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Ukraine's newly independent church holds first service
Нова незалежна церква України виконує першу службу

Турецька Daily Sabah розповідає, що нещодавно створена в Україні незалежна
Православна Церква провела першу службу в Києві після історичного відриву від

Російської Православної Церкви. Президент України Петро Порошенко взяв участь у
богослужіннях у найдавнішій київській церкві – Соборі  Святої Софії XI століття.

Служба прийшла на наступний день після того, як патріарх грецького православного
патріарха Варфоломія I, передав офіційний указ, який завершив визнання нової української

Церкви. Священнослужителі показали в соборі шанувальникам указ, який офіційно
запечатав розрив з Російською православною церквою.

https://www.dailysabah.com/europe/2019/01/08/ukraines-newly-independent-church-holds-first-s
ervice

Ukraine's newly created independent Orthodox Church held its first service in Kiev yesterday
after the historic break off from the Russian Orthodox Church that has enraged Moscow.

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko attended the service in Kiev's most ancient church, the
11th-century St. Sophia's Cathedral, as Ukrainian Orthodox believers celebrated Christmas Day
according to the Julian Calendar.

The service came a day after Fener Greek Orthodox Patriarch Bartholomew I based in Istanbul
handed over a formal decree that finalized the recognition of Ukraine's new Church. "We broke the last
bonds that tied us to Moscow with its fantasies about Ukraine as the canonical territory of the Russian
Orthodox Church," Poroshenko said after the service.

Clerics showed worshippers in the cathedral the decree that formally sealed a break with the
Russian Orthodox Church.

Patriarch Bartholomew, based in modern-day Istanbul and considered the "first among equals"
in the Orthodox world, first agreed to recognize the independence of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in
October. Then in December, a historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created the independent
body. The head of the Russian Orthodox Church Patriarch Kirill yesterday morning held a Christmas
service at Moscow's Church of Christ the Saviour while President Vladimir Putin attended a church in
his hometown of Saint Petersburg. In an interview with Russian channel Rossiya 1, Patriarch Kirill
slammed the new Ukrainian church as "a union of two schismatic groups" and accused the Kiev
authorities of destroying the Orthodox Church in Ukraine.


