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Top State Dept. Official Complained of Trump’s Politicization of Ukraine
Policy

Вищий державний департамент поскаржився на політичну
політику Трампа щодо політики України

New York Times  в статті посилається на свідчення Джорджа Кента,
високопоставленого чиновника Держдепартаменту, відповідального за політику щодо

України, який розкрив слідчим нові деталі, які підкреслюють, що вимоги Трампа до
України про відкриття розслідування проти Д.Байдена були політично мотивовані. New

York Times коментує, що свідок міг мати на увазі розслідування щодо нібито українського
втручання у вибори. У всякому випадку, його слова свідчать, що поведінка Трампа мала

політичний мотив, а не була продиктована інтересом до боротьби з корупцією в Україні,
на чому наполягає його захист.

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/07/us/politics/trump-impeachment-hearings.html?searchResult
Position=20

George P. Kent testified that he saw President Trump’s demands for Ukraine to “initiate
politically motivated prosecutions” as corrupt.

·  ·  WASHINGTON — The senior State Department official in charge of Ukraine told
impeachment investigators last month that he was alarmed at President Trump’s insistence that Ukraine
“initiate politically motivated prosecutions,” casting the effort as the kind of tactic the United States
typically condemns in the world’s most corrupt countries.

George P. Kent, the deputy assistant secretary of state in the Bureau of European and Eurasian
Affairs, testified that he regarded the push for investigations — spearheaded by Rudolph W. Giuliani,
the president’s personal lawyer — as “injurious to the rule of law,” and to decades of American foreign
policy.

“There is an outstanding issue about people in office in those countries using selectively
politically motivated prosecutions to go after their opponents,” Mr. Kent said in his interview with the
House Intelligence Committee, according to a transcript released on Thursday. “And that’s wrong for
the rule of law regardless of what country that happens.”

Mr. Kent said he documented his concerns in a memo that he wrote over the summer, weeks
before the public disclosure of a whistle-blower complaint about a July 25 call in which Mr. Trump
pressured President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine, to begin investigations of former Vice President
Joseph R. Biden Jr. and the 2016 election.

In his testimony, Mr. Kent offered a new detail that appeared to underscore that political
motivation was at the heart of Mr. Trump’s demand for investigations by Ukraine, saying that he was
told that the president wanted to hear the country’s leader say the name “Clinton” in connection with
potential wrongdoing.

Mr. Kent described being briefed about an early September conversation in which Mr. Trump
told Gordon D. Sondland, the ambassador to the European Union, that Mr. Zelensky should publicly
commit to investigating the Bidens and questions about Democratic collusion in 2016.



How a loyal Trump donor found himself at the center of the impeachment investigation — and
why Republicans are now accusing him of betrayal.

“POTUS wanted nothing less than President Zelensky to go to microphone and say
investigations, Biden and Clinton,” Mr. Kent said, using an acronym for “president of the United
States.”

Mr. Kent said that he understood “Clinton” to be a shorthand reference to an investigation of
the 2016 campaign.

That would suggest that Mr. Trump had politics in mind — not just a broader interest in
Ukraine’s anticorruption agenda, as his defenders have insisted — when he pressed Mr. Zelensky to
take action. But Mr. Kent acknowledged during his testimony that his account of the conversation was
not firsthand, and other witnesses have not mentioned it.

The transcript of Mr. Kent’s testimony revealed the depth of his outrage at how the United
States’ policy toward Ukraine has been handled under Mr. Trump. He said he believed the policy was
being perverted by Mr. Giuliani and others outside of the normal channels of diplomacy. And he told the
inquiry that initiating investigations for political reasons was “wrong.”

Mr. Kent is one of the lower-profile players in the Ukraine affair, but the 355-page transcript of
his account helps explain why Democrats have called him to be a witness during their first public hearing
on Wednesday. A career foreign service officer who regularly sports a bow tie, Mr. Kent spoke with
precision and conviction about what he described as a dangerous scheme by Mr. Trump’s loyalists to
bend foreign policy toward Ukraine to their political ends, undermining the rule of law and imperiling
America’s standing.

“As a general principle, I do not believe the U.S. should ask other countries to engage in
politically associated investigations and prosecutions,” he said. “I don’t think that as a matter of policy
the U.S. should do that, period, because I have spent much of my career trying to improve the rule of
law.”

Democrats plan to begin public hearings next week as they seek to build their case that Mr.
Trump abused his power by withholding military aid and the promise of a White House meeting unless
Ukraine agreed to the investigations. Mr. Kent and William B. Taylor Jr., the top diplomat in Ukraine,
will be the first witnesses called by the Democrats to testify in a set of highly anticipated hearings that
are likely to be televised live.

Late Thursday night, the committee issued a subpoena to compel Mick Mulvaney, the acting
White House chief of staff, to appear for a closed-door interview on Friday. An official working on the
impeachment inquiry cited Mr. Mulvaney’s admission during a White House briefing — which he later
tried to recant — that there was a quid pro quo to hold military aid hostage for the investigations Mr.
Trump wanted.

Mr. Mulvaney, one of the president’s top advisers, is not expected to comply with the
subpoena; the White House has asserted ”absolute immunity” to block top aides from testifying before
Congress. The committee official said that Mr. Mulvaney should not “hide behind the president’s
continuing efforts to conceal the truth and obstruct our investigation.”

Representative Adam B. Schiff, Democrat of California and the chairman of the Intelligence
Committee, formally invited Republicans on Thursday to request witnesses for the public hearings.
Under rules governing the impeachment process adopted by the House, Republicans have until
Saturday morning to make their requests, which are subject to a vote in the Democratic-controlled
committee.



Behind closed doors, Democrats also continued depositions, interviewing Jennifer Williams, a
longtime State Department employee with expertise in Europe and Russia who is detailed to Vice
President Mike Pence’s national security staff.

Ms. Williams told investigators that the July call stood out as unusual to her because she was not
accustomed to a president discussing domestic political issues, rather than diplomatic matters, with a
foreign leader, according to three people familiar with her remarks. But unlike other White House
officials who listened in, she did not take any steps to report concerns to her superiors and made only a
passing reference to the call in briefing materials for Mr. Pence.

Ms. Williams said she did not know whether Mr. Pence read the materials, including a summary
of the call, the people said.

Ms. Williams also offered insight into a meeting between Mr. Pence and Mr. Zelensky in
Warsaw in early September, when other government officials were pressing the Ukrainians to publicly
announce the investigations Mr. Trump sought if they wanted $391 million in security aid earmarked for
the country to begin flowing. In the meeting, Ms. Williams said, Mr. Zelensky asked the vice president
about the delay in releasing the aid, but neither man mentioned the Ukrainian energy company Burisma,
the Bidens or 2016. Mr. Pence simply told Mr. Zelensky that the Americans would make a decision on
the security assistance soon, and the two leaders discussed only broadly Ukraine’s anticorruption
priorities.

She testified that Mr. Pence spoke with Mr. Trump when Mr. Pence met with Mr. Zelensky in
Warsaw in early September, but that she did not know what was discussed.

Mr. Pence told reporters on Thursday that “as the facts continue to come out, people will see
that the president did nothing wrong, that the focus of our administration and all of my contacts with
President Zelensky were in the national interests.”

John R. Bolton, Mr. Trump’s former national security adviser, did not show up on Thursday for
a voluntary interview as part of the House impeachment inquiry, but Democratic investigators said they
would not subpoena him and would instead use his refusal to appear as further evidence of Mr.
Trump’s attempts to obstruct Congress.

Mr. Bolton, who regularly interacted with Mr. Trump directly as his top national security aide in
the White House, would have been among the highest-profile advisers to testify in the impeachment
inquiry. Several other witnesses have described Mr. Bolton as being angry about the idea of holding up
military aid to Ukraine in exchange for the country opening an investigation into the president’s political
rivals.

But an official with the Intelligence Committee said panel members did not want to allow the
Trump administration to “play rope-a-dope with us” in the courts and slow down their inquiry.

The transcript of Mr. Kent’s testimony makes clear that he and other State Department officials
responsible for the United States-Ukraine relationship were deeply alarmed by smears and accusations
of disloyalty by Mr. Giuliani and his allies in Ukraine against Marie L. Yovanovitch, the former United
States ambassador there.

Mr. Kent testified that he watched with growing exasperation as what had begun as a fringe
campaign against Ms. Yovanovitch moved into Mr. Trump’s inner circle and eventually led the
president to recall her to the United States this spring.

“Mr. Giuliani, at that point, had been carrying on a campaign for several months full of lies and
incorrect information about Ambassador Yovanovitch, so this was a continuation of his campaign of
lies,” Mr. Kent said. He called Mr. Giuliani’s attacks “untrue, period” and called it a “crisis that was
threatening to consume the relationship” between the United States and Ukraine.

Despite their concerns, requests from the Kiev Embassy and Mr. Kent’s bureau for strong
expressions of support for Ms. Yovanovitch by the State Department were declined, he said.



Asked by House investigators whether he expressed his concerns about Mr. Giuliani to others
at the State Department, Mr. Kent said that he was advised not to make waves by Philip T. Reeker, his
supervisor and the acting assistant secretary in charge of European and Eurasian Affairs.

“After Giuliani attacked me, as well as Ambassador Yovanovitch and the entire embassy,” Mr.
Kent testified, “I was told to keep my head down and lower my profile in Ukraine.” He said the
message came as he left for a hiking trip to Maine.

“And so I said, ‘Fine, you’re not going to hear me talk about any country for the next week and
a half,’” Mr. Kent said. “And I did cancel some public appearances on Ukraine in June, sort of think
tank sessions around Washington.”

Michael S. Schmidt contributed reporting.
An earlier version of this article misstated the day Vice President Mike Pence and President

Trump spoke as described in the testimony of Jennifer Williams, a longtime State Department
employee. It was in early September, when Mr. Pence met in Warsaw with President Volodymyr
Zelensky of Ukraine, not the day Mr. Trump spoke with Mr. Zelensky.
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Common Questions About Impeachment

 What is impeachment? Impeachment is charging a holder of public office with
misconduct.

 Why is the impeachment process happening now? A whistle-blower complaint filed in
August said that White House officials believed they had witnessed Mr. Trump abuse his power for
political gain.

 Can you explain what President Trump is accused of doing? President Trump is
accused of breaking the law by pressuring the president of Ukraine to look into former Vice President
Joseph R. Biden Jr., a potential Democratic opponent in the 2020 election.

 What did the President say to the president of Ukraine? Here is a reconstructed
transcript of Mr. Trump’s call to President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine, released by The White
House.

 What is the impeachment process like? Here are answers to seven key questions about
the process.


