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Russia to Boycott Meeting of Security Body, Diplomats Say

Junnomamu 3aaeunu, ujo Pocia oyoe doiikomysamu cecirwo IIA OBCE
Hunnomamu 3aseunu, wo Pocis 6yode botikomysamu cecito I[1A OBCE, mak sk canxyii,
noe'szawi 3 Ykpainoro, sunuiucs 6 3a00poHy Ha npuizo 8i00M020 poCiliCbKo2o
napaamenmapis. QiHAAHOI npuliHaia piwenHs, wo cnikep depocoymu Cepeiti
Hapuwxin i we n'amepo pocisin ne 3moacymo opamu yuacms y cecii uepe3 me, wjo €C
3a60ponus im 8'i30 nHa ceoro mepumopir. Pincvkutl norimuk Inkka Kaunepsa, conosa 114
OBCE, nogioomus, wo Dinnandis e moaia 3pooumu 0Jisi YleHi8 pocCilicbKoi denecayii
suxntouenns 3 cankyiu €C. Bin 000as, wo caukyii 66edeni uepe3 «04e8UOHI | mANCKI
nopyuieHHs MidcHapoOHux Hopm» Pociero. Kpemnwv 3acyous yei kpok. Hapuwkin, saxuti
niompumas anexciio Kpumy Pocietro, oconocus, wo na sHaxk npomecmy npomu
«NOpyuleHHs: NPUHYUNI8 demokpamiiy oenezayis P® ne npuide na ceciio. 3i coeo 60Ky,
3axiOHI YUHOBHUKU 3aaeunu, wo Pocis namaeanacs ckopucmamucs ceciero 6 I envcinxi,
w06 nocarabumu 6izosi cankyii €C.
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/03/world/europe/osce-boycott-russia.html?_r=1

Russia will boycott a meeting of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
because of Ukraine-related sanctions that bar a prominent Russian lawmaker from attending,
diplomats said on Thursday.

The meeting, which is scheduled to begin in Helsinki, Finland, on Sunday, will bring
together parliamentarians from the 57-nation organization.

The Russian delegation was to have included Sergei Y. Naryshkin, the speaker of
Russia’s lower house of Parliament, but Finland ruled that Mr. Naryshkin and five other
Russians could not participate because of the travel bans the European Union imposed after
Russia’s intervention in Ukraine.

Finland was not in a position to grant an exception to the European Union ban for
members of the Russian delegation, llkka Kanerva, the Finnish president of the O.S.C.E.
Parliamentary Assembly, wrote in a letter to the group on Wednesday.

The sanctions are in place because of the “clear and gross violations of international
norms,” including the Helsinki Final Act, by Russia, he added, referring to a landmark
agreement on human rights and relations between states that are part of the organization.

In Moscow, the Kremlin denounced the move as “disgraceful.” Mr. Naryshkin, who
supported the annexation of Crimea by Russia, announced that Moscow would not send a
delegation to the nearly weeklong session to protest a “violation of the principles of democracy.”

He said that he planned to attend a later session of the group’s Parliamentary Assembly,
which is to be held in Mongolia.

Western officials said that Russia was trying to use the Helsinki meeting to weaken the
European Union travel sanctions. There have been other cases in which Russia’s selection of
parliamentary delegates has led to objections by the O.S.C.E.

Russia tried to send Olga Kovitidi, who represents Crimea in Russia’s upper house of
Parliament, to a Vienna meeting of the group’s Parliamentary Assembly in February. Ukraine
objected, saying that her participation would be tantamount to recognizing Russia’s annexation
of Crimea, and O.S.C.E. officials agreed.

In announcing that Ms. Kovitidi could not attend, an O.S.C.E panel said that she had been
described by the Russian government as “representing the so-called government of Crimea.”
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