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Mose Apelblat
EU accelerates the screening process for Ukraine’s accession

€C npuckoproe npoyec cKpuHiney 051 ecmyny Yxpainu

Mose AnenvOram, xoauwnii uunosHux ¢ €gponeticvkitl komicii (€K), nuwe, wo €K niomeepouna, wjo npoyec
ckpuHiney (nepesgipku 3asa6xu Yxpainu na ecmyn oo €C) poznouascs o0pa3sy nicis 6i0nogioHoi 3aa6u npesudeHma
€K Ypcynu ¢on oep Jlseu 6 €sponeiicokomy naparamenmi. L[ 3as16a € eaproio HO8UHOI0 K 01 YKpainu, max i 015
Monoosu. 3azeuuaii oiyitinuti CKPUHIHS ROYUHAEMbCS NICTIA MIHCYPAO0BUX KOHGDepeHYil, AKI 6I0KpUsaromy
nepezosopu. Y ybomy eunaoxy npoyec po3nounemscs 00 Kougepenyiti. CKpuHine — ye OemanbHe aHALiMuyHe
docnioxceHHs 8i0N0GIOHOCMI Kpainu-kanouoama sakonooaecmgy €C. Bin nodinaemoca na 33 po30inu, ki
3epynosaui ¢ wiicms knacmepis. Ilepuium Kpokom y npoyeci CKpUHIHZY € CIMEOPEHHS. MIdNCOUCYUNTHAPHUX KOMAHO.
€K Hapasi oyinwe 0cmanHi 3axo00u, NPUUHAMI YKPaiHCoKUM NapiameHmoMm, st NOYAmKy nepe2osopie npo 6Cmyn, i
seimysamume Padi Ykpainu 3a Heobxionocmi.

https://www.brusselstimes.com/eu-affairs/8835 1 8/eu-accelerates-the-screening-process-for-ukraines-accession-to-
the-eu

Ukraine's parliament building (Rada), credit: Wikimedia Commons

The European Commission confirmed on Wednesday that the screening process regarding
Ukraine’s EU application started immediately after Commission’s president von der
Leyen’s announcement this week in the European Parliament.

As previously reported, the Commission seemed to be in no hurry to prepare the accession
negotiations with Ukraine as requested by the European Council at its meeting in mid-December.
It was still organising the work after the holiday period. The announcement yesterday is good
news for both Ukraine and Moldova.

Normally, the formal screening starts after the intergovernmental conferences opening the
negotiations. In this case, it will start before the conferences for both Ukraine and Moldova. The
screening is a detailed and analytical examination of a candidate country’s compliance with EU
law (acquis). The acquis is divided in 33 chapters that are grouped in six clusters.

The first step in the screening process is the establishment of multi-disciplinary teams to cover
the whole acquis, a Commission spokesperson explained. She also confirmed that the
Commission is currently assessing the latest measures adopted by the Ukrainian parliament, the
Rada, that must be fulfilled to open the accession negotiations, and will report to the Council as
necessary.
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The European Council invited the Council to adopt the negotiating framework for Ukraine once
the relevant steps set out in the Commission recommendations in it Enlargement package of 8
November 2023 are taken. According to the Commission’s latest assessment, Ukraine had
completed four of the seven steps in the reform process (1, 2, 4 and 6) and more than 90 % of the
actions under all steps.

Last but not least, the Commission has also started to work on the draft negotiating framework
for Ukraine and will submit it to the Council in the coming weeks.
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