the Chernobyl disaster, people are still routinely
exposed to radioactive caesium when consuming locally produced staple foods,
including milk, in Chernobyl-affected areas of Ukraine,” said Dr Iryna Labunska, of
the University of Exeter.

“Many people in the area we studied keep cows for milk, and children are the
main consumers of that milk.

“Though the level of soil contamination in the studied areas is not extremely high,
radioactive caesium continues to accumulate in milk and other foods.

“The residents of these villages are chronically exposed to radioactivity that
presents health risks to almost every system in the body - especially among
children.”

The researchers claim simple protective measures could be taken to bring
radiation exposure levels below limits at a cost of less than 10 euros (£8.80) per
person per year for the 8,300 people living in the six villages with the highest
contamination.

Such measures include administering a caesium binder called Ferrocyn to cows,
mineral fertilisation of potato fields and feeding pigs with uncontaminated fodder.

The cost of this would decrease each year as radiation levels fall, scientists say.

However, they warn if no action is taken, milk contamination will continue to
exceed the 100 Bq/L adult limit in parts of Ukraine until at least 2040.



