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Ukraine's newly independent church holds first service

Hoesa nezanesxcna yeprxsa Ykpainu euxonye neputy ciyxicoy

Typeywvka Daily Sabah posnosioae, wo newjooasno cmeopena 6 YKpaini nezanelicHa
IIpasocnasua Llepxsa nposena neputy ciyaicoy 6 Kuegi nicis icmopuuno2o 6iopugy 6io
Pociticoroi I[Ipasocnasnoi ]epksu. [pezudenm Yxpainu [lempo [lopowenxo 63a6 yuacms y
bozocayocinnax y Havoasniwitl kuiscokiti yepksi — Cooopi Ceamoi Cogii XI cmonimms.
Cayocoba nputiwina Ha HacmynHuu 0eHb NICIA MO20, SIK NAMpIapx epeybKo20 NPasoCid8HO20
nampiapxa Bapghonomia I, nepedas oiyitinuii ykas, akuii 3a8epuité 6U3HAHHI HOB0I YKPAIHCbKOT
Lepksu. CesauenHocayxcumeni NOKA3aau 6 COO0PI WAHYBANbHUKAM YKA3, AKULL OQiYitiHO
3aneuamae po3spus 3 Pocilicbkoro npagociaghon yepreoro.
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Ukraine's newly created independent Orthodox Church held its first service in Kiev yesterday
after the historic break off from the Russian Orthodox Church that has enraged Moscow.

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko attended the service in Kiev's most ancient church, the
I1th-century St. Sophia's Cathedral, as Ukrainian Orthodox believers celebrated Christmas Day
according to the Julian Calendar.

The service came a day after Fener Greek Orthodox Patriarch Bartholomew I based in Istanbul
handed over a formal decree that finalized the recognition of Ukraine's new Church. "We broke the last
bonds that tied us to Moscow with its fantasies about Ukraine as the canonical territory of the Russian
Orthodox Church," Poroshenko said after the service.

Clerics showed worshippers in the cathedral the decree that formally sealed a break with the
Russian Orthodox Church.

Patriarch Bartholomew, based in modern-day Istanbul and considered the "first among equals"
in the Orthodox world, first agreed to recognize the independence of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in
October. Then in December, a historic council of Orthodox bishops in Kiev created the independent
body. The head of the Russian Orthodox Church Patriarch Kirill yesterday morning held a Christmas
service at Moscow's Church of Christ the Saviour while President Vladimir Putin attended a church in
his hometown of Saint Petersburg. In an interview with Russian channel Rossiya 1, Patriarch Kirill
slammed the new Ukrainian church as "a union of two schismatic groups" and accused the Kiev
authorities of destroying the Orthodox Church in Ukraine.



